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SICILIAN ROMANCE* 



ON the northern ftiore of Sicily are 
ftill to be feen the magnificent 
remains of a caftle, which formerly be- 
longed to the noble houfe of Mazzini. 
It Hands in the centre of a fmall bay, 
and upon a gentle acclivity, which, on 
one fide, Hopes towards the fea, and on 
the other rifes into an eminence crown- 
ed by dark woods. The fituation is ad- 
mirably beautiful and pi&urefque, and 
the ruins have an air of ancient gran- 
deur, which, contrafted with the prefent 
* folitude of the fcene, imprefles the 
^ traveller with awe and curiofity. During 
^ my travels abroad I vifited this fpot. 
H Asl walked over the loofe fragments 
& Vol. I. B ^ 
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of ftone, yrhich lay (battered through 
the immenfe area of the fabrick, and 
furveyed the fublimity and grandeur of 
the ruins, 1 recurred, by a natural aflb- 
ciation of ideas, to the times when thefe 
walls flood proudly in their original 
fplendour, when the halls were the 
fcenes of hofpitality and feftive magni- 
ficence, and when they refounded with 
the voices of thofe whom death had long 
fince fwept from the earth. " Thus," 
faid I, " fhall the prefent generation- 
he who now finks in mifery— and he 
who now fwims in pleafure, alike pafs 
away and be forgotten." My heart fwell- 
ed with the refle&ion ; ajid, as I turned 
from the fcene with a figh, I fixed 
my eyes upon a friar, whofe venerable 
fig ur e> gently bending towards the 
earth, formed no uninterefting object in 
the pi&ure. He obferved my emotion ; 
and, as my eye met his, fliook his head 
and pointed to the ruin. " Thefe walls, " 
faid he, cc were once the feat of luxury 

and 
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and vice. They exhibited a Angular 
inftance of the retribution of Heaven, 
and were from that period forfaken, 
and abandoned to decay." His words 
excited my curiofity, and I enquired 
further concerning their meaning. 

" A folemn hiflory belongs to this 
cattle/' faid he, " which is too long and 
intricate for me to relate. It is, how- 
ever, contained in a manufcript in our 
iibrary, of which I could, perhaps, pro- 
cure you a fight. A brother of our or- 
der, a ddcendant of the noble houfe of 
Mazzini, collected and recorded the 
mod ftriking incidents relating to his 
family, and the hiftory thus formed, he 
left as a legacy to our convent. If you 
pleafe, we will walk thither." 

I accompanied him to the convent, 
and the friar introduced me to his fupe- 
rior, a mail of an intelligent mind and 
benevolent heart, with whom I paffed 
fome hours in interefting converfation. 
I believe my fentiments pleafed him ; 
B z fot 



( 4 ) 

for by his indulgence, I was permitted 
to take abftrads of the hiftory before 
me, which, with fome further particu- 
lars obtained in converfation with the 
abate, I have arranged in the following 
pages. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER I. 

TOWARDS the clofe of the fix- 
teenth century, this caftle was in 
the poffeffion of Ferdinand, fifth mar- 
quis of Mazzini, and was for fome years 
the principal refidence of his family. 
He was a man of a voluptuous and 
imperious character. To his firft wife, 
he married Louifa Bernini, fecond 
daughter of the count della Salario, 
a lady yet more diftinguifhed for the 
fweetnefs of her manners and the gen- 
tlenefs of her difpofition, than for her 
beauty. She brought the marquis 
one fon and two daughters, who loft 
their amiable mother in early child- 
hood. The arrogant and impetuous cha- 
racter of the marquis, operated power- 
fully upon the mild and fufceptible na- 
ture of. his lady ; and it was by many 
perfons believed, that his unkindneft 
and negleft put a period to her life. 
B 3 tton- 
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However this might be, he foon after- 
wards married Maria de Vellorno, a 
young lady eminently beautiful, but of 
a character very oppofite to that of her 
predeceflbr. She was a woman of infi- 
nite art, devoted to pleafure, and of an 
unconquerable fpirit. The marquis, 
whofe heart was dead to paternal ten- 
dernefs, and whofe prefent lady was too 
volatile to attend to domeftic concerns, 
committed the education of his daugh- 
ters to the care of a lady, completely 
qualified for the undertaking, and who 
was diftantly related to the late mar- 
chionefs. 

He quitted Mazzini foon after his 
fecond marriage, for the gaieties and 
fplendour of Naples, whither his fon 
accompanied him* Though naturally 
of a haughty and overbearing difpofi- 
tioa, he was governed by his wife. His 
paflions were vehement, and Ihe had the 
addrefs to bend them to her own pur* 

pofe; 
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pofe ; and fo well to conceal her influ- 
ence, that he thought himfelf mod in- 
dependent when he was moft enflaved. 
He paid an annual vifit to the caftle of 
Mazzini; but the marchionefs feldom 
attended him, and he ftaid only to give 
fuch general direftions concerning the 
education of his daughters, as his pride, 
rather than his affe&ion, feemed to 
dictate. 

Emilia, the elder, inherited much of 
her mother's difpofition. She had a 
mild and fweet temper, united with a 
clear and comprehenfive mind. Her 
younger fifter, Julia, was of a more 
lively caft. An extreme fenfibility fub- 
jedted her to frequent uneafinefs ; her 
temper was warm, but generous ; fhe 
was quickly irritated, and quickly ap- 
peafed ; and to a reproof, however gen- 
tle, flie would often weep, but was never 
fallen. Her imagination was ardent, 
and her mind early exhibited fymp- 
B 4 torn* 
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toms of genius. It was the particular 
care of madame de Menon to counter^ 
zGt thofe traits in the difpofition of her 
young pupils, which appeared inimical 
to their future happinefs ; and for this 
tafk (he had abilities which entitled her 
to hope for fuccefs. A feries of early 
misfortunes had entendered her heart, 
without weakening the powers of her un- 
derftanding. In retirement Ihe had ac- 
quired tranquillity, and had almoft loft 
the confcioufnefs of thofe forrows which 
yet threw a foft and not unpleafing 
jfhade over her character. She loved 
her young charge with maternal fond- 
nefs, and their gradual improvement 
and refpe&ful tendernefs repaid all 
her anxiety. Madame excelled in mu- 
* fie and drawing. She had often forgot 
her forrows in thefe amufements, when 
her mind was too much occupied to de- 
rive confolation from books, and {he was 
affiduous to impart to Emilia and Julia 
a power fo valuable as that of beguil- 
ing 
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ing the fenfe of affliction, Emilia's 
tafte led her to drawing, and Ihe foon 
made rapid advances in that art. Julia 
was uncommonly fufceptible of the 
charms of harmony. She had feelings 
which trembled in unifon to all its va- 
rious and enchanting powers. 

The inftrudtions of madame (he caught 
with aftonifhingquicknefs, and in afliort 
time attained to a degree of excellence 
in her favourite ftudy, which few per- 
fons have ever exceeded* Her manner 
was entirely her own. It was not in 
the rapid intricacies of execution, that 
flie excelled fo much in as in that deli- 
cacy of tafte, and in thofe enchanting 
powers of expreffion, which feem to 
breathe a foul through the found,, and 
which take captive the heart of the 
hearer. The lute was her favourite in- 
ftrument, and its tender notes accorded 
well with the fweet and melting tones 
of her voice. 

The caftle of Mazzini was a large ir- 
B 5 regular 
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regular fabrick, and feemed fuited to 
receive a numerous train of followers, 
fuch as, in thofe days, ferved the nobi- 
lity, either in the fplendour of peace, or 
the turbulence of war. Its prefent fa» 
mily inhabited only a fmall part of it ; 
and even this part appeared forlorn and 
almoft defolate from the fpacioufnefs of 
the apartments, and the length of the 
galleries which led to them. A melan- 
choly ftillnefs reigned through the halls, 
and the filence of the courts, which 
were ihaded by high turrets, was for 
many hours together undifturbed by 
the found of any foot-ftep. Julia, who 
difcovered an early tafte for books, 
loved to xetire in an evening to a fmall 
clofet in which (he had collected her fa- 
vourite authors. This room formed 
the weftern angle of the caftle : one of 
its windows looked upon the fea, be- 
yond which was faintly feen, Ikirting 
the horizon, the dark rocky coaft of 
Calabria; the other opened towards a 

part 
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part of the caftle, and afforded a prof* 
peft of the neighbourirtg woods. Her 
mufical inftruments were here depofit* 
ed, with whatever affifted her favourite 
amufements. This fpot, which was at 
once elegant, pleafant, and retired, was 
embellifhed with many little ornaments 
of her own invention, and with fome 
drawings executed by her lifter. The 
clofet was adjoining her chamber, and 
Was feparated from the apartments of 
madame, only by a fhort gallery* This 
gallery opened into another, long and 
winding, which led to the grand ftair- 
cafe, terminating in the north hall, with 
which the chief apartments of the north, 
fide of the edifice communicated. 

Madame de Menon's apartment open- 
ed into both galleries. It was in one of 
thefe rooms that fhe ufually fpent the 
mornings, occupied in the improve- 
ment of her young charge. The win- 
dows looked towards the fea, and the 
room was light and pleafant. It was 
B 6 their 
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their cuftom to dine in one of the lower 
apartments, and at table they were al- 
ways joined by a dependant of the 
marquis's, who had redded many years 
in the caftle, and who inftru&ed the 
young ladies in the Latin tongue, and 
in geography. During the fine even- 
ings of fummcr, this little party fre- 
quently fupped in a pavilion, which 
was built on an eminence in the woods 
belonging to the caftle. From this fpot 
the eye had an almoft boundlefs range 
of fea and land. It commanded the 
flraits of Medina, with the oppofite 
fliores of Calabria, and a great extent 
of the wild and pifturefque fceneiy of 
Sicily. Mount Etna, crowned with 
eternal fnows, and fliooting from among 
the clouds, formed a grand and fub. 
lime picture in the back ground of the 
fcene. The city of Palermo was alfo 
diftinguifliable ; and Julia, as (he gazed 
on its glittering fpires, would endea- 
vour in imagination to depi&ure its 

beau- 
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beauties, while (he fecretly fighed for 
a view of that world, from which fhe 
had hitherto been fecluded by the mean 
jealoufy of the marchionefs, upon'whofe 
mind the dread of rival beauty operated 
ftrongly to the prejudice of Emilia and 
Julia. She employed all her influence 
over the marquis to detain them in re« 
tirement ; andj though Emilia was now 
twenty, and her filler eighteen, they 
had never pafied the boundaries of their 
father's domains. 

Vanity often produces unreafonabie 
alarm ; but the marchionefs had in this 
inftance juft gfounds for apprehenfion ; 
the beauty of her lord's daughters has 
feldom been exceeded. The perfon of 
Emilia was finely proportioned. Her 
complexion was fair, her hair flaxen, 
and her dark blue eyes were full of 
fweet expreffion. Her manners were 
dignified and elegant, and in her air was 
a feminine foftnefs, a tender timidity, 
which irrefiftibly attracted the heart of 
the beholder. The figure of Julia was 
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fight and graceful— her ftep was airy— 
her mien animated, and her fmile en- 
chanting. Here eyes were dark, and 
full of fire, but tempered with modeft 
fweetnefs. Her features were finely 
turned— every laughing grace played 
round her mouth, and her countenance 
quickly difcovered all the various emo- 
tions of her foul. The dark auburn 
hair which curled in beautiful profufion 
in her neck, gave a finiihing charm to 
her appearance. 

Thus lovely, and thus veiled in ob* 
fcurity, were the daughters of the no- 
ble Mazzini. But they were happy, for 
they knew not enough of the world fe- 
rioufly to regret the want of its enjoy- 
ments, though Julia would fometimes 
figh for the airy image which her fan- 
cies painted, and a painful curiofity 
would arife concerning the bufy fcenes 
from which fhe was excluded. A re- 
turn to her cuftomary amufements, 
however, would chafe the ideal image 

from 
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from her mind, and rcftore her ufual 
happy complacency. Books, mufic, 
and painting, divided the hours of her 
leifure, and many beautiful fummer 
evenings were fpent in the pavillion, 
where the refined converfation of ma- 
dame, the poetry of Taflb, the lute 
of Julia, and the friendship of Emilia, 
combined to form a fpecies of happi- 
nefs, fuch as elevated and highly fuf- 
ceptible minds are alone capable of re* 
ceiving or communicating. Madame 
underftood and pradtifed all the graces 
of converfation, and her young pupils 
perceived its value, and caught the fpi- 
rit of its charafter. 

Converfation may be divided into 
two clafles — the familiar and the fenti- 
mental. It is the province of the familiar, 
to difFufe chearfulnefs and eafe— to open 
the heart of man to man, and to beam a 
temperate funlhine upon the mind. — 
Nature and art muft tonfpire to render 
us fufceptible of the charms, and to 

qualify 
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qualify us for the pra&ice of the fecond 
clafs of converfation, here termed fenti- 
mental, and in which madame de Menon 
particularly excelled. To good fenfe, 
lively feeling, and natural delicacy of 
tafte, muft be united an expanfion of 
mind, and a refinement of thought, 
which is the refult of high cultivation. 
To render this fort of converfation irre- 
fiftibly attraftive^ a knowledge of the 
world is requifite, and that enchanting 
eafe, that elegance of manner, which is 
to be acquired only by frequenting the 
higher circles of ppliflied life. In fen- 
timental converfation, fubjedts intereft- 
ing to the heart, and to the imagination, 
are brought forward ; they are dif- 
cuffed in a kind of iportive way, with 
animation and refinement, and are never 
continued longer than politenefs allows. 
Here fancy flourilhes,— 'the fenfibilities 
expand — and wit, guided by delicacy 
and embelliihed by tafte — points to the 
heart. 

Such 
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Such was the converfation of madame 
de Menon ; and the pleafant gaiety of 
,the pavillion feemed peculiarly to adapt 
it for the ftene of focial delights. On 
the evening of a very fultry day, hav- 
ing fupped in their favourite fpot, the 
coolnefs of the hour, and the beauty of 
the night, tempted this happy party to 
remain there later than ufual. Return- 
ing home, they were furprifed by the 
appearance of a light through the bro- 
ken window-fhutters of *an apartment, 
belpnging to a divifion of the cattle 
which had for many years been (hut up. 
They flopped to obferve it, when it 
fuddenly difappeared, and was feen no 
more. Madame de Menon, difturbed 
at this phacnomenon, haftened into the 
caitle, with a view of enquiring into the 
caufe of it, when fhe was met in the 
north hall by Vincent. She related to 
him what flie had feen, and ordered an 
immediate fearch to be made for the 
keys of thofe apartments. She appre- 
hended 
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hcnded that fome perfon had penetrated 
that part of the edifice with an intention 
of plunder ; and, difdaining a paltry 
fear where her duty was concerned, fhe 
fummoned the fervants of the caftle, 
with an intention of accompanying them 
thither. Vincent fmiled at her appre- 
henfions, and imputed what fhe had feen 
to an illufion, which the folemnity of 
the hour had imprefled upon her fancy* 
Madame, however, perfevered in her 
purpofe ; and, after a long and repeat- 
ed fearch,, a mafley key, covered with 
ruft, was produced. She then proceeded 
to the fouthern fide of the edifice, ac- 
companied by Vincent, and followed 
by the fervants, who were agitated with 
impatient wonder. The key was ap- 
plied to an iron gate, which opened 
into a court that feparated this divifion 
from the other parts of the caftle. They 
entered this court, which was overgrown 
with grafs and weeds, and afcended 
fame fteps that led to a hrge door, 

which 
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which they vainly endeavoured to open* 
AH the different keys of the cattle were 
applied to the lock, without effeft, and 
they were at length compelled to quit 
the place, without having either fatif-. 
fied their curiofity, or quieted their 
fears. Every thing, however, was ftill, 
and the light did not re-appear. Ma- 
dame concealed her apprehenfions, and 
the family retired to reft. 

This circumftance dwelt on the mind " 
of madame de Menon, and it was fome 
time before flie ventured again to 
fpend an evening in the pavillion. After 
feveral months palled, without further 
disturbance or difcovery, another oc- 
currence renewed the alarm. Julia had 
one night remained in her clofet later 
tlian ufual. A favourite book had en- 
gaged her attention beyond the hour of 
cuftomary repofe, and every inhabitant 
of the cattle, except herfelf, had long 
been loft in fleep. She was roufed from 
her forgetfulnefs, by the found of the 

cattle 
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cattle clock, which ftruck one. Sur- 
prifed at the latenefs of the hour, flic 
rofe in hafte, and was moving to her 
chamber, when the beauty of the night 
attradted her to the window. She open- 
ed it ; and obferving a fine effect of 
moon-light upon the dark woods, lean- 
ed forwards. In that fituation Ihe had 
not long remained, when (he perceived 
a light faintly flafh through a cafement 
in the uninhabited part of the cattle. 
A fudden tremor feized her, and ihe 
with difficulty fupported herfelf. In a 
few moments it difappeared, and foon 
after a figure, bearing a lamp, proceed- 
ed from an obfcure door belonging to 
the fouth tower ; and ftealing along the 
outfide of the cattle walk, turned round 
the fouthern angle, by which it was 
afterwards hid from the view. Afto- 
niihed and terrified at what Ihe had 
feen, Ihe hurried to the apartment of 
madame de Menon, and related the cir- 
cumftance* The fervants were imme- 
diately 
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diatcly roufed, and the alarm became 
general. Madame arofe and defcended 
into the north hall, where the domeftics 
were already affembled. No one could 
be found of courage fufficient to enter 
into the courts ; and the orders of ma- 
dame were disregarded, when oppofed 
to the effedts of fuperftitious terror. 
She perceived that Vincent was abfent, 
but as lhe was ordering him to be called, 
he entered the hall. Surprifed to find 
the family thus affembled, he was told 
the occafion. He immediately ordered 
a party of the feryants to attend him 
round the caftle walls ; and with fome 
reluctance, and more fear, they obeyed 
him. They all returned to the hall, 
without having witneffed any extraor- 
dinary appearance ; but though their 
fears were not confirmed, they were by 
no means diffipated. The appearance 
of a light in a part of the caftle which 
had for feveral years been (hut up, and 
to which time and circumftance had 

given 
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given an air of lingular defolation, 
might reafonably be fuppofed to excite 
a ftrong degree of furprife and terror. 
In the minds of the vulgar, any fpecies 
of the wonderful, is received with avi- 
dity ; and the fervants did not hefitate 
in believing the fouthern divifion of 
the caftle to be inhabited by a fuper- 
natural power. Too much agitated 
to deep, they agreed to watch for 
the remainder of the night. For this 
purpofe they arranged themfclves in. 
the eaft gallery, where they had a 
view of the fouth tower from which 
the light had Mined. The night, how- 
ever, pafTed without any further difturb- 
ance; and the morning dawn, which 
they beheld with inexpreffible pleafure, 
diffipated for a while the glooms of 
apprehenfion. But the return of even- 
ing renewed the general fear, and for 
feveral fucceflive nights the domeftics 
watched the fouthern tower. Although 
nothing remarkable was feen, a report 
was foon raifed, and believed, that the 



( *3 ) 

fouthern fide of the cattle was haunted* 
Madame de Menon, whofe mind was 
fuperior to the effects of fuperftition, 
was yet difturbed and perplexed, and 
flie determined, if the light re-appeared, 
to inform the marquis of the circum- 
ftance, and requeft the keys of thofc 
apartments. 

The marquis, immerfed in the dif* 
fipations of Naples, feldom remember* 
ed the cattle, or its inhabitants. His 
fon, who had been educated under his 
immediate care, was the fole object of 
his pride, as the marchionefs was that of 
his affe&ion. He loved her with ro- 
mantic fondgefs, which fhe repaid with 
feeming tcndernefs, and fecret perfidy. 
She allowed herfelf a free indulgence 
in the moft licentious pleafures, yet con* 
du&ed herfeif with an art fo exquifite 
as to elude difcovery, and even fufpi* 
cion. In her amours fhe was equally in-* 
cotfftant as ardent, till the young count 
Hippolitus de Vereza attra&ed her at- 
tention. The natural ficklenefs of her 
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difpofition feemed then to ceafe, and. 
upon him fhe centered all her defires. 

The count Vereza loft his father in 
early childhood. He was now of age, 
and had juft entered upon the pofleffion 
of his eftates. Hia perfon was grace- 
ful, yet manly ; his mind accompliihed, 
and his manners elegant ; his counte* 
nance expreffcd a happy union of fpirit, 
dignity, and benevolence, which form- 
ed the principal traits of his character. 
He had a fublimity of thought, which 
taught him to defpife the voluptuous 
vices of the Neapolitans, and led him 
to higher purfuits. He was the chofen 
and early friend of young Ferdinand, 
the fon of the marquis, and was a fre- 
quent vifitor in the family. When the 
marchionefs firft faw him, fhe treated 
him with great diftin&ion, and at length 
made fuch advances, as neither the ho- 
nour nor the inclinations of the count 
permitted him to notice. He conduced 
himfelf toward her with frigid indif- 
ference, which ferved only to inflame 
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the paffion it was meant to chill. The 
favours of the marchionefs had hitherto 
been fought with avidity, and accepted 
with rapture ; and the repulfive infenfi- 
bility which fhe now experienced, rouf- 
ed all her pride, and called into a&ion 
every refinement of coquetry • 

It was about this period that Vincent 
was feized with a diforder which in- 
creafed fo rapidly, as in a fliort time to 
aflume the moft alarming appearance* 
Defpairing of life, he defired that a mef- 
fenger might be difpatched to inform 
the marquis of his fituation, and to fig- 
nify his earneft wifh to fee him before 
he died. The progrefs of his diforder 
defied every art of medicine, and his 
vifible diftrefs of mind feemed to acce- 
lerate his fate. Perceiving his laft hour 
approaching, he requefled to have a 
eonfeflbr. The confeffor was Ihut up 
with him a confiderable time, and he 
had already received extreme unftion, 
when madame de Menon was fummoned 
to his bed fide. The hand o£ &t*&v 
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was now upon him, cold damps hung 
upon his brows, and he, with difficulty, 
raifed his heavy eyes to Madame as (he 
entered the apartment* He beckoned 
her towards him, and defiring that no 
perfon might be permitted to enter the 
room, was for a few moments filenu 
His mind appeared to labour under op- 
preflive remembrances ; he made fevc- 
ral attempts to fpeak, but either refolu- 
tion or ftrength failed him. At length, 
giving Madame a look of unutterable 
anguilh, €< Alas, madam/' faid he, 
" Heaven grants not the prayer of fuch 
a wretch as I am. I muft expire long be- 
fore the marquis can arrive. Since I ihall 
fee him no more, I would impart to you 
a fecret which* lies heavy at my heart, 
and which makes my lad moments 
dreadful, as they are without hope." 
" Be comforted," faid Madame, who was 
affedted by the energy of his manner, 
' * we are taught to believe that forgivenefs 
is never denied to fincere repentance." 
You, madam, are ignorant of the 
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enormity of my crime, and of the fe- 
cret — the horrid fecret which labours 
at my breaft. My guilt is beyond re- 
medy in this world, and I fear will be 
without pardon in the next ; I therefore 
hope little from confeffion even to a 
j>rieft. Yet fame good it is ftill in my 
power to do ; let me difclofe to you that 
fecret which is fo myfterioufly conneded 
with the fouthern apartments of this 
caftle." " What of them!" exclaimed 
Madame, with impatience* Vincent re- 
turned no anfwer ; exhaufted by the ef- 
fort of fpeaking, he had fainted. Ma- 
dame rung for affiftance, and by proper 
applications, his fenfes were recalled* 
He was, however, entirely fpeechlefs, 
and in this fiate* he remained till he ex- 
pired, which was about an hour after 
he had converfed with Madame. 

The perplexity and aftonifliment of 
Madame, were by the late fcene height- 
ened to a very painful degree. She 
recolle&ed the various particulars rela- 
tive to the fouthern divifiou o£ t\vfc 
C 2 caS&c* 
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caftle* the many years it had flood un- 
inhabited—the filenee which had been 
obferved concerning it — the appearance 
of the light and the figure— the fruit- 
lefs fearch for the keys, and the reports 
fo generally believed ; and thus remem- 
brance prefented her with a combina- 
tion of circumftances, which ferved only 
to increafe her wonder, and heighten her 
curiofity. A veil of myftery enveloped 
that part of the caftle, which it now 
feemed impoffible (hould ever be pene- 
trated, fince the only perfon who could 
have removed it, was no more. 

The marquis arrived on the day 
after that on which Vincent had ex- 
pired. He came attended by fervants 
only, and alighted at the gates of the 
caftle. with an air of impatience, and a 
countenance expreflive of ftrong emo- 
tion. Madame, with the young ladies, 
received him in the hall. He haftily 
faluted his daughters, and paffed on to 
the oak parlour, defiring Madame to 

follow 
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follow him. She obeyed, and the mar- 
quis enquired with great agitation after 
Vincent. When told of his death, he 
paced the room with hurried fteps, and 
was for fome time filent. At length 
feating himfelf, and furveying Madame 
with a fcrutinizing eye, he afked fome 
queftions concerning the particulars 
of Vincent's death. She mentioned 
his earned defire to fee the marquis, 
and repeated his laft words. The mar- 
quis remained filent, and Madame pro- 
ceeded to mention thofe circuftances 
relative to the fouthern divifion of the 
caftle, which (he thought it of fo much 
importance to difcover. He treated the 
affair very lightly, laughed at her con- 
jectures, reprefented the appearances fhe 
defcribed as the iliufions of a weak and 
timid mind, and broke up the conven- 
tion, by going to vifit the chamber of 
Vincent, in which he remained a confi- 
derable time. 

On the following day Emilia and 

Julia dined with the marquis. He was 
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gloomy and filent ; their efforts to amufe 
him feemed to excite difpleafure rather 
than kindnefs ; and when the repaft was 
concluded, he withdrew to his own 
apartment, leaving his daughters in a 
ftate of forrow and furprife. 

Vincent was to be interred, accord* 
ing to his own defire, in the church be* 
longing to the convent of St. Nicholas. 
One of the fervants, after receiving 
fomc neceflary orders concerning the 
funeral, ventured to inform the marquis 
of the appearance of the lights in the 
fouth tower. He mentioned the fuper- 
ftitious reports that prevailed amongft 
the houfhold, and complained that the 
fervants would not crofs the courts after 
it was dark. " And who is he that has 
commiflioned you with this ftory?" faid 
the marquis, in a tone of difpleafure j 
are the weak and ridiculous fancies of 
women and fervants to be obtruded 
upon my notice? Away — appear no 
more before me, till you have learned 
to fpeak what it is proper for me to 
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hear." Robert withdrew abaflied, and 
it was fome time before any perfon ven- 
tured to renew the fubjedt with the mar- 
quis. 

The majority of young Ferdinand 
now drew near, and the marquis deter- 
mined to celebrate the occafion with 
feftive magnificence at the caftle of 
Mazzini. He therefore fummoned 
the marchionefs, and his fon, from Na- 
ples, and very fplendid preparations 
were ordered to be made. Emelia and- 
Julia dreaded the arrival of the marchi- 
onefs, whofe influence they had long 
been fenfible of, and from whofe pre- 
fence they anticipated a painful reftraint. 
Beneath the gentle guidance of Madame 
deMenon, their hours had paffed in 
happy tranquillity, for they were igno- 
rant alikev of the forrows and the plea- 
fures of the world. Thofe did not op- 
prefs, and thefe did not inflame them. 
Engaged in the purfuits of knowledge, 
and in the attainment of elegant accom- 
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plifhments, their moments flew lightly 
away, and the flight of time was mark- 
ed only by improvement. In Madame 
was united the tendernefs of the mother, 
with the fympathy of a friend ; and they 
loved her with a warm and inviolable 
affe&ion. 

The purpofed vifit of their brother, 
whom they had not feen for fevcral 
years, gave them great pleafure. Al- 
though their minds retained no very 
diftinA remembrance of him, they look- 
ed forward with eager and delightful 
expe&ation to his virtues and his ta- 
lents ; and hoped to find in his com- 
pany, a confolation for the uneafinefs 
which the prefence of the marchionefs 
would excite. Neither did Julia con- 
template with indifference the approach- 
ing feftival. A new fcene was now 
opening to her, which her young ima- 
gination painted in the warm and glow- 
ing colours of delight. The near ap- 
proach of pleafure frequently awakens 

the 
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the heart to emotions, which would fail 
to be excited by a more remote and ab- 
ftraded obfervance. Julia, who in the 
diftance, had confidered the lplendid 
gaieties of life with tranquillity, now 
lingered with impatient hope through 
the moments which withheld her from 
their enjoyments, Emilia, whofe feel- 
ings were lefs lively, and whofe imagi- 
nation was lefs powerful, beheld the 
approaching feftival with calm confidef- 
ation, and almdft regretted the interrup- 
tion of thofe tranquil pleafures, which 
flie knew to be more congenial with 
her powers and difpofition. 

In a few days the marchionefs arriv- 
ed at the caftle. She was followed by a 
numerous retinue, and accompanied by 
Ferdinand, and feveral of the Italian 
noblefle, whom pleafure attracted to her 
train. Her entrance was proclaimed 
by the found of mufic, and thofe gates 
which had long rufted on their hinges, 
were thrown open to receive her. The 
C 5 courts 
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courts and halls, whofe afpeft fo lately 
exprefied only gloom and defolation, 
now (hone with fudden fplendor, and 
echoed the founds of gaiety and glad- 
nefs. Julia furveycd the fcene from an 
obfcure window ; and as the triumphal 
drains filled the air, her bread throb- 
'bed, her heart beat quick with joy, and 
flic loft her apprehenfions from the mar- 
chionefs in a fort of wild delight hither- 
to unknown to her. The arrival of the 
marchionefs feemed indeed the fignal 
of univerfal and unlimited pleafure. 
When the marquis came out to receive 
her, the gloom that lately clouded his 
countenance, broke away in fmiles of 
welcome, which the whole company 
appeared to confider as invitations to 
joy. 

The tranquil heart of Emilia was not 
proof againft a fcene fo alluring, agd 
ihe fighcd at the profpeft, yet fcarcely 
knew why* Julia pointed out to her 
fifter, the graceful figure of a young 
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man who followed the marchionefs, 
and flie expreffed her wifhes that he 
might be her brother. From the con- 
templation of the fcene before them, 
they were fummoned to meet the mar» 
chionefs. Julia trembled with appre- 
henfion, and for a few moments wiflied 
the caftle was in its former ftate. As 
they advanced through the faloon, in 
which they were prefented, Julia was 
covered with blufhes ; but Emilia, tho* 
equally timid, preferved her graceful 
dignity. The marchionefs received 
them with a mingled fmile of conde- 
fcenfion and politenefs, and immediately 
the whole attention of the company 
was attracted by their elegance and 
beauty. The eager eyes of Julia fought 
in vain to difcover her brother, of whofc 
features flie had no recollection in thofe 
of any of the perfons then prefent, At 
length her father prefented him, and 
(he perceived with a figh of regret, that 
he was not the youth flie had obferved 
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from the window. He advanced with 
a very engaging air, and Ihe met him 
with an unfeigned welcome. His figure 
was tall and majeftic ; he had a very 
noble and fpirited carriage ; and his 
countenance exprefled at once fweet- 
nefs and dignity. Supper was ferved 
in the eaft hall, and the tables were 
fpread with a profufion of delicacies. 
A band of mufic played during the re- 
paft, and the evening concluded with a 
concert in the faloon. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HPHE day of the feftival, fo long and 
•*• fo impatiently looked for by Julia, 
was now arrived. All the neighbour- 
ing nobility were invited, and the gates 
of the caftle were thrown open for a ge- 
neral rejoicing. A magnificent enter- 
tainment^ confifting of the moft luxuri- 
ous and expenfive difhes, was ferved 
in the halls. Soft mufic floated along 
the vaulted roofs, the walls were hung 
with decorations, and it feemed as if the 
hand of a magician had fuddenly meta- 
morphofed this once gloomy fabric into 
the palace of a fairy. The marquis, 
notwithftanding the gaiety of the fcene, 
frequently appeared abftradted from its 
enjoyments, and in fpite of all his efforts 
at cheerfulnefs, the melancholy of his 
heart was vifible in his countenance. 
Jn the evening there was a grand 
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ball : the marchionefs, who was ftill 
diftinguifhed for her beauty, and for 
the winning elegance of her manners, 
appeared in the mod fplendid attire. 
Her hair was ornamented with a profu- 
fion of jewels, but was fo difpofed as to 
give an air rather of voluptuoufnefs* 
than of grace, to her figure. Although 
confcious of her charms, flie beheld the 
beauty of Emilia and Julia with a jea- 
lous eye, and was compelled fecretly to 
acknowledge, that the fimple elegance 
with which they were adorned, was 
more enchanting than all the ftudied 
artifice of fplendid decoration. They 
were dreffed alike in light Sicilian 
habits, and the beautiful luxuriance of 
their flowing hair, was reftrained only 
by bandellets of pearl. The ball was 
opened by Ferdinand, and the lady 
Matilda Conftanza. Emilia danced with 
the young marquis della Fazelli, and 
acquitted herfelf with the eafe and dig- 
nity fo natural to her. Julia experi- 
enced 
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enced a various emotion of pleafure and 
fear when the count de Vereza, in whom 
flie recolledted^ the cavalier (he had ol> 
ferved from the window, led her forth* 
The grace of her ftep, and the elegant 
fymmetry of her figure, raifed in the 
affembly a gentle murmur of applaufe, 
and the foft blufli which now dole over 
her cheek, gave an additional charm to 
her appearance. But when the mufic 
changed, and (he danced to the foft Si- 
cilian meafure, the airy grace of her 
movement, and the unaffeded tender- 
nefs of her air, funk attention into fi- 
lence, which continued for fome time 
aftfcr the dance had ceafed. The mar- 
chionefs obferved the general admira- 
tion with feeming pleafure, and fecrot 
uneafinefs. She had fuffered a very 
painful folic itude, when the count de 
Vereza fele&ed her for his partner in 
the dance, and (he purfued him through 
the evening with an eye of jealous fcru- 
tiny. Her bofom, which before glow- 
ed 
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cd only with love, was now torn by the 
agitation of other paflions more vio- 
lent and deftrudtive. Her thoughts 
wpre reftlefs, her mind wandered from 
the fcene before her, and it required all 
her addrefs to preferve an apparent eafe. 
She faw, or fancied flie faw, an impaf- 
fioned air in the count, when he addreff- 
ed himfelf to Julia, that corroded her 
heart with jealous fury. 

At twelve the gates of the caftle were 
thrown Open, and the company quitted 
it for the woods, which were fplendidly 
illuminated. Arcades of light lined the 
long viftas, which were terminated by 
pyramids of lamps that prefented to 
the eye one bright column of flame. 
At irregular diftances buildings were 
eredted, hung with variegated lamps 
difpofed in the gayeft and moft fantaftic 
forms. Collations were fpread under 
the trees ; and mufic, touched by unfeen 
hands, breathed around. The mufici- 
ans were placed in the moft obfcure 
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and embowered fpots, fo as to elude the 
eye and ftrike the imagination. The 
fcene appeared enchanted. Nothing 
met the eye but beauty and romantic 
fplendor ; the ear received no founds 
but thofe of mirth and melody. The 
younger part of the company formed 
themfelves into groups, which at inter- 
vals glanced through the woods, and 
were again unfeen. Julia feemed the 
magic queen of the place. Her heart 
dilated with pleafure, and diffufed over 
her features an expreffion of pure and 
complacent delight. A generous, frank, 
and exalted fentiment fparkled in her 
eyes, and animated her manner. Her 
bofom glowed with benevolent affec- 
tions ; and flie feemed anxious to impart 
to all around her, a happinefs as unmix- 
ed as that fhe experienced. Wherever 
ihe moved, admiration followed her 
fteps. Ferdinand was as gay as the 
fcene around him. •Emilia was pleafed ; 
and the marquis feemed to have left his 
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melancholy in the caftle. The mar- 
chionefs alone was wretched. She fup* 
ped with a feled party, in a pavillion on 
the fea ihore, which was fitted up with 
peculiar elegance. It was hung with 
white filk, drawn up in feftoons, and 
richly fringed with gold. The fofas 
were of the fame materials, and alter- 
nate wreaths of lamps and of rofes en- 
twined the columns. A row of fmall 
lamps placed about the cornice, formed 
an edge of light round the roof which, 
with the other numerous lights, was re- 
fle&ed in a blaze of fplendor from the 
large mirrors that adorned the room. 
The count Muriani was of the party ;— 
he complimented the marchionefs on 
the beauty of her daughters ; and after 
lamenting with gaiety the captives 
which their charms would enthral, he 
mentioned the count de Vereza. " He 
is certainly of all others the man moft 
deferving the lady Julia. As they 
danced, I thought they exhibited a per- 
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feft model of the beauty of either fex ; 
and if I miftake not, they are infpired 
with a mutual admiration." The mar- 
chionefs, endeavouring to conceal her 
uneafinefs, faid, " Yes, my lord, I al- 
low the count all the merit you ad- 
judge him, but from the little I have 
feen of his difpofition, he is too volatile 
for a ferious attachment," At that in- 
ftant the count entered the pavillion : 
" Ah, faid Muriani, laughingly, you 
was the fubjeft of our converfation, and 
feem to be come in good time to 
receive the honours allotted you. I 
was interceding with the marchionefs 
for her intereft in your favour, with the 
lady Julia; but lhe abfolutely refufes 
it ; and though lhe allows you merit, 
alledges, that you are by nature fickle 
and inconftant. What fay you— would 
not the beauty of lady Julia bind your 
unfteady heart?" 

" I know not how I have deferved 
that character of the lnarcbionefs/ , laid 

he 
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the count with a fmile, " but that 
heart mull be either fickle or infenfible 
in an uncommon degree, which can 
boaft of freedom in the prefence of lady 
Julia." The marchionefs, mortified by 
the whole converfation, now felt the 
full force of Vereza's reply, which (he 
imagined he pointed with particular em- 
phafis. 

The entertainment concluded with a 
grand firework, which was exhibited on 
the margin of the fea, and the company 
did not part till the dawn of morning. 
Julia retired from the fcene with regret. 
She was enchanted with the new world 
that was now exhibited to her, and fhe 
was not cool enough to diftinguilh the 
vivid glow of imagination from the co- 
lours of real blifs. The pleafure (he 
now felt, flie believed would always be 
renewed, and in an equal degree, by the 
obje&s which firft excited it. The 
weaknefs of humanity is never willing- 
ly perceived by young minds. It is 

pain- 
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painful to know, that we, are operated • 
upon by objects whofe impreffions are 
variable as they are indefinable — and that 
what yefterday affected us ftrongly, is 
to-day but imperfedHy felt, and to-mor- 
row perhaps fliall be difregarded. When 
at length this unwelcome truth is re- 
ceived into the mind, we at firft rejeft, 
with difguft, every appearance of good, 
we difdain to partake of a happinefs 
which we cannot always command, and 
we not unfrequently fink into a tern- 
porary defpair. Wifdom or accident, 
at length, recall us from our error, and 
offers to us fome objedt capable of pro- 
ducing a pleafing, yet lafting effedt, 
which effedt, therefore, we call happi- 
nefs. Happinefs has this effential dif- 
ference from what is commonly called 
pleafure, that virtue forms its bafis, 
and virtue being the offspring of reafon, 
may be expected to produce uniformity 
of effea. 

The paffions which had hitherto lain 

con- 



( 4« > 

ccaled in JuliaV heart, touched by 
circumftance, dilated to its power, and 
afforded her a flight experience of the 
pain and delight which flow from their 
influence. The beauty and accom- 
plifhments of Vereza raifed in her a 
new and various emotion, which reflec- 
tion made her fear to encourage, but 
which was too pkafing to be wholly re- 
fitted. Tremblingly alive to a fenfe of 
delight, and unchilled by difappoint- 
ment, the young heart welcomes every 
feeling, not fimply painful,- with a ro- 
mantic expedation, that it will expand 
into blifs. 

Julia fought with eager anxiety to 
difcover the fentiments of Vereza to- 
wards her ; fhe revolved each circum- 
ftance of the day, but they afforded her 
little fatisfa&ion ; they reflected only a 
glimmering and uncertain light, which 
inftead of guiding, ferved only to per- 
plex her. Now flie remembered fomc 
inftance of particular attention, and then 
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feme mark of apparent indifference. 
She compared his condudt with that of 
the other young nobleffe ; and thought 
each appeared equally defirous of the 
favour of every lady prefent. % All the 
ladies, however, appeared to her to 
court the- admiration of Vereza, and fhc 
trembled left he fhould be too fenfible 
of the diftinftign. She drew from thefe 
reflections net . pofitive inference ; ^pd 
though diftruft rendered pain the pre- 
dominate fenfation, it was fo exquifite- 
ly interwoven with delight, that (he 
could not wifli it exchanged for her 
former eafe. Thoughtful and reftlefs, 
fleep fled from hjer eyes, and fhe long- 
ed with impatience for the morning, 
which ihould again prefent Vereza, 
and enable her to purfue the enquiry* 
She rofe early, and adorned herfelf 
with unufual care. In her favourite 
clofet flie awaited the hour of break- 
faft, and endeavoured to read, but her 
thoughts wandered from the fubjeft. 

Her 
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Her lute and favourite airs loft half 
their power to pleafe ; the day feemed 
to ftand ftill — fhe became melancholy, 
and thought the breakfaft hour would 
never arrive. At length the clock 
ftruck the fignal, the found vibrated on 
every nerve, and trembling fhe quitted 
the clofet for her lifter's apartment. 
Love taught her difguife. Till then 
Emilia had lhared all her thoughts; 
they now defcended to the breakfaft- 
room in filence, and Julia almoft feared 
to meet her eye. In the breakfaft- room 
they were alone. Julia found it impof- 
fible to fupport a converfation with 
Emilia, whofe obfervations interrupt- 
ing the courfe of her thoughts, became 
uninterefting and tirefome. She was 
therefore about to retire to her clofet, 
when the marquis entered. His air was 
haughty, and hisiook fevere. He cold- 
ly faluted his daughters, and they had 
fcarcely time to reply to his general 
enquiries, when the marchionefs enter- 
ed, 
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ed, and the company foon after aflem- 
bled. Julia, who had awaited with fo 
painful an impatience for the moment 
which fliould prefent Vereza to her 
fight, now fighed that it was arrived. 
She fcarcely dared to lift her timid 
eyes from the ground, and when by ac- 
cident they met his, a foft tremour 
feized her ; and apprehenfion left he 
Ihould difcover her fentiments, ferved 
only to render her confufion confpicu- 
ous. At length a glance from the 
marchionefs recalled her bewildered 
thoughts; and other fears fuperceding 
thofe of love, her mind, by degrees, re- 
covered its dignity. She could diftin- 
guifli in the behaviour of Vereza no 
fymptoms of particular admiration, and 
Ihe refolved to conduft herfelf towards 
him with the moft fcrupulous care. 

This day, like the preceding one, was 
devoted to joy. In the evening there 
was a concert, which was chiefly per- 
formed by the nobility. Ferdinand play- 
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ed the violincello, Vercza the german 
flute, and Julia the piano forte/ which 
flie touched with a delicacy and execu- 
tion that engaged every auditor. The 
confufion of Julia may be eafily ima- 
gined, when Ferdinand, felefting a 
beautiful duet, defired Vereza would 
accompany his fifter. The pride of 
confcious excellence, however, quickly 
overcame her timidity, and enabled her 
to exert all her powers. The air was 
fimple and pathetic, and flie gave it 
thofe charms of expreflion fo peculiarly 
her own. She ftruck the chords of her 
piano forte in beautiful accompani- 
ment, and towards fhe clofe of the fe- 
cond ftanza, her voice refting on one 
note, fwelled into a tone fo exquifite, 
and from thence defcended to a few 
fimple notes, which flie touched with 
fuch impaffioned tendernefs that every 
eye wept to the founds. The breath of 
the flute trembled, and Hippolitus en- 
tranced, forgot to play. A paufe.of 
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filence enfucd at the conclufion of the 
piece, and continued till a general fight 
feemed to awaken the audience from 
their enchantment. Amid the general 
applaufe, Hippolitus was lilent. Julia 
obferved his behaviour, and gently raid- 
ing her eyes to his, there read the fen- 
timents which {he had infpired. An 
exquifite emotion thrilled her heart, and 
fhe experienced one of thofe rare mo- 
ments which illuminate life with a ray of 
blifs, by which the darkness of its ge- 
neral -fliade is contrafted. Care, doubt, 
every difagreeable fenfation vanifhed, 
and for the remainder of the evening 
fhe was confeious only of delight. A 
timid refpeft marked the manner of 
Hippolitus, more flattering to Julia than 
the moft ardent profeffions. The even- 
ing concluded with a ball, and Julia 
was again the partner of the count. 

When the ball broke up, flie retired 

to her apartment, but not to fleep. Joy 

is as reftlefs as anxiety or forrow. She 
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feemed to have entered upon a new 
ftate of exiftence ; — thofe fine fprings 
of affe&ion which had hitherto lain con- 
cealed, were now touched, and yielded 
to her a happinefs more exalted than 
any her imagination had ever painted. 
She refle&ed on the tranquillity of her 
pall life, and comparing it with the emo- 
tions of the prefent hour, exulted in the 
difference. All her former pleafures 
now appeared infipid ; flie wondered 
that they ever had power to affed: her, 
and that flie had endured with content 
the dull uniformity to which fhe had 
been condemned. It was now only that 
fhe appeared to live. Abforbed in the 
fingle idea of being beloved, her imagi- 
nation foared into the regions of roman- 
tic blifs, and bore her high above the 
poflibility of evil. Since flie was be- 
loved by Hippolitus, flie could only be 
happy. 

From this (lata of entranced delight, 
(he was awakened by the found of ma- 
fic 
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fie immediately under her window. It 
was a lute touched by a mafterly hand. 
After a wild and melancholy fymphony, 
a voice of more than magic expreffion 
fwelled into an air fo pathetie and ten- 
der, that it feemed to breathe the very 
foul of love. The chords of the lute 
were flruck in low and fweet accom- 
paniment. Julia Hftened, and diftin* 
guiftied the following words : 

SONNET. 
STILL is the night-breeze! — not a lonely found 

Steals through the file nee of this dreary hour; 
O'er thefe high battlements Sleep reigns profound, 

And fheds on all, his fweet oblivious power. 

On all but me — I vainly afk his dews 
To fteep in fhort forgetful nefs my cares. 

Th' affrighted god ftill flies when Love purfues, 
Still— flill denies the wretched lover's prayers. 

An interval of filence followed, and 

the air was repeated ; after which the 

mufic was heard no more. If before 

Julia believed that fhe was loved by 

D 3 Hip- 



( 54 ) 

Hippolitus, fhe was now confirmed in 
the fweet reality. But fleep at length 
fell upon her fenfes, and the airy forms 
of ideal Wifs no longer fleeted before 
her imagination. Morning came, and 
ihe arofe light and refrefhed. How 
different were her prefent fenfations 
from thofe of the preceding day. Her 
anxiety had now evaporated in joy, and 
Ihe experienced that airy dance of fpi- 
rits which accumulates delight from 
every objeft ; and with a power like the 
touch of enchantment, can transform 
a gloomy defert into a fmiling Eden. 
She flew to the breakfaft-room, fcarcely 
confcious of motion; but, as (he en- 
tered it, a foft confufion overcame her ; 
Ihe bluflied, and almoft feared to meet 
the eyes of Vereza. She was prefently 
relieved, however, for the count was 
riot there. The company aflembled— 
Julia watched the entrance of every 
perfon with painful anxiety, but he for 
whom fhe looked did not appear. Sur- 
prized 
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prized and uneafy, flic fixed her eyes on 
the door, and whenever it opened, her 
heart, beat with an expectation which 
was as often checked by disappoint- 
ment. In fpite of all her efforts, her 
vivacity funk into languor, and (he 
then perceived that love may produce 
other fenfations thaa thofe of delight. 
She found it poflible to be. unhappy, 
though loved by Hippolitus ; and ac- 
knowledged with a figh of regret, which 
was yet new to her, how tremblingly 
her peace depended upoa him. He 
neither appeared nor was mentioned at 
breakfaft ; but though delicacy prevent- 
ed her enquiring after him, convention 
foon became irkfome to her, and (be 
retired to the apartment of Madame de 
Menon. There Ihe employed herfelf 
in painting, and endeavoured to be- 
guile the time till the hour of dinner, 
when Ihe hoped to fee Hippolitus, 
Madame was, as ufual, friendly and 
cheerful, but Ihe perceived a referve 
D 4 in 
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in the conduft of Julia, and penetrated 
without difficulty into its caufe. She 
was, however, ignorant of the objeft of 
her pupil's admiration. The hour fo 
eagerly defired by Julia at length ar- 
rived, and with a palpitating heart flie 
entered the hall. The count was not 
there, and in the courfe of converfa- 
tion, fhe learned that he had that morn- 
ing failed for Naples. The fcene which 
fo lately appeared enchanting to her eyes, 
now changed its hue ; and in the midft 
of fociety, and furrounded by gaiety, 
ihe was folitary and dejc&ed. She ac- 
cufedherfelfofhavingfufferedherwiflies 
to mislead her judgment ; and the pre- 
fent condudt Hippolitus convinced 
her, that (he had miftak.en admiration, 
for a fentiment more tender. She be- 
lieved too, that the mufician who had 
addreffed her in his fonnet, was not the 
count; and thus at once was diflblved 
all the ideal fabrick of her happinefs. 
How ftiort a period often reverfes the 

character 
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* chara&er of our fentiments, rendering 
that which yefterday we defpifed, to day 
defirable. The tranquil ftate which ftie 
had fo lately delighted to quit, (he now 
reflefted upon with regret. She had, 
however, the confolation of believing 
that her fentiments towards the count 
were unknown, and the fweet confci- 
oufnefs that her condudt had been go- 
verned by a nice fenfe of propriety. 

The public rejoicings at the caftle 
clofed with the week ; but the gay fpi- 
rit of the marchionefs forbade a return 
to tranquillity ; and (he fubftituted di- 
verfions more private, but in fplendour 
fcarcely inferior to the preceding ones. 
She had obferved the behaviour of Hip- 
politus on the night of the concert with 
chagrin, and his departure with forrow ; 
yetdifdaming to perpetuate misfortune 
by refle&ion, fhe fought to lofe the 
fenfe of difappointment in the hurry of 
diffipation. But her efforts to erafe him 
from her remembrance were ineffectual. 
D 5 Unaccuf- 
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Unaccuftomed to oppofe the bent o£ 
her inclinations, they now maintained- 
unbounded fway ; and ftie found too 
late, that in order to have a due com- 
mand of our paffions, it is neceflary to 
fubjedt them to early obedience. Paf- 
fion, in its undue influence, produces 
weaknefs as well as injuftice. The pain 
which now recoiled upon her heart from 
difappointment, flie had not ftrength of 
mind to endure, and ihe fought relief 
from its preffure in affliding the inno- 
cent. Julia, whofe beauty lhe ima- 
gined had captivated the count, and 
confirmed him in indifference towards 
herfelf, Ihe inceflantly tormented by 
the exercife of thofe various and fple* 
netic little arts, which elude the eye of 
the common obferver, and are only to 
be known by thofe who have felt them. 
Arts, which individually are inconfiderr 
able, but in the aggregate, amount to 
a cruel and decifive effedt* 

From Julia's mind the idea of happi- 

nefs 
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nets was now faded. Pleafure had with- 
drawn her beam from the profpeft, and 
the objedb no longer illumined by her 
ray, became dark and colourlefs. As 
often as her iituation would permit, Ihe 
withdrew from fociety, and fought the 
freedom of folitude, where (he could in- 
dulge in melancholy thoughts, and give 
a loofe to that defpair which is fo apt to 
follow the difappointment of our firft 
hopes. 

Week after week elapfed, yet no 
mention was made of returning to Na- 
ples. The marquis at length declared 
it his intention to fpend the remainder 
of the fummer in the caftle. To this 
determination the marchionefs fubmit- 
ted with decent refignation, for lhe was 
here furrounded by*a croud of flatterers, 
and her invention fupplied her with- 
continual diverfions : that gaiety which 
rendered Naples fo dear.to her, glittered 
in the woods of Mazzini, and refound- 
ed through the caftle. 

D6 The 
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The apartments of Madame de Menon 
were fpacious and noble. The windows 
opened upon the fea, and command- 
ed a view of the ftraits of Meffina, 
bounded on one fide by the beautiful 
Ihores of the ifle of Sicily, and on the 
other by the high mountains of Calabria. 
The ftraits, filled with veffels whofe 
gay ftreamers glittered to the fun beam, 
prefented to the eye an ever moving 
fcene. The principal room opened upon 
a gallery that overhung the grand ter- 
race of the caftle, and it commanded a 
profpeft which for beauty and extent 
has feldom been equalled. Thefe were 
formerly confidered the chief apart- 
ments of the caftle; and when the Mar- 
quis quitted them for Naples, were al- 
lotted for the refidence of Madame de 
Menon, and her young charge. The 
marchionefs, ftruck with the profpeft 
which the windows afforded, and with 
the pleafantnefs of the gallery, deter- 
mined to reftore the rooms to their for- 
mer 
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mer fplendour. She fignified this inten- 
tion to Madame, for whom other apart- 
ments were provided. The chambers 
of Emilia and Julia forming part of the 
fuite, they were alfo claimed by the mar- 
chionefs, who left Julia only her favou- 
rite clofet. The rooms to which they 
removed, were fpacious, but gloomy ; 
they had been for fome years uninhabit- 
ed ; and though preparations had been 
made for the reception of their new in- 
habitants, an air of defolation reigned 
within them that infpired melancholy 
fenfations. Julia obferved that her 
chamber, which opened beyond Ma- 
dame's, formed a part of the fouthern 
building, with which, however, there 
appeared no means of communication. 
The late myfterious circumftances relat- 
ing to this part of the fabric, now arofe 
to her imagination, and conjured up a 
terror which reafon could not fubdue. 
She told her emotions to Madame, who, 
with more prudence than fincerity, 

laughed 
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laughed at her fears. The behaviour 
of the marquis, the dying words of 
Vincent, together with the preceding 
circumftances of alarm, had funk deep 
in the mind of Madame, but flie faw 
the neceffity of confining to her own 
breaft, doubts which time only could 
refolve. 

Julia endeavoured to reconcile her- 
felf to the change, and a circumftance 
foon occurred which obliterated her pre- 
fent fenfations, and excited others far 
more interefting. One day that £he was 
arranging fome papers in the fmali 
drawers of a cabinet that flood in her 
apartment, flie found a picture which 
fixed all her attention. It was a mi- 
niature of a lady, whofe countenance 
was touched with forrow, and exprefied 
an air of dignified refignation. The 
mournful fweetnefs of her eyes, raifed 
towards Heaven with a look of fuppli- 
cation, and the melancholy languor 
that fliaded her features, fo deeply af- 

fedted 
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fefted Julia, that her eyes were filled 
with involuntary tears. She fighed and 
wept, ftill gazing on the pidture, which 
feemed to engage her by a kind of 
fafcination. She almoft fancied that 
the portrait breathed, and that the eyes 
were fixed on her's with a look of pene- 
trating foftnefs. % Full of the emotions 
.which the miniature had excited, flie 
prefented it to Madame, whofe min- 
gled forrow and furprize increafed her 
curiofity. But what were the various 
fenfations which prefled upon her heart, 
on learning that flie had wept over the 
refemblance of her mother ! Deprived 
of a mother's tendernefs before fhe 
was fenfible of its value, it was now 
only that flie mourned the event which 
lamentation could not recall. Emilia, 
with an emotion as exquifite, mingled 
her tears with thofe of her filler. With 
eager impatience they prefled Madame 
to difclofe the caufe of that forrow 
which fo emphatically marked the fea- 
tures of their mother. 

"Alas! 
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ts Alas ! my dear children," faid 
Madame, deeply fighing,, " you en- 
gage me in a tafk too fevere, not only 
for your peace, but for mine ; fince, in 
giving you the information you require, 
I mud retrace fcenes of my own life, 
which I wilh for ever obliterated. It 
would, however, be both cruel and un- 
jufl to with-hold an explanation fo near- 
ly interefting to you, and I will facri- 
fice my own eafe to your wifhes. 

" Louifa de Bernini, your mother, 
was, as you well know, the only daugh- 
ter of the count de Bernini. Of the 
misfortunes of your family, I believe 
you are yet ignorant. The chief ef- 
tates of the count were lituated in the 
Val di Demona, a valley deriving its 
name from its vicinity to Mount jEtna, 
which vulgar tradition has peopled with 
devils. In one of thofe dreadful erup- 
tions of iEtna, which deluged this valley 
with a flood of fire, a great part of your 
grandfather's domains in that quarter 

were 
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were laid wafte. The count was at that 
time with a part of his family at Mef- 
fina, but the countefs and her fon, who 
were in the country, were deftroyed. 
The remaining property of the count 
was proportionably inconfiderable, and 
the lofs of his wife and fon deeply af- 
fe<Sted him. He retired with Louifa, 
his only furviving child, who was then 
near fifteen, to a fmall eflate near Cat- 
tania. There was fome degree of rela- 
tionfhip between your grandfather and 
myfelf ; and your mother was attached 
to me by the ties of fentiment, which, 
as we grew up, united us ftili more 
ftrongly than thofe of blood. Our plea- 
fures and our taftes were the fame ; and 
a fimilarity of misfortunes might, per- 
haps, contribute to cement our early 
friendfhip. I, like herfelf, had loft a 
parent in the eruption of iEtna. My 
mother had died before I underftood 
her value, but my father, whom I re- 
vered and tenderly loved, was deftroyed 

by 
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by one of thofe terrible^ events ; his 
lands were buried beneath the lava, and 
he left an only fon and myfelf to mourn 
his fate, and encounter the evils of po- 
verty. The count, who was our neareft 
furviving relation, generoufly took us 
home to his houfe, and declared that he 
confidered us as his children. To amufe 
his leifure hours, he undertook to finifh 
the education of my brother, who was 
then about feventen, and whofe rifing, 
genius promifed to reward the labours 
of the count. Louifa and myfelf often 
lhared the inftruftion of her father, and 
at thofe hours Orlando was generally of 
the party. The tranquil retirement of 
the count's fituation, the rational em- 
ployment of his time between his own 
ftudies, the education of thofe whom 
he called his children, and the conver- 
fation of a fewfeledt friends, anticipated 
the effedt of time, and foftened the af- 
perities of his diftrefs into a tender 
complacent melancholy. As for Louifa 

and 
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and myfelf, who were yet new in life, 
and whole fpirits poffeffed the happy 
elafticity of youth, our minds gradually 
fliifted from fuffering to tranquillity, and 
from tranquillity to happinefs. I have 
fometimes thought that when my bro- 
ther has been reading to her a delightful 
paffage, the countenance of Louifa dif- 
covered a tender intereft, which feem- 
ed to be excited rather by the reader 
than by the author. Thefe days, which 
was furely the moft enviable of our 
lives, now pafled in ferene enjoyments, 
and in continual gradations of improve- 
ment, 

" The count defigned ray brother 
for the army, and the time now drew 
nigh when he was to join the Sicilian 
regiment, in which he had a commiffion. 
The abfent thoughts, and deje&ed fpi- 
rits of my coufin, now difcovered to 
me the fecret which had long been con- 
cealed even from herfelf ; for it was not 
till Orlando was about to depart, ;hat 
ihe perceived how dear he was to 

her 
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her peace. On the eve of his de- 
parture, the count lamented with fa- 
therly, yet manly tendernefs, the dis- 
tance which was foon to feparate us. 
" But we Ihall meet agaiq," faid he, 
" when the honours of war fhall have 
rewarded the bravery of my fon. Lou- 
ifa grew pale, a half fuppreffed figh ef- 
caped her, and to conceal her emotion, 
ihe turned to her harpfichord. 

u My brother had a favourite dog, 
which, before he fet off, he prefented 
to Julia, and committing it to her care, 
begged fhe would be kind to it, and 
fometimes remember its mafter. He 
checked his riling emotion, but as he 
turned from her, I perceived the tear 
that wetted his cheek. He departed, 
and with him the fpirit of our happi- 
nefs feemed to evaporate. The fcenes 
which his prefence had formerly en- 
livened, were now forlorn and melan- 
choly, yet we loved to wander in what 
were once his favourite haunts. Louifa 

forbore 
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forbore to mention my brother even to 
me, but frequently when flie thought 
herfelf unobferved, flie would Heal to 
her harpfichord, and repeat the drain 
which flie had played on the evening 
before his departure. 

" We had the pleafure to hear from 
time to time that he was well ; and 
though his own modefty threw a veil 
over his conduft, we could colled: 
from other accounts that he had be- 
haved with Tgreat bravery. At length 
the time of his return approached, and 
the enlivened fpirits of Julia declared 
the influence he retained in her heart. 
He returned, bearing public teftimony 
of his valour in the honours which had 
been conferred upon him. He was re- 
ceived with univerfal joy ; the count 
welcomed him with the pride and fond- 
nefs of a father, and the villa became 
again the feat of happinefs. His per- 
fon and manners were much improved; 
the elegant beauty of the youth was 

now 
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now exchanged for the graceful dignity 
of manhood, and fome knowledge of 
the world was added to that of the 
fciences. The joy which illumined 
his countenance when he met Julia, 
fpoke at once his admiration and his 
love ; and the blufh which her obfer- 
vation of it brought upon her cheek, 
would have discovered even to an un- 
interefted fpe&ator that this joy was 
mutual. 

" Orlando brought with him a young 
Frenchman, a brother officer, who had 
refcued him from imminent danger in 
battle, and whom he introduced to the 
count as his preferver. The count re- 
ceived him with gratitude and diftinc- 
tion, and he was for a confiderable time 
an inmate at the villa. His manners 
were Angularly pleafing, and his under- 
ftanding was cultivated and refined. 
He foon difcovered a partiality for me, 
and he was indeed too pleafing to be 
feen with indifference. Gratitude for 

the 
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the valuable life he had preferred, was 
perhaps the ground work of an efteem 
which foon increafed into the mod af- 
fectionate love. Our attachment grew 
ftronger as our acquaintance increafed ; 
and at length the chevalier de Me- 
non afked me of the count, who con- 
sulted my heart, and finding it favour- 
able to the connexion, proceeded to 
make the neceffary enquiries concern- 
ing the family of the ftranger. He ob- 
tained a iatisfaftory and pleafing ac- 
count of it. The chevalier was the fe- 
cond fon of a French gentleman of large 
eftates in France, who had been fome 
years deceafed. He had left feveral 
fons ; the family eftate, of courfe, de- 
volved to the eldeft, but to the two 
younger he had bequeathed confiderable 
property. Our marriage was folem- 
nized in a private manner at the villain 
the prefence of the count, Louifa, and 
my brother. Soon after the nuptials, 
my hufband and Orlando were remand- 
ed 
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cd to their regiments. My brother's 
affe&ions were now unalterably fixed 
upon Louifa, but a fentiment of deli- 
cacy and generofity flill kept him filent. 
He thought, poor as he was, to folicit 
the hand of Louifa, would be to repay 
the kindnefs of the count with ingrati- 
tude. I have feen the inward ftruggles 
of his he^rt, and mine has bled for him. 
The count and Louifa fo earneftly foli- 
cited me to remain at the villa during 
the campaign, that at length my huf- 
band confented. We parted — O ! let 
me forget that period! — Had I accom- 
panied him, all might have been well ; 
and the long," long years of affliction 
which followed had been fpared me/' 

The horn now founded the fignal 
for dinner, and interrupted the* narra- 
tive of Madame. Her beauteous au- 
ditors wiped the tears from their eyes, 
and with extreme reluftance defcended 
to the hall. The day was occupied 
with company and diverfions, and it 

was 
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was not till late in the evening that 
they were fuffered to retire. They 
haftened to Madame immediately" upon 
their being releafed ; and too much in- 
terefted for ileep, and too importunate 
to be repulfed, folicited the fequel of 
her ftory. She objedted the latenefs of 
the hour, but at length' yielded to their 
entreaties. They drew their chairs clofe 
to her's ; and every fenfe being abforb- 
ed in the fingle one of hearing, fol- 
lowed her through the courfe of her 
narrative. 

" My brother again departed with- 
out difclofing his fentiments ; the effort 
it coft him was evident, but his fenfe 
of honour furmotinted every oppofing 
confideration. Louifa 3gain drooped, 
and pined in'filent forrow. I lamented 
equally for my friend and my brother; 
and have a thoufand times accufed that 
delicacy as falfe, which with-held them 
from the happinefs they might fo eafily 
and fo innocently have obtained. The 

Vol. I. E beha- 
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behaviour of the count, at leaft to my 
eye, feemed to indicate the fatisfaftion 
which this union would have given him# 
It was about this period that the mar- 
quis Mazzini firft faw and became ena- 
moured of Louifa. His propofak were 
very flattering, but the count forbore to 
exert the undue authority of a father ; 
and he ceafed to prefs the connection, 
when he perceived that Louila was really 
averfe to it. Louifa was fenfible of the 
generofity of his condu&, and fhe could 
fcarcely rejeft the alliance without a 
figh, which her gratitude paid to the 
kindnefs of her father. 

" But an event now happened which 
diflblved at once our happinefs, and all 
our air drawn fchemes for futurity. A 
difpute, which it feems originated in a 
trifle, but foon increafed to a ferious de- 
gree, arofe between the Chevalier de Me- 
non and my brother. It was decided 
by the fword, and my dear brother fell 
by the hand of my hufband. I fliall 

pafs 
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pafs over this period of my life. It is 
too painful for recollection. The ef- 
fed of this event upon Louifa was fuch 
as may be imagined. The world w*s now 
become indifferent to her, and as (he 
had no profpeft of happinrfs for her- 
felf, Ihe was unwilling to wkh-hold it 
from the father who had deferved fo 
much of her. After fome time, when 
the marquis renewed his addreffes, ihe 
gave him her hand. The chara&ers cf 
the marquis and his lady were in their 
nature too oppofite to form a happy 
union. Of this Louifa was very foon 
fenfible; and though the mildnefs of 
her difpofition made her tamely fubmit 
to the unfeeling authority of her huf- 
band, his behaviour funk deep in her 
heart, and (he pined in fecret. It was 
impoffible for her to avoid oppofing the 
character of the marquis to that of him 
upon whom her affe&ions had been fe 
fondly and fa juftly fixed. Thecom- 
parifon inGFeafed her fufferings, which 
£ 2 foon 
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foon preyed upon her cqnftitution, and 
very vifibly affe&ed her health. Her 
fituation deeply affli&ed the count, and 
united with the infirmities of age to 
ihorten his life. 

" Upon his death, I bade adieu to 
my coufin, and quitted Sicily for Italy, 
where the Chevalier de Menon had for 
fome time expe&ed me. Our meeting 
was very affedting. My refentment 
towards him was done away, when I 
obferved his pale and altered counte- 
nance, and perceived the melancholy 
which preyed upon his heart. All the 
airy vivacity of his former manner was 
fled, and he was devoured by unavail- 
ing grief and remorfe. He deplored 
with unceafing forrow the friend he 
had murdered, and my prefence feem- 
ed to open< a freih the wounds which 
time had begun to clofe. His afflic- 
tion, united with my own, was almoft 
more than I could fupport, but I was 
doomed to fuffer, and endure yet more. 

In 
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In a fubfequent engagement my huf- 
band, weary of exiftence, ruflbed into 
the heat of battle, and there obtained 
an honourable death. In a paper which 
he left behind him, he faid it was his 
intention to die in that battle ; that he 
had long wiftied for death, and waited 
for an opportunity of obtaining it with- 
out ftaining his own character by the 
cowardice of fuicide, or diftrefling me 
by an ad: of butchery. This event 
gave the finifhing ftroke to my afflic- 
tions ; — yet let me re tradfc :— another 
misfortune awaited me when I leaft ex- 
pe&ed one. The Chevalier de Menon 
died without a will, and his brothers 
refufed to give up his eftate, unlefs I 
could produce a witnefs of my mar- 
riage. I returned 10 Sicily, and to my 
inexpreffible forrow found that your 
mother had died during my (lay abroad, 
a prey, I fear, to grief. The prieft who 
performed the ceremony of my mar- 
riage, having been threatened with. 
E 3 puniflx- 
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punifhment for fome ecclefiaftical of- 
fences, hiad fecretly left the country ; 
and thus was I deprived of thofe proofs 
which were neceffary to authenticate 
my claims to the eftates of my hufband. 
His brothers, to whom I was an utter 
ftranger, were either too prejudiced to 
believe, or believing, were too diflio- 
nourable to acknowledge the juftice of 
my claims. I was therefore at once 
abandoned to forrow and to poverty; 
a fmall legacy from the count de Ber- 
nini being all that now remained to 
me." 

€t When the marquis married Maria 
de Vellorno, which was about this pe- 
riod, he defigned to quit Mazzini for 
Naples. His fon was to accompany 
him, but it was his intention to leave 
you, who were both very young, to the 
care of fome per fon qualified to fuper- 
intend your education. My circum- 
ftances rendered the office acceptable, 
and my former friendfliip for your mo- 
ther 
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ther made the duty pleafing to me. 
The marquis was, I believe^ glad to be 
fpared the trouble of fearching further 
for what he had hitherto found it diffi- 
cult to obtain — a perfon whom inclina- 
tion as well as duty would bind to his 
intereft." 

Madame ceafed to fpeak, and Emilia 
and Julia wept to the memory of the 
mother, whofe misfortunes this ftory 
recorded. The fufferings of Madame, 
together with her former friendfhip for 
the late marchionefs, endeared her to 
her pupils, who from this period endea- 
voured by every kind and delicate at- 
tention to obliterate the traces of her 
forrows; Madame was fenfible of this 
tendernefs, and it was produ&ive ia 
fome degree of the effect defired. But 
a fubjeft foon after occurred, which 
drew off their minds from the confider- 
ation of their mother's fate to a fubjedr 
more wonderful and equally intereft- 
ing. 

£ 4 One 



( So ) 

One night that Emilia and Julia had 
been detained, by company, in ceremo- 
nial reftraint, later than ufual, they were 
induced by the eafy converfation of Ma- 
dame, and by the pleafure which a re- 
turn to liberty naturally produces, to 
defer the hour of repofe till the night 
was far advanced. They were engaged 
in interefting difcourfe, when Madame, 
who was then fpeaking, was interrupted 
by a low hollow found, which arofe from 
beneath the apartment, and feemed like 
the clofing of a door. Chilled into a 
filence, they liftened and diftindtly heard 
it repeated. Deadly ideas crowded upon 
their imaginations, and infpired a terror 
which fcarcely allowed them to breathe. 
The noife lafted only for a moment, 
and a profound filence foon enfued. 
Their feelings at length relaxed, and 
fuffered them to move to Emilia's 
apartment, when again they heard the 
fame founds. Almoft diftrafted with 
fear, they rufhed into Madame's apart- 
ment. 
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mcnt, where Emilia funk upon the bed 
and fainted. It was a confiderable time 
ere the efforts of Madame recalled her 
to fenfation. When they were again 
tranquil, (he employed all her endea- 
vours to compofe the fpirits of the 
young ladies, and difluade them from 
alarming the caftle. Involved in dark 
and fearful doubts, flie yet* commanded 
her feelings, and endeavoured to affume 
an appearance of compofure. The 
late behaviour of the marquis had con- 
vinced her that he was nearly connected 
with the myftery which hung over this 
part of the edifice ; and flie dreaded to 
excite his refentment by a further men- 
tion of alarms, which were perhaps only 
ideal, and whofe reality (he had cer- 
tainly no means of proving. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, 
(he endeavoured to prevail on Emilia 
and Julia, to await in (ilence fome con- 
firmation of their furmifes ; but their 
terror made this a very difficult ta(k. 
E 5 They 
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They acquiefced, however, fo far with 
her wifhes, as to agree to conceal the 
preceding circumftances from every 
perfon but their brother, without whofe 
prote&ing prefence they declared it 
utterly impoffible to pafs another night 
in the apartments. For the remainder 
of this night they refolved to watch. 
To beguile the tedioufnefs of the time 
they endeavoured to converfe, but the 
minds of Emilia and Julia were too 
much affe&ed by the late occurrence 
to wander from the fubjeft. They 
Compared this with the foregoing cir- 
cumftance of the figure and the light 
which had appeared ; their imaginations 
kindled wild conje&ures, and they fub- 
rpitted their opinions to Madame, en- 
treating her to inform them fincerely, 
whether flie believed that difembodied 
fpirits were ever permitted to vifit this 
earth. 

" My children," faid fhe, " I will 
not attempt to perfuade you that the 

exigence 
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exiftence of fuch fpirits is impoffible. 
Who (hall fay that any thing is impof- 
fible to God ? We know that he has 
ftiade us, who are embodied fpirits ; he,, 
therefore, can make unembodied fpi- 
rits. If we cannot underftand how fuch 
fpirits exift, we fhould confider the li- 
mited powers of our minds, and that 
we can not underftand many things 
which are indifputabiy true. No one 
yet knows why the magnetic needle 
points to the north ; yet you, who have 
never feen a magnet, do not hefitate to 
believe that it has this tendency, be- 
caufe you have been well afTured of it, 
both from books and in converfation. 
Since, therefore, we are fure that no* 
thing is impoffible to God, and that 
fuch beings may exift, though we can 
not tell how,, we ought to confider by 
what evidence tfieir exiftence is fup* 
ported. I do not fay that fpirits have 
appeared ; but if feveral difcreet unpre- 
judiced perfons were to affure itte that 
£6' they 
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they had feen one, I Ihould not be 
proud or bold enough to reply— " it is 
impoffible." Let not, however, fuch 
confiderations difturb your minds. I 
have faid thus much, becaufe I was un- 
willing to impofe upon your underftand- 
ings ; it is now your part to exercife 
your reafon, and preferve the unmoved 
confidence of virtue. Such fpirits, if 
indeed they have ever "been feen, can 
have appeared only by the exprefs per- 
iniflion of God, and for fome very fin- 
gular purpofes; be aflured that there 
are no beings who adt unfeen by him ; 
and that, therefore, there are none from 
whom innocence can ever fuffer harm." 

No further founds difturbed them for 
that time ; and before the morning 
dawned, wearinefs infenfibly overcame 
apprehenfion, and funk them in repofe. 

When Ferdinand learned the circum- 
ftances relative to the fouthem fide of 
the cjftle, his imagination feized with 
avidity each appearance of myftery, 

and 
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and infpired him with an irrefiftible de- 
fire to penetrate the fecrets of this defo- 
late part of the fabrick. He very rea- 
dily confented to watch with his fitters 
in Julia's apartment ; but as his cham- 
ber was in a remote part of the caftle, 
there would be fome difficulty in paf- 
fing unobferved to her's. It was agreed, 
however, that when all was hufhed, he 
Ihould make the attempt. Having thus 
refolved, Emilia and Julia waited the 
return of night with reftlefs and fear- 
ful impatience. 

At length the family retired to reft. 
The caftle clock had ftruck one, and 
Julia began to fear that Ferdinand had 
been difcovered, when a knocking was 
heard at the door of the outer chamber. 

Her heart beat with apprehenfions, 
which reafon could not juftify. Ma- 
dame rofe, and enquiring who was there, 
was anfwered by the voice of Ferdinand. 
The door was chearfully opened. They 
drew their chairs round him, and en- 
deavoured 



* 
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deavoured to pafs the time in converfa- 
tion; but fear and expectation attra&ed 
all their thoughts to one fubjeft, and 
Madame alone preferved her compo- 
fure. The hour was now come when- 
the founds had been heard the preced- 
ing night,, and every ear was given to 
attention. All, however, remained 
quiet, and the night paffed without an; 
new alarm. 

The greater part of feveral fucceed- 
Ing nights were fpent in watching, but 
no founds difturbed their filencc Fer- 
dinand, in whofe mind the late circum- 
stances had excited a degree of aftoniflv- 
ment and curiofity fuperior to common 
obftacles, determined, if poffible, to 
gain admittance to thofe receffe&of the 
caftle which had for lb many year* 
been hid from human eye. This, how<- 
ever, was a defign which he faw little 
probability of accomplifhing, for the 
keys of that part of the edifice were in 
the poffeffion of the marquis,, of whofe 

late 
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late conduft he judged too wAl to be- 
lieve he would fuffer the apartments to 
be explored. He racked his invention 
for the means of getting accefs to them, 
and at length recolle&ing that Julia's 
chamber formed a part of thefc build- 
ings, it occurred to him, that according 
to the mode of building in old times, 
there might formerly have been a com- 
munication between them. This con- 
fideration fuggefted to him the poffibi- 
lity of a concealed door in her apart- 
ment, and he determined to furvey it 
pn the following night with great care. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER III. 

HPHE caftle was buried in fleep when 
■** Ferdinand again joined his lifters 
in Madame's apartment. With anxious 
cufiofity they followed him to the 
chamber. The room was hung 'with 
tapeftry. Ferdinand carefully founded 
the wall which communicated with 
the fouthern buildings. From one part 
of it a found was returned, which con- 
vinced him there was fomething lefs 
folid than ftone. He removed the ta- 
peftry, and behind it appeared, to his 
inexpreffible fatisfa&ion, a fmall door. 
With a hand trembling through eager- 
nefs, he undrew the bolts, and was 
rufhing forward, when he perceived 
that a lock with held his paflage. The 
keys of Madame and his .fitters were 
applied in vain, and he was compelled 
to fubmit to difappbintment at the very 
moment when he congratulated him- 

felf 
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felf on fuccefs, for he had with him no 
means of forcing the door. 

He flood gazing on the door, and 
inwardly lamenting, when a low hollow 
found was heard from beneath. Emilia 
and Julia feized his arm ; and almoft 
finking with apprehenfion, liftened in 
profound filence. A footftep was dif. 
tindtly heard, as if pafling through the 
apartment below, after which all was 
ftill. Ferdinand, fired by this confirma- 
tion of the late report, rufhed on to the 
door, and again tried to burfl his way, 
but it refitted all the efforts of his 
ftrength. The. ladies now rejoiced in 
that circumflance which they fo lately 
lamented ; for the founds had renewed 
their terror, and thoygh the night pafied 
without further diflurbance, their fears 
were very little abated. 

Ferdinand, whofe mind was wholly 
occupied with wonder, could with dif- 
ficulty await the return of night. Emi- 
lia and Julia were fcarcely lefs impati- 
ent. 
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ent. They counted the minutes as they 
pafled ; and when the family retired to 
reft, hallened with palpitating hearts to 
the apartment of Madame. They were 
foon after joined by Ferdinand, who 
brought with him tools for cutting away 
the lock of the door. They paufed a 
few moments in the chamber in fear- 
ful filence, but no found difturbed the 
flillnefs of night. Ferdinand applied a 
knife to the door, and in a fhort time fe- 
parated the lock. The door yielded, 
and difclofed a large and gloomy gal- 
lery. He took a light. Emilia and 
Julia, fearful of remaining in the cham- 
ber, refolved to accompany him, and 
each feizing an arm of Madame, they 
followed in filence. The gallery was? 
in many parts falling to decay, the del- 
ing was broke, and the window (hutter* 
fhattered, which, together with the 
dampnefs of the walls, gave the place 
an air of wild defolation. 
They pafled lightly on, for their fteps 

ran 
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ran in whifpering echoes through the 
gallery, and often did Julia call a fear- 
ful glance around. 

The gallery terminated in a large old 
ftair-cafe, which led to a hall below ; 
on the left appeared feveral doors which 
fcemed to lead to feparate apartments. 
While they hefitated which courfe to 
purfue, a light flaftied faintly up the 
ftair-cafe, and in a moment after pafied 
away ; at the fame time was heard the 
found of a diftant footftep. Ferdinand 
drew his fword and fprarrg forward ; his 
companions fcreaming with terror, ran 
back to Madame's apartment. 

Ferdinand defcended a large vaulted 
hall ; he crofied it towards a low arched 
door which was left half open, and 
through which ftreamed a ray of light. 
The door opened upon a narrow winding 
paflage ; he entered, and the light re- 
tiring, was quickly loft in the windings 
of the place. Still he went on. The 
paflage grew narrower, and the frequent 

frag- 
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fragments of loofe ftone, made it now 
difficult to proceed. A low door clofed 
the avenue, refembling that by which 
he had entered. He opened it, and dis- 
covered a fquare room, from whence 
rofe a winding ftair-cafc, which led up 
the fouth tower of the caftle. Ferdi- 
nand paufed to liften ; the found of 
fteps was ceafed, and all was profoundly 
filent. A door on the right attradted 
his notice ; he tried to open it, but it was 
fattened. He concluded, therefore, 
that the perfon, if indeed a human be- 
ing it was that bore the light he had 
feen, had pafled up the tower. After a 
momentary hefitation, he determined to 
afcend the flair-cafe, but its ruinous 
condition made this an adventure of 
fome difficulty. The fteps were decay- 
ed and broken, and the loofenefs of the 
flones rendered a footing very infecure. 
Impelled by an irrefiftible curiofity, he 
was undifmayed, and began the afcent. 
He had not proceeded very far, when the 

ftones 
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(tones of a ftep which his foot had juft 
quitted, loofened by his weight, gave 
way ; and dragging with them thofe ad- 
joining, formed a chafm in the ftair- 
cafe that terrified even Ferdinand, who 
was left tottering on the fufpended half 
of the fteps, in momentary expectation 
of falling to the bottom with the ftone 
on which he refted. In the terror which 
this occafioned, he attempted to fave 
himfelf by catching at a kind of beam 
which proje&ed over the flairs, when 
the lamp dropped from his hand, and he 
was ieft in total darknefs. Terror now 
ufurped the place of every other inter- 
eft, and he was utterly perplexed how 
to proceed. He feared to go on, left the 
fteps above, as infirm as thofe below, 
fhould yield to his weight ; — to return 
was impracticable, for the darknefs pre* 
eluded the poffibility of difcovering a 
means. He determined, therefore, to 
remain in this fituation till light fhould 
dawn through the narrow grates in the 

walls, 
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Walls, and enable him to contrive fome 
method of letting himfelf down to the 
ground. 

He had remained here above an hour, 
when he fuddenly heard a voice from 
below. It feemed to come from the 
paffage leading to the tower, and per- 
ceptibly drew nearer. His agitation 
was now extreme, for he had no power 
of defending himfelf, and while he re- 
mained in the ftate of torturing expec- 
tation, a blaze of light burft upon the 
Hair-cafe beneath him. In the fucceed- 
ing moment he heard his own name 
founded from below. His apprehenfions 
inftantly vanifhed, for he diftinguifhed 
the voices of Madame and his lifters. 

They had awaited his return in all 
the horrors of apprehenfion, till at 
length all fear for themfelves was loft 
in their concern for him ; and they, who 
fo lately had not dared to enter this part 
of the edifice, now undauntedly fearch- 
ed it in quell of Ferdinand. What 

were 
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Twere their emotions when they difco- 
vered his perilous fituation ! 

The light now enabled him to take 
a more accurate furvey of the place. 
He perceived that fome few ftones of 
the fteps which had fallen, ftill remain- 
ed attached to the wall, but he feared 
to truft to their fupport only. He ob- 
ferved, however, that the wall itfelf 
was partly decayed, and confequently 
rugged with the corners of half worn 
ftones. On thefe finall projections he 
contrived, with the affiftanceof the fteps 
already mentioned, to fufpend himfelf, 
and at length gained the unbroken part 
of the ftairs in fafety. It is difficult to 
determine which individual of the party 
rejoiced' moil at this efcape. The morn- 
ing now dawned, and Ferdinand defifi> 
cd for the prefent from farther enquiry. 

The intereft which thefe myfterious 
circumftances excited in the mind of 
Julia, had with-drawn her attention 
from a fubjedt more dangerous to its 
peace. The image of Vereza, notwith- 

ftanding, 
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{landing, would frequently intrude upon 
her fancy ; and awakening the recol- 
lection of happy emotions, would call 
forth a figh which all her efforts could 
not fupprefs. She loved to indulge the 
melancholy of her heart in the folitude 
of the woods. One evening (he took 
her lute to a favourite fpot on the fea 
Ihore, and rcfigning herfelf to a pleafing 
fadnefs, touched fome fweet and plain- 
tive airs. The purple flufh of evening 
was diffufed over the heavens. . The 
fun, involved in clouds of fplendid and 
innumerable hues, was fetting o'er the 
diftant waters, whofe clear bofom glow- 
ed with rich reflection. The beauty of 
the fcene, the foothing murmur of the 
high trees, waved by the light air 
which overfhadowed her, and the foft 
fhelling of the waves that flowed gently 
in upon the fliores, infenfibly funk her 
mind into a ftate of repofe. She touch- 
ed the chords of her lutfe in fweet and 
wild melody, and fung the following 
ode : 

EVEN- 
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EVENING. 

EVENING veiPd in dewy fliades, } 

Slowly finks upon the main ; 
See th* empnrpled glory fades, ^ 

Beneath her fober, chaften'd reign. 

Around her car the penfive Hoars, 

In fweet illapfes meet the fight, 
Crown'd their brows with clofing flow'rs 

Rich with chryftal dews of night. 

Her hands, the dufky hues arrange 

0*er the fine tints of parting day ; 
Infenfibly the colours change, 

And languid* into foft decay. 

Wide o'er the waves her fliadowy veil fhe draws, 
As faint they die along the diflant (hores ; 

Through the flill air I mark each folemn paufe, 
Each riiing murmur which the wild wave pours* 

A browner (hadow fpreads upon the air 

And o'er the fcene a penfive grandeur throws ; 

The rocks— the woods a wilder beauty wear, 
And the deep wave in fofter mufic flows, 

And now the diflant view where vifion fails 
Twilight and grey obfeurity pervade; 

Tint following tint each dark' ning objeft veils, 
Till all the landfcape finks into the ihade. 
VoImI P Oft 
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Oft from the airy deep of fome lone hill, 
While fleeps the fecne beneath the purple glow ; 

And evening lives o'er all ferene and dill, 
Wrapt let me view the magic world below ! 

And catch the dying gale that fwells remote, 
That deals the fweetnefs from the ftiepherd's flute; 

The diftant torrent's melancholy note 

And the foft warblings of the lover's lute. 

Still through the deep'ning gloom of bow'ry fhadei 
To Fancy's eye fantafHc forms appear ; 

Low whifp'ring echoes deal along the glades 
And thrill the hear with wildly-pleafing fear* 

Parent of (hades ! —of filence ! — dewy airs ! 
Of folemn muting, and of vifion wild 1 
To thee my foul her pen five tribute bears, 
. And hails thy gradual fiep, thy influence mild. 

Having ceafed to ling, her fingers 
wandered over the lute in melancholy 
fymphony, and for fome moments flic 
rertiained loft in the fweet fenfafions 
which the mufic and the fcenery had 
infpired. She was awakened from her 
reverie, by a figh that ftole from among 
the trees, and directing her eyes whence 
it came, beheld — Hippolitus !_A thou- 

fand 
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ftnd fweet and mingled emotions preflcd 
upon her heart, yet (he fcarcely dared 
to truft the evidence of fight. He ad- 
vanced, and throwing himfelf at her 
feet. " Suffer me/ 1 faid he, in a tre«- 
mulous voice, * € to difclofe to you the 
fentimentp which you have infpired, 
add to offer you the effufions of a heart 
filled only with love and admiration.'* 
** Rife, my lord," faid Julia, moving 
from her feat with an air of dignity, 
** that attitude is neither becoming you 
to ufe, or me to fuffer. The evening 
is doing, and Fjerdtnarid will b$ impa- 
tfent to fee yo»/* 

M $Jever will I rife, Madam/* ic- 
pUed the C9*rot, with an impaflioned 
air, ttlt-rHe was interrupted by the 
iparchionefs, who at this moment en- 
tered the grove. On obfcrving the po? 
fition o£ the count ihe was retiring. 
*f Stay Madam," faid Julia, almoft 
(inking under her coafufion. €t By no 
Fz means/' 
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means," replied the march ionefs in a 
tone of irony, " my prefence would 
only interrupt a very agreeable fcene. 
The count, I fee, is willing to pay you 
his earlieft refpe&s." Saying this fee 
difappeared, leaving Julia diftrefled 
and offended, and the count provoked 
at the intrufion. He attempted to re* 
new the fubjeft, but Julia haftily fol- 
lowed the fteps of the marchionefs, and 
entered the caftle. 

The fcene (he had witnefTed, raifed 
in the marchionefs a tumult of dread- 
ful emotions. Love, hatred, and jea- 
louly, raged by turns in her heart, and 
defied all power of controul. Subjedfced 
to their alternate violence, flie expe- 
rienced a mifery more acute than any 
flie had yet known* Her imagination, 
invigorated by oppofition, heightened to 
her the graces of Hippolitus ; her bofotn 
glowed with more intenfe paffion, and 
her brain was at length exafperated al- 
moil to madnefs. 

In 



C "I ) 

in Julia this fudden and unexpected 
interview excited a mingled emotion 
of love and vexation, which did not 
foon fubfide. At length, however, the 
delightful confeioufnefs of Vereza's love 
bore her high above every other fen- 
fation ; again the fcene more brightly 
glowed, and again her fancy overcame 
the poffibility of evil. 

During the evening a tender and 
timid refpeft diftinguiihed the behavi- 
our of the count towards Julia, who, 
contented with the certainty of being 
loved, refolved to conceal her fenti- 
ments till an explanation of his abrupt 
departure from Mazzini, and fubfe- 
quent abfence, (hould have diflipated 
the fhadow of myftery which hung over 
this part of his conduft. She obferved 
that the marchionefs purfued her with 
fteady and conftant obfervation, and flic 
carefully avoided affording the count an 
opportunity of renewing the fubjeft of 
the preceding interview* which when* 
F3 ever 
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ever he approached her feemed to trem* 
ble on his lips. 

Night returned, and Ferdinand re- 
paired to the chamber of Julia to pur-, 
fue his enquiry. Here he had not long 
remained, when the ftrange and alarm- 
ing founds which had been heard on 
the preceding night were repeated. 
The circumftance that now funk in ter- 
ror the mind* of Emilia and Julia, fired 
with new wonder that of Ferdinand, 
who feizing a light, darted through the 
difcovered door, and almoft iiiftantly 
difappeared. 

He defcended into the lame wild 
hall he had pafled on the preceding 
night. He had fcarcely reached the 
bottom of the ftair-cafe, when a feeble 
light gleamed acrofs the hall, and his eye 
taught the glimpfe of a figure retiring 
through the low arched door which led 
to the fouth tower. He drew his fword 
and rufhed on. A faint found died 
•way along the pafiage, the Windings of 

which 
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which prevented his feeing the figut* 
he purfued. Of this, indeed, he had 
obtained fo flight a view, that he fcarce* 
ly knew whether it bore the impreffion 
of a human form. The light quickly 
difappeared, and he heard the door that 
opened upon the tower fuddenly clofe* 
He reached it, and forcing it open, 
fprang forward ; but the place was dark 
and folitary, and there was no appear- 
ance of any perfon having paffed along 
it. He looked up the tower, and the 
chafm which the flair-cafe exhibited, 
convinced him that no human being 
could have paffed up. He flood filent 
and amazed ; examining the place 
with an eye of flrid enquiry, he per* 
ceived a door, which was partly con* 
cealed by hanging flairs, and which 
till now had efcaped his notice. Hope 
invigorated ouriofity, but his e&pc&a* 
tion was quiekly difappointed, for thit 
door alio was fattened. He tried in 
vain to force it. He knocked, .antf a 
F 4 hollow 
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hollow fullen found ran in echoes 
through the place, and died away at a 
diftance. It was evident that beyond 
this door were chambers of confiderable 
extent, but after long and various at- 
tempts to reach them, he was obliged 
to defift, and he quitted the tower an 
ignorant and more diflatisfied than he 
had entered it. He returned to the 
"hall, which he now for the firft time del- 
iberately furveyed. It was a fpacious 
and defolate apartment, whofe lofty 
roof rofe into arches fupported by pil- 
lars of black marble. The fame fub- 
fiance inlaid the floor, and formed the 
flair- cafe. The windows were high 
and gothic. An air of proud fublimity, 
united with lingular wildnefs, charac- 
terized the place, at the extremity of 
which arofe feveral gothic arches, whofe 
dark fhade veiled in obfcurity the ex* 
tent beyond. On the left hand appear* 
ed two doors, each of which was fatten- 
ed, and on the right the grand en* 
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trance from the courts. Ferdinand de- 
termined to explore the dark recefs 
which terminated his view, and as he 
traverfed the hall, his imagination, af- 
feded by the furrounding fcene, often 
multiplied the echoes of his footftept 
into uncertain founds of ft range and fear- 
ful import. 

He reached the arches, and discover- 
ed beyond a kind of inner kill of confi- 
derable extent, which was clofcd at the 
farther end by a pair of mafly folding 
doors, heavily ornamented with carving. 
They were fattened by a lock* and de* 
fied his utmoft ftrength. 

As he furveyed the place in filent 
wonder, a fallen groan arofe from be* 
neath the fpot where he flood. His 
blood ran cold at the found, but filence 
returning, and continuing unbroken, he 
attributed his alarm to the illufion of a 
fancy, which terror had impregnated. 
He made another effort to force the 
door, when a groan was repeated more 
F $ hollow. 
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hollow, ind more dreadful than the firft. 
At this moment all his courage forfook 
him ; he quitted the door* and haftened 
4o the ftair-cafe, which he afcended al- 
moft breathlefs with terror. 

He found Madame de Menon and 
his fillers awaiting his return in the mod 
painful anxiety ; and, thus difappoint- 
ed in all his endeavours to penetrate the 
Secret of theft buildings, and fatigued 
with fruitfofs fearch, he refolded to fuf. 
prnd farther enquiry. 

When he related the circumftances 
of his late adventure, the terror *>f Emi- 
lia and Julia was heightened to a de- 
gree that overcame every prudent confi* 
deration. Their apprehenlion of the mar- 
quis's difpleafure, was loft in a ftronger 
feeling, and they refolved no longer to 
remain in apartments which offered on- 
ly terrific images to their fancy. Ma- 
dame de Menon almoft equally alarm- 
ed, and more perplexed, by this com- 
bination of ftrange and unaccountable 

cir- 
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eircumftances, ceafed to oppofe their 
defign. It was refolved, therefore, that 
on the following day, Madame fliould 
acquaint the marchionefs with fuch par- 
ticulars of the late occurrences as their 
purpofe made it neceffary flie fliould 
know, concealing their knowledge of 
the hidden door, and the incidents im- 
mediately dependant on it ; and that 
Madame fliould entreat a change of 
apartments. 

Madame accordingly waited on the 
marchionefs. The marchionefs haying 
liftened to the account at firft with fiir- 
prize, and afterwards with indifference, 
condefcended to reprove Madame for 
encouraging fuperftitious belief in the 
minds of her young charge. She con- 
cluded with ridiculing as fanciful the 
eircumftances related, and with refu- 
fing, on account of the numerous vifi- 
tants at the caftle, the requeft preferred 
to her. 

It is true the caftle was crouded with 
F 6 vifitors j 



rifitors ; the former apartments of Map 
dame de Menon were the only ones un- 
occupied, and thefe were in magnificenr 
preparation for the pleafure of the mar- 
chioncis, who was unaccuftomed to fa- 
crifice her own wiflics to the comfort of 
thofe around her. She therefore treat- 
ed lightly the fubjedt, which, ferioufly 
attended to, would have endangered 
her new plan of delight. 

But Emilia and Julia were too ferioufly 
terrified to obey the fcruples of delicacy* 
or tx> be eafilv repulfcd. They prevailed 
on Ferdinand to rcprcfcnt their fituation 
u> the marquis 

Meanwhile Hippolitus, who had paff- 
ed the night in a flate of fleeplcfs anx- 
iety, watched with bufy impatience, 
an opportunity of more fully difclofing 
to Julia* the paffion which glowed in 
hi* heart, The firft moment in which 
he beheld her, had awakened in him 
an aucuirauan which had fincc ripened 
ioto a iVutiment mgre tender. He had 

beea 
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been prevented formally declaring his 
paflion by the circumftancc which fo 
fuddenly called him to Naples. This 
was the dangerous illnefs of the mar- 
quis dc Lomelli, his near and much- 
valued relation. But it was a tafk too 
painful to depart in filence, and he con- 
trived to inform Julia of his fentiments 
in the air which fhe heard fo fweetly fung 
beneath her window. 

When Hippolitus reached Naples, 
the marquis was yet living, but expir- 
ed a few days after his arrival, leaving 
the count heir to the fmall pofleffions 
which remained from the extravagance 
jpf their anceftors. 

The bufinefs of adjufting h» rights 
had till now detained him from Sicily, 
whither he came for the fole purpofe of 
declaring his love. Here uaexpefted 
obstacles awaited him* The jealous 
vigilance of the marchionefs, confpired 
with the delicacy of Julia, to with-hold 
from him the opportunity he fo anxiouf- 
Jy fought. 

When 
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When Ferdinand entered upon the 
fubjcft of the fouthern buildings to the 
marquis, he carefully avoided mention- 
ing the hidden door. The marquis 
liftencd for fome time to the relation in 
gloomy filence, but at leftgth afluming 
an air of difpleafure, reprehended Fer- 
dinand for yielding his confidence to 
thofe idle alarms, which he faid were 
the fuggeftions of a timid imagination. 
§€ Alarms," continued he, " which 
will readily find admittance to the 
weak mind of a woman, but which the 
firmer nature of man ihould difdain. 
Degenerate boy ! Is it thus you reward 
my care ? Do I live to fee my fon the 
fport of every idle tale a woman may 
repeat ? Learn to truft reafon and your 
fenfes, and you will then be worthy of 
my attention." 

The marquis was retiring, and Fer- 
dinand now perceived it neceffary to de- 
clare, that he had himfelf witneffed the 
founds he mentioned, u Pardon me, 

my 
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my lord/ 1 faid he, €€ in the late inftance 
1 have been juft to your command— 
my fenfes have been the only evidences 
I have trufted. I have heard thofe 
founds which I can not doubt." The 
marquis appeared fliocked. Ferdinand 
perceived the change, and urged the 
fubjeft fo vigoroufly, that the marquis 
fuddenly afluming a look of grave im- 
portance, commanded him to attend 
him in the evening in his dofet. 

Ferdinand in paffing from the mar- 
quis met Hippolitus. He was pacing 
the gallery in much feeming agitation, 
but obferving Ferdinand, he advanced 
to him, " I am ill at heart," faid he, 
in a melancholy tone, " aflift me with 
your advice. We will flep into this 
apartment, where we can converfe with- 
out interruption." 

" You are not ignorant," faid he, 
throwing himfelf into a chair, " of the 
tender fentiments which your fitter 
Julia has infpired. I entreat you by 
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that facrcd friendflnp which has fo long 
united us, to afford me an opportunity 
of pleading my paffion* Her heart, 
which is fo fufceptible of other impref- 
fions, is, I fear,, infenfible to love. Pro- 
cure me, however, the Satisfaction of 
certainty upon a point where the tor- 
tures of fufpence are finely the mofl 
intolerable" 

" Your penetration,* replied Ferdl- 
nand, " has for once forfaken you, elfe 
you would now be fpared the tortures 
of which you complain, for you would 
have difcovered what I have long ob- 
served, that Julia regards you with a 
partial eye/' 

" Do not," find Hippolkus, " make 
difappointment more terrible by flat- 
tery ; neither fuffer the partiality of 
friendfhip to miflead your judgment. 
Your perceptions are affedted by the 
warmth of your feelings, and becaufe 
you think I deferve her diftinftion, you 
believe I poffef& it. Alas! you de- 
ceive yourfelf, but not me ! " 

" The 
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" The very reverie/' replied Ferdi- 
nand ; " tis you who deceive yourfelf, 
or rather it is the delicacy of the paflion 
which animates you, and which will 
ever operate againft your clear percep- 
tion of a truth in which your happinefs 
is fo deeply involved. Believe me, I 
fpeak not without reafon :-— (he love* 
you." 

At thefe words Hippolitus ftarted 
from his feat, and clafping his hands in 
fervent joy, u Enchanting founds !" 
cried he, in a voice tenderly impaffion- 
ed ; " could I but believe ye !— could I 
but believe ye— this world were para* 
dife!" 

During this exclamation, the emoti- 
ons of Julia, who fat in her clofet ad- 
joining, can with difficulty be imagin- 
ed, A door which opened into it from 
the apartment where this converfatioa 
was held, was only half clofed. Agi- 
tated with the pleafure this declaration 
excited* ihe yet trembled with apprc- 

henfioa 



% 



( »4 ) 

henfion left Ihe fliould be difcovered. 
She hardly dared to breathe, much left 
to move acrofs the clofet to the door, 
which opened upon the gallery, whence 
Ihe might probably h^ve efcaped unno- 
ticed, left the found of her ftep Ihould 
betray her. Compelled, therefore, to 
remain where lhe was, ihe fat in a ftate 
of fearful diftrefs, which no colour of" 
language can paint. 

"Alas!" refumed Hippolitus, " I 
too eagerly admit the poffibility of what 
I wifh. If you mean that I fliould really 
believe you, confirm your aflertion by 
fome proof." " Readily/' rejoined 
Ferdinand. 

The heart of Julia beat quick. 

" When you was fo fuddenly called 
to Naples upon the illncfs of the mar- 
quis Lomelli, I marked her conduft 
well, and in that read the feritiments of 
her heart. Qn the following mornmg, 
I obferved ki her countenance a reftleft 
anxiety which I had never feen before* 

She 
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She Watched the entrance of every per* 
ion with an eager expectation, which 
Was as often fucceeded by evident 
difappointment. At dinner your de- 
parture was mentioned :— -fhe fpilt the 
wine fhe was carrying to her lips, and 
for the remainder of the day was fpirit- 
lefs and melancholy. I faw her inef- 
fectual druggies to conceal the oppref- 
fion at her heart. Since that time fhe 
has feized every opportunity of with- 
drawing from company. The gaiety 
with which Ihe was fo lately charmed—* 
charmed her no longer ; fhe became 
penfive, retired, and I have often heard 
her finging in fome lonely fpot, the 
moft moving and tender airs. Your 
return produced a yifible and inftanta^ 
neous alteration ; fhe has now refdmed 
her gaiety ; and the foft confufion of 
her countenance, whenever you ap* 
p roach, might alone fuffice to convince 
you of the truth of my afTertion.* 
*' O ! talk forever thus !" fighed Hip- 
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politus. " Thefe words arc fo fweet f 
fo foothing to my foul, that I could 
Men till I forgot 1 had a wifh beyond 
them. Yes !— -Ferdinand, thefe cir- 
cumftances are not to be doubted, and 
convi&ion opens upon my mind a flow 
of extacy I never knew till now. O ! 
lead me to her, that I may fpeak the 
fentiments which fwell my heart." 

They arofe, when Julia, who with 
difficulty had fupported herfelf, now 
impelled by an irrefiftible fear of inftant 
difcovery, rofe alfo, and moved fofdy 
towards the gallery. The found of her 
ftep alarmed the count, who, apptehen- 
live left his converfation had been over* 
heard, was anxious to be fatisfied wh ei- 
ther any perfon was in the clofet. He 
rufhed in, and difcovered Julia ! She 
caught at a chair to fupport her trem- 
bling frame; and overwhelmed with 
mortifying fenfations, funk into it, and 
hid her face in her robe. Hippolitus 
threw himfelf at her feet, and feiztng 

her 
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her hand, preffed it to his lips in ex* 
preffive filence. Some moments paired 
before the confufion of either would 
fuffer them to fpeak. At length reco- 
vering his voice, " Can you, Madam, 
faid he, forgive this intrufion, fo unin- 
tentional ? or will it deprive me of that 
efteen* which I have but lately ventured 
to believe I poffeffed, and which I value 
more than exiftence itfelf. O ! fpeak my 
pardon ! Let me not believe that a An- 
gle accident has deftroyed my peace for 
ever." — " If your peace, Sir, depends 
upon a knowledge of my efteem," faid 
Julia, Jn a tremulous voice, " that 
peace is already fecure. If I wiihedeven 
to deny the partiality I feel, it would 
now be ufelefs ; and fince I no longer 
wifli this, it would alfo be painful/' 
Hippolitus could only weep his thanks 
over the hand he ftill held. " Be 
fenfible, however, of the delicacy of my 
fituation," continued flie, riftng, " and 
fuffer me to withdraw* Saying this 
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flic quitted the clofet, leaving Hippoli- 
tus overcome with this fweet confirma* 
tion of his wiflies, and Ferdinand not 
yet recovered from the painful furprize 
which the difcovery of Julia had exci- 
ted. He was deeply fenfible pf the 
confufion he had occafioned her, and 
knew that apologies would not reftore 
the compofure he had fo cruelly yet 
unwarily difturbed. 

Ferdinand awaited the hour appoint* 
ed by the marquis in impatient curiofity. 
The folerrm air which the marquis af. 
fumed when he commanded him to at* 
tend, had deeply imprefied his mind. 
As the time drew nigh, expedation in* 
creafed, and every moment feemed to 
linger into hours. At leogth he repaired 
to the clQfet, where he did not remain 
long before the marquis entered. The 
fame chilling folemnity marked his 
manner. He locked the door of the 
clofet, a$d fearing himfelf, addreffed 
Ferdinand as follows : 

"lam 
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* c I am now going to rcpofe in you 
a confidence, which will feverely prove 
the ftrengtb of your honour. But before 
I difclofe a fecret, hitherto fo carefully 
concealed, and now reluctantly told, 
you muft fwear to prefcrve on this fub- 
je& an eternal filence.' If you doubt 
the fteadinefs of your difcretion— now 
declare it, and fave yourfelf from the 
infamy, and the fatal confequences, 
* which may attend a bfeach of your oath ; 
—if, an the contrary, you believe your- 
felf capable of a ftrifl: integrity*-*now 
accept the terms, and receive the fecret 
I offer," Ferdinand was awed by thi& 
exordium — the impatience of curiofity 
was for a while fufpended, and he he- 
fitated whether he fiiould receive the fe- 
cret upon fuch terms. At length he 
fignified his confent, and the marquis 
arifing, drew his fword From the feat*- 
bard. — '""Here," faid he, offering it to 
Ferdinand, " feal your vows — fwear by 
this facred pledge of honour never to 
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peat what I (hall now reveal." Ferdi- 
nand bowed upon the fword, and railing 
his eyes to heaven, folemnly fwore. 
The marquis then refumed his feat, and 
proceeded. 

€€ You are not to learn that, about 
a century ago, this cattle was in the 
pofleffion of Vincent, third marquis of 
Mazzini, my grandfather. At that 
time there exifted an inveterate hatred 
between our family and that of della 
Campo. I fliall not now revert to the 
origin of the animofity, or relate the 
particulars of the confequent feudsr-* 
fuffice it to obferve, that by the power 
of our family, the della Campos were 
unable to preferve their former confe- 
quence in Sicily, and they have there- 
fore quitted it for a foreign land to live 
in unmolefted fecurity. Tq return to 
my fubjed. — My grandfather, believ- 
ing his life endangered by his enemy, 
planted fpies upon him. He employ- 
ed fome of the numerous banditti who 
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fought prote&ion in his fcrvice, and 
after foine weeks paft in waiting for an 
opportunity, they feized Henry della 
Campo, and brought him fecretly to this 
caftle. He was for fome time confined 
in a clofe chamber of the fouthern build* 
ings, where he expired ; by what means 
I fhall forbear to mention. The plan 
had been fo well conducted, and the 
fccrecy fo ftri&ly preferred, that every 
endeavour of his family to trace the 
means of his difappearance, proved 
ineffectual. Their conje&ures, if they 
feft «pon our family, were fupported by 
no proof; and the della Campo's are to 
this day ignorant of the mode of hi* 
death. A rumour had prevailed long be* 
fare the death of my father, that the fou- 
thern buildings of the caftle were haunt* 
ed. I difbelieved the fad, and treated it 
accordingly. One night when every hu- 
man being of the caftle, except myfelf, 
was retired to reft, I had fuch ftrong 
and dreadful proofs of the general af- 
Vol. I. G fertion, 
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feition, that even at this moment I can 
not recoiled them without horror. Let 
me, if poffible, forget thfera. From 
that moment 1 foribok thofe buildings ? 
they hare ever fince been tout up, and 
the circumftance I have mentioned, i* 
the true rcafon why i have refided & 
little at the oaftle" 

Ferdinand liftened to this narrative 
in frlent horror. He remembered the te- 
merity with which he had dared to pene* 
trate thofe apartments— the light, and 
figure he had feen— and, above all, his 
fituation iq the Hair-cafe of the tower* 
Every nerve thrilled at the recoUe&ion ; 
4nd (he terrors of remembrance almoft 
equalled thoie of reality. 

The marquis permitted his daughters 
to change their apartments, but he com- 
manded Ferdinand to tell them, that 
m granting their requ6ft, he confulted 
their ♦eafe only, and was himfelf by no 
means convinced of its propriety. They 
were accordingly* re-iaftated in their 

former 
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formfer chambers, and the great roortt 
only of Madame's apartments was re* 
ferved for the marchionefs, who expref- 
fed her difcoritent to the marquis in 
terms of mingled cenfure and lamenta* 
doth The marquis privately reproved 
kis daughters, for what he termed thd 
idle fancies of a weak mind; and de* 
fired them no more to difturb the peace 
of the caftle with the fubjedfc of their 
late fears. They received this reproof 
with filent fabmiffioh— too much pleaf- 
cd with the fuccefs of their fuit to be 
fofceptible of any emotion but joy. 

Ferdinand, reflecting on the late dif- 
covery, was fhocked to learn, what was 
ik>w forced upon his belief, that hewat 
the dcfcendaftt of a murderer. He now 
knew that innocent blood had bettfc 
^bed in the caftle, and that the wall* 
were ftffl the haunt of an unquiet fpirit, 
which feemed to call aloud for retribu- 
tion on the pofterity of him who^had 
difturbed its eternal reft. Hippofitut 
G z per- 
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J>erccived his deje&ion, and entreated 
that he might participate this uneafi- 
nefs ; but Ferdinand, who had hitherto 
been frank and ingenuous, was now 
inflexibly referred. u Forbear," faid 
he, " to urge a difcovery -of what I am 
Bot permitted to reveal; this is the only 
point upon which I conjure you to be 
filent, and this, even to you, I can not 
explain." Hippolitua was furprized, 
but prefled the fubjeft no farther* 
. Julia, though (he had been extremely 
mortified by the circumftances attend- 
ant on the discovery of her fentimenti 
to Hippolitus, experienced, after die 
firft ihock had fubfided, an emotion 
more pleafing than painfuL The lat6 
converfation had painted in ftrotig co- 
lours the attachment of her lover. His 
diffidence — his flownefs to perceive thf 
effeft of his merit — his fucceeding rap- 
ture, when conviftion was at length 
forced upon his mind ; and his condud; 
vpon difcovering Julia, proved to her 

at 



at once the delicacy and the ftrength of 
hispaffion, and flie yielded her heart t4 
ienfations of pure and unmixed delight; 
She was roufed from- this date of vifion- 
jtry happinefs* by a fummons from the 
marquis to attend him in the library. 
A ckcumftance fo unufual furprized 
her, and* (he obeyed with trembling cu- 
siofity. She found him pacing thejooni 
in deep thought, and Ibe had lhut the 
door before he perceived her. The! 
authoritative feverity in his countenance 
alarmed her, and prepared her for a fub- 
je& of importance. He feated himfelf 
by her, and continued a. moment filenr. 
At length, fteadily obferving her, " I 
fent for you, my child/' faid be, u to 
declarer the honour which awaits you* 
The duke de Luovo has folicited your 
hand. An alliance fo fplendid was be- 
yond my expectation. You will re- 
ceive the diftindtion with the gratitude 
it claims, and prepare for the celebra* 
Hon of the. nuptials/* 

Gj This 
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This fpeech fell like the dart of death 
upon the heart of JuUa« She fet mo* 
tionlefs — ftupified and deprived of the 
power of utterance. The. marquis obw 
ferved her confternation ; and miftaking 
its caufe, iC I acknowledge," faid he* 
€e that there is fomewhat abrupt in this 
affair ; but the joy occafioned by a dif- 
tindtion fo unmerited on your part, 
ought to overcome the little feminine 
weaknefs you might otherwife indulge. 
Retire and compofe yourfelf ; and pb«? 
ferve," continued he, in a ftern voice* , 
4€ this is no time for finefie." Thefe 
words roufed Julia from her ftate of 
horrid ftupefaftion. « O! Sir/' faid 
(he, throwing herfelf at his feet, " for-? 
bear to enforce authority upon a point 
where to obey you would be worfe than 
death ; if f indeed, to obey you were 
poffible. — " Ceafe," faid the marquis, 
*' this affe&ation, and praftife what be-* 
comes you." " Pardon me, my lord,'* 
fhe replied, " my diftrefs is,, alas ! un-> 

feigned. 
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feigned. I cannot love the duke.** 
cc Away \" interrupted the marquis* 
€§ nor tempt; my .rage with otjje&iqn* 
thus childifli and abfurd ." " Yet hear, 
*ne, my lord," faid Julia, tears fwelling 
in her eyes, '* and pity the fufferings o£ 
a child, who never till this moment; 
lias dared to difputje your commands/' v 
" Nor fliali Ihe now/' faid the, map* 
quis. €( What—when wealth, honour, 
and diftin£kion r are laid at my feet> fh%H 
they be refufed, becaufc a foolilh girl*-« 
a very baby, who knows not good fronx 
evil, cries, .and fkys (he cannpt love! 
Let me not think of it — My juft ang$E 
may, perhaps, out-run difcretio», and 
tempt me to chaftife yoyr ; folly.— At^ 
tend to what I &y— ac»pt thc^ d«fe^ 
or quit this caftle for ever,_and wander? 
where you will/' Saying, this, he burft 
^way, and Julia, who had hung weep- 
ing upon hi$ fenee&, fell proftratc upon 
the floor. The violence of the fall 
completed the effeft of her diftrefs, and 
G 4 ihe 
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fhe fainted. In this ftatefhe remained 
a considerable time. When fhe reco* 
vered her'fenfes, the recolle&ion of her 
calamity burft upon her mind with a 
force that almoft again overwhelmed 
her. She at length raffed hcrfelf from 
the ground, and moved towards her 
own apartment, but had fcareely reach** 
ed the great gallery, when Hippolitus 
entered it. Her trembling Umbs would 
no longer fupport her; fhe caught at 
a banaifter to fave herfelf ; and Hippo* 
litus, with all hisfpeed, was fcareely in 
time to prevent her falling. The pale 
tUftrcfc exhibited in her countenance 
terrified him, and he anxioufly enquired 
concerning it. She could anfwer him 
«nly with her teargj which fee found it 
impoffibk to fupprefs i and gently dif- 
eflgagiflg herfelf, tottered to her clofet. 
Hippolitus followed her to the door, 
but defifled from further importunity. 
He preffed her hand to his lips in ten* 
det filence, and withdrew furprized and 
alarmed. 

Julia* 
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r Julia, resigning herfeif to defpaiiy 
indulged in folitude the excels of her 
grief. A calamity, fo dre*dfal as thte 
prefent,had never before prefented it- 
felf to her. imagination. The union < 
propofed would have been hateful to* 
her, even if fee had no prior attach- 
ment ; what then muft have been her 
diftrefs> when lhe had given her heart to 
him who deferved all her admiration* . 
itttd returned all her alte&fon.; 

The duke de Luovo'Wks of a charac- 
ter very finrilar to that of the^m&rcjuta 
The love of power wa* hailing pa£ft 
fibnl ;4-*with Ides -ho gfentle or geriertttfc 
fentiment - rtielibrated 'the harflinefsl ; vt' 
authority, or directed ft to dfti of bene* 
ficence. He delighted in -fimple ijndifr 
£uifed tyranny He had been -*tfffate 
married> and the unfortunate! Women 
Jubjc&edto his power, had falfeit vic- 
tims to the flow but xorroding hand of 
forrow. He had one ? fon, who fom* 
years before had efcaped the tyranny of 
r ; * G$ his 
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his father) and had not been fine* heard 
o& A; the late feftival the duke had 
fcen Julia* and her beauty made fo 
ftrong an impreffion upon him, that he 
bad been induced now to folicit her 
Jiand. The marquis, delighted with the 
.profpeft of a connedion fo flattering to 
his favourite paffion, readily granted 
bis confent, and immediately iealed te 
with a promife, 

Julia remained for the reft of the day 
fliut up in her clofet, where the tender 
efforts of Madame and Emilia were 
exerted to foften her diftrefs. Towards 
the clofe of evening Ferdinand entered. 
Hippolitus, {hocked at her abfenee, had 
xequefted him to vifit her, to alleviate 
her affliction, and if poffible to difcover 
its qaufe. Ferdinand, who tenderly loved 
his fitter^ was alarmed by the words of 
Hippolitus, and immediately fought her* 
Her eyes were fwelled with weeping, and 
her countenance was but too expreffive 
of thettateofhetmind. Ferdinand's dif- 
trefs, 
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trefs, when told of his father's conda& # 
was fcarfcely lefs than her own. He 
had plcafed himfelf with the* hope of 
uniting the fitter of his heart, with the 
friend whom he loved. An aft of craej 
authority now diflblved the fairy dream 
of happinefs which his fancy had form* 
ed, and deftroyed the peace of thofe 
moft dear to him. He fat for a long 
time filent and dejefted; at length, 
ftartmg from his melancholy reverie, 
he bad Julia good night, and returned 
to HippoKtus, who was Waiting foi; him 
with anxious impatience in th? north 
hall. 

Ferdinand dreaded the effed of thaj: 
ftefpair, Which the intelligence he had* 
to communicate wduld produce in the 
mind of HippoKtus. He revolved fome 
means of foftening the dreadful truth ; 
but Hippolittis, quick to apprehend the 
evil which love taught him tp featy 
fefeed at once upon the reality. €i Tell 
me all," faid he> in a tone of affutiied 
G 6 firm- 



iirmnefs. " " I am prepared for th* 
worth" Ferdinand related the decree 
of the marquis, and Hippolitus, fooa 
funk into an excefs of grief which de- 
fied, as'much as it required, the powers 
of alleviation. 

Julia, at length, retired to her cham- 
ber, but the forrow which occupied 
her mind, witb-held the bleffings of 
deep. Diftrafted and refttefs fhe arofe* 
and gently opened the window of her 
apartment. The night was ftill, and 
sot a breath drfturbed the furface of the 
waters. The moon Ihed a mild radi- 
ance over the waves* which in gentl* 
undulations flowed upon the fands. 
The fcene mfcnfibfy tranquillized her 
fpirits. A tender and pleafing melan- 
choly diffufed itfelf over her mind ; and 
as fhe mufed, fhe heard the dafhing of 
diftant oars. Prcfently flie perceived 
upon the light furface of the' fea a fmali 
boat. The found of the oars ceafed, 
and a folemn ftrain of harmony (fuch 

as 
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z? fancy wafts from the abpcfes of the 
Jfelefied) dole upon the fiience of nigha 
A chorus of voices now fwelled upon 
the air, and died away at diftance. In 
the ftrain Julia recollefted the mid* 
night hymn to the virgin, and holy fcn- 
thufiafax filled her heart. The chorus 
was repeated, accompanied by a folemn 
finking of oars. A figh of extacy dole 
from her bofom. Silence returned* 
The divine melody (he had heard calm* 
ed the tumult of her mind, and ihe funk 
in fweetispoie*. 

She arofe in the morning refreshed 
by light flumbers * but the recollec* 
taon of her forrows foon returned with 
new force j and.fickening faintnefs over^ 
came her*. In this fituation ihe receive 
ed a meflage from the marquis to at- 
tend him inftantly. She obeyed, and 
he bade her prepare to receive the duke, 
who that morning purpofed to viiit the 
.cattle. He commanded her to attire 
herfelf richly, and to welcome him with 

failles* 



finiles. Julia fubmitted in filence. She 
ftw the marquis was inflexibly refolved, 
and (he withdrew to indulge the an- 
guifh of her heart, and prepare for this 
dctefted interview. 

The clock had (truck twelve, when 
a flourish of trumpets announced the 
approach of the duke. The heart of 
Julia funk at the found, and (he threw 
herfelf on a fopha overwhelmed with 
bitter fenfations. Here file was foon dis- 
turbed by a mefiage from the marquis; 
She arofe, and tenderly embracing Emi* 
lia, their tears for fome moments flow- 
ed together. At length fummoning all 
her fortitude, (he defcended to the hally 
where file was met by the marquis. He 
led her to the falcon in which the duke 
fat, with whom having converted a (hort 
time, he withdrew* The emotion of 
Julia at this inftant was beyond any 
thing (he had before fuffered ; but by a 
fudden and ftrange exertion of fortitude, 
which the force of defperate calamity 

fome- 
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fomctimes affords us, but whfcfi infe- 
rior forrow toils after m vain, fhe re* 
covered her compofure, ami refumed 
her natural dignity. For a moment lhe 
wondered at herfelf, and fhe formed the 
dangerous refolution of throwing her- 
felf upon the generofey of the duke, by 
acknowledging her reludance to the 
engagement, and fbliciting him to with- 
draw his fuitr 

The duke approached her with an 
air of proud condefeenfion ; and taking. 
her handy placed himfelf befide her*. 
Having paid fome formal and general: 
compliments to her beauty, he proceed- 
ed to profefs himfelf her admirer. She 
liftened for fome time to his profeflions, 
and when he. appeared willing to hear 
her, fhe addreffed him—" I am juftly 
fcnfible, my loTd, of the diftindtion you 
offer me, and mwft lament that refpedl- 
ful gratitude is the only fentiment I can 
return. Nothing can more ftrongly 
prove my confidence in your generofity, 

than 



tfian wheh I confefsto you, that parem- 
tal authority urges me to give my hand^ 
whither my heart cannot accompany 
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She paufed*— the duke continued fi* 
lent, — " 'Tte you only, my lord, who 
can releafe me from a fituation fo difr 
trefling ;, and to your goodnefs and }uf* 
tice I appeal, certain that neceflity will « 
excufe the Angularity of. my conduit* , 
and that I fhall not appeal in vain. 

The duke was embarrafled— a flufl^ 
of pride overfpretd. his countenance,, 
and he feemed . endeavouring to ftiflte 
the feelings that fwelled his heart* u l 
had been prepared Madim," faid hq,, 
to expert a very, different reception*, \> 
and had certainly no reafon to believe 
that the dukede Luovo was likely to fue 
in vain. Since, however, Madam, you 1 
acknowledge that youJiavt already dif- 
poled of your affections, J fhall certainly 
be very willing, if the marquis will rer 
leafe me from our mutual engagements, 
to refign you to a more favoured lover." 

" Pardon 



( 137 ) 

v " Pardon me, my lord/* faid Julia, 
bluflbing, " fuffer me to"— " I am 
not eafily deceived, Madam," interrupt- 
ed the duke, — " your conduct can be 
attributed only to the influence of a prior 
attachment ; and though for fo young 
a lady, fuch a eircumftance i» fome- 
what extraordinary, I have certainly no 
right to arraign your choice* Permit 
me to wifh you a good morning*" Htf 
bowed low, and quitted the room. Ju~ 
lia now experienced a new diftrefs ; (he 
dreaded the refemmegt of the marquis,* 
when4*e~fhoiiId be informed of her con* 
Terfation with the duke, of whofe cha- 
jra&er flie now judged toojuftly not fc> 
repent the confidence fhe had repafecfc 
in him. 

- The duke, on quitting Julia, went 
to the marquis, with whom hereimaineA 
in converfation fome hours, When h<* 
had left the caftle, the marquis fent fan 
his daughter, and podred forth his re- 
feutment with all the. violence of threats, 

and 
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and all the acrimony of contempt. So 
feverely did be ridicule the idea of her 
difpofijag of her heart,, and fo dreadfully 
did he denounce vengeance on her dif- 
obedience, that !he fcarcely thought her* 
felf fefe in bis prefence. She flood trem- 
bling and confufed, and heard his te- 
proaches without the power ta reply. 
At length, the marquis informed her, 
that the nuptials would be folemnized 
en the third day from the prefent ; and 
as he quitted the room, a flood of tear* 
came to her relief, and faved her froni 
feinting. 

Julia paffed the remainder of the day 
in her clofet with Emilia. Night re* 
turned, but brought her no peace. She 
fet long after the departure of Emilia;, 
and to beguile recollection, flie fde&ed 
a favourite author* endeavouring ta »p* 
vive thafe fenfations his page had once 
excited. She opened to .a pafiage, the' 
tender forrow bi; which was. applicable 
toiler own fuuation^and her tears flowed 

anew* 
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anew. Her grfef was foon fufpended 
by apprehenfion. Hitherto a deadly 
filence had reigned through die cattle, 
interrupted only by the wind, whofe 
low found crept at intervals through the 
galleries. She now thought flie heard 
a foot-ftep near her door, but prefently 
all was ftill; for flie believed flie had 
been deceived by the wind. The fuc- 
seeding moment, however, convinced 
her of her error, for Ihe diftinguifhed 
the low whifperings of fome perfons in 
the gallery. Her fpirits, already weak* 
ened by forrow, defer ted her ; (he was 
feized with an univerfal terror, and 
prefently afterwards a low voice called 
her from without, and the tioor wat 
opened by Ferdinand. 

She fhrieked and fainted. On reco* 
vering, ihe found herfelf fupported by 
Ferdinand and Hippolitus, who had 
ftolen tht* moment of filence and fecu- 
rity to gam admittance to her prefence* 
Hippolitus came to urge a propofal* 
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which defpwr only could have fuggeft- 
ed. " Fly," faid he, u from the au^ 
thority of a father who abufes his power, 
and aflert the liberty of choice, which: 
nature affigned you. Let the defperate 
fituation of my hopes plead excufe fo* 
the apparent boldnefs of this addrefey 
and let the man who exifts but for youj 
be the means of faving you from de- 
ftru&ion. Alas! Madam, you are fi- 
fent, and perhaps I have forfeited by* 
this propofal, the confidence I fo lateljr 
flattered myfclf I poffeffed. If fo, T 
will fubmit \o my fete in filence, anc£ 
will to-morrovir quit a lcenc which pre* 
fentsonly images of diftrefs to my mind.1 
Jultjgi could (peak but with her tears^ 
A variety of flrong and contending 
eftiotions ftruggled* at her breaft, and 
ftippreffed the power of utterance*. Fer* 
dinand feconded* the propofat of the- 
count, -* It is unneceffery*" my fifter, 
feid he, w to point out the mifery which 
awaits you; heoe. I love you too, well 

tamely 



tamely to fuffer you to be facrifiped to 
ambition, and tp a paffion (till more 
hateful. I now glory in calling Hippo- 
lkus my friend—let me ere long re- 
ceive him as a brother. I can give xto 
ftronger teftimonyof my eftcem for his 
charader, than in the wifh I now ex- 
prefs. Believe me he has a Jieart wor- 
thy of your acceptance— a heart noble 
and expanfive as your own/' " Ah, 
ceafe," faid Julia, " to dwell upon a 
eharader of whofe Worth I am fully 
fenfible. Your kindnefs and bis merit 
Caft never be forgotten by tier whofe 
Hiiiforuines you have fo generoufly fuf- 
fered to intereft you." She paufed in 
filent hefitation. A fenfe of delicacy 
made her hefitate upon the decifion 
which her heart fo Warmly prompted. 
If (he fled wkh Hippolitus, flie would 
avoid one evil, and encounter another. 
She would efcape the drfeadful deftiny 
awaiting her, but muft, perhaps, fully 
the purity of that reputation, which was 
•* dearer 
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dearer to her than exiftence. In a mind 
like her's, exquifitely JufceptiWe of th© 
pride of honour, this fear was able 
to counteract every other confideration, 
and to keep her intentions in a ftate of 
painful fufpenfe. She fighed deeply, 
and continued filent. Hippolitu* wag 
alarmed by the calm diftrefs which her 
countenance exhibited. u 1 Julia,' 1 
faid he, " relieve me from this dread- 
ful fufpenfe !—fpeak to me— explain thit 
filence." She looked mournfully uponr 
him— her lips moved, but no founds 
were uttered* As he repeated fhris quef- 
tion, ihe waved her hand, and funk back! 
in her chair. She had not fainted, but 
continued fome time in a ftate of ftupot 1 
not lefs alarming* The importance of 
the prefent queftion, operating upon 
her mind, already harafied by diftrefs, ^ 
had produced a temporary fufpenfion 
of rcafon, Hippolitus hung over her in 
an agony not to be defcribed, and Ferdi- 
nand vainly repeated her name. • At / 

length* 
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length, uttering a deep flgh, fee ralfed 
hcrfelC, and like one awakened from a 
dream, gazed around hen Hippolitus 
thanked God fervently in his heart. 
44 Tell me but that you are well," faid 
he, " and that I may dare to hope* 
and we will leave you to repofe." " My 
iifter," faid Ferdinand, " tronfult only 
your own wiihesj and leave the reft to 
me. Suffer a confidence in tae to dif* 
?fipate the doubts with which you are 
agitated/' . " Ferdinand,'? faid Julia* 
emphatically, " how.fliall Iexprefs the; 
.gratitude your kindnefs has excited ?" 
*' Your gratitude," faid he, " will be 
befl ftiewix. in confulting yqiir owi^ 
wiflies; for.be affureck.that whatever 
procures you, h»ppiaef$, w^l moft «f- 
fedually eftabliih mine. Do not fuffec 
the prejudices pf education to rendec 
you miferable. Believe that a choice) 
which iavolyes the happmefs or mifery 
of your whole life, ought to be decided 
only by yjQwfeft" 

" Let 
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. €€ Let us forbear for the prefent,* 
faid Hippolitus, " to urge the fubjedt. 
Repofe is neceffary for you, addrefling 
Julia, " and I will not fuffer a felfilh 
confederation any longer to with-hold 
you from it.— Grant me but this requeft 
—that at this hour to-morrow night, I 
may return hither to receive my doom/* 
Julia having confented to receive Hip- 
politus and Ferdinand, they quitted the 
clofet. In turning into the grand gal- 
lery, they were furprifed by the appear- 
ance of a light, which gleamed upon 
the wall- that terminated their view. It 
feemed to proceed from a door which' 
opened upon a back flair-cafe. They 
pufhed on, but it almoft inflantly disap- 
peared, ancj, upon the flair-cafe all was 
-ftill. They then fepar^ted, and retired 
to their apartments, fomewhat alarmed 
by this circumftance, which induced 
them to fufpeft that their vifit to Julia 
had been obferved. 
Julia pafled the night in broken /lum- 
bers, 
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flumbers, and anxious confideration. 
On her prcfent decifion hung the crifis 
of her fate. Her confcioufnefs of the 
influence of Hippolitus over her heart, 
made her fear to indulge its predilec- 
tion, by trufting to her own opinion of 
its fidelity. She Ihrunk from the dif- 
graceful idea of an elopement ; yet fhe 
faw no means of avoiding this, but- by 
rufhing upon the fate fo dreadful to 
her imagination. 

On the following night, when the in- 
habitants of the caftle were retired to 
reft, Hippolitus, whofe expectation had 
lengthened the hours into ages, accom- 
panied by Ferdinand, revifited the clo- 
fet. Julia, who had known no interval 
of reft iince they laft left her, received 
them with much agitation. The vivid 
glow of health had fled her cheek, and 
was fucceeded by a languid delicacy, 
lefs beautiful, but more interefting. 
To the eager enquiries of Hippolitus, 
fte returned no anfwer, but faintly fnail- 

Vol. !• H ing 
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ing through her tears, prefentcd him 
her hand, and covered her face with 
her robe. " I receive it," cried he, 
" as the pledge of my happinefs ; — yet 
—yet let your voice ratify the gift." 
€C If the prefent conceffion does not 
fink me in your efteem," faid Julia, in 
a low tone, " this hand is your's." " The 
coriceffion, my love, (for by that tender 
name I may now call you) would, if 
poffible, raife you in my efteem; but 
lince that has been long incapable of ad- 
dition, it can only heighten my opinion 
of myfelf, v and increafe my gratitude to 
you : gratitude which I will endeavour 
to (hew by an anxious care of your 
happinefs, and by the tender attentions 
of a whole life. From this blefled mo- 
ment," continued he, in a voice of rap- 
ture, *• permit me, in thought, to hail 
you as my wife. From this moment 
let me baniih every veftige of forrow ; 
—let me dry thofe tears," gently preff- 
ing her check with his lips, " never 

to 
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to fpriog again."— The gratitude and 
joy which Ferdinand expreffed upon 
this occafion, united with the tepider- 
nefs of Hippolitus to foothe the agi- 
tated fpirks of Julia, and fhe gradually 
recovered her complacency. 

They now arranged their plan of 
<fcape; in the execution of which, no 
time was to be loft, fince the nuptials 
with the duke were to be folemnized 
on the day after the morrow. Their 
fcheme, whatever it was that Ihould be 
adopted, they, therefore, refolved to 
execute on the following night. But 
when they defcended from the firft 
warmth of enterprize, to minuter exa- 
mination, they foon found the difficul- 
ties of the undertaking. The keys of 
the caftle were kept by Robert, the 
confidential fervant of the marquis, 
who every night depofited them in an 
iron cheft in his chamber. To obtain 
them by ftratagem feemed impoffible, 
and Ferdinand feared to tamper with 
H 2 the 
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the honefty of this man, who had been 
many years in the fervice of the mar- 
quis. Dangerous as was the attempt, 
no other alternative appeared, and thejr 
were therefore compelled to reft all 
their hopes upon the experiment. It 
was fettled, that if the keys could be 
procured, Ferdinand and Hippolitus 
fhould meet Julia in the clofet; that 
they fhould convey her to the fea fliorc, 
from whence a boat, which was to be 
kept in waiting, would carry them to 
the oppofite coaft of Calabria, where the 
marriage might be folemnized without 
danger of interruption. But, as it was 
neceflary that Ferdinand fhould not ap- 
pear in the affair, it was agreed that he 
fliould return to the cattle immediately 
upon the embarkation of his fitter. 
Having thus arranged their plan of 
operation, they feparated till the follow- 
ing night, which was to decide the fate 
of Hippolitus and Julia. 

Julia* whofe mind was foothed by 

the 
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the fraternal kindnefs of Ferdinand, and 
the tender affurances of Hippolitus,now 
experienced an interval of repofe. At 
the return of day ihe awoke refreihed, 
and tolerably compofed. She feledted 
the few clothes which were necefiary, 
and prepared them for her journey. A 
fentiment of generofity juftified her in 
the referve flie prcferved to Emilia and 
Madame de Menon, whofe faithfulnefs 
and attachment fhe could not doubt, 
but whom ihe difdained to involve in 
the difgrace that muft fall upon them, 
fliould their knowledge of her flight be 
difcovered. 

In the mean time the caftle was a 
fcene of confufion. The magnificent 
preparations which were making for 
the nuptials engaged all eyes, and bu- 
fied all hands. The iparchionefe had 
the dire&ion of the whole ; and the ala- 
crity with which Ihe acquitted herfelf, 
teftified how much Ihe was pleafed with 
the alliance, and created a fufpicion, 
H 3 that 
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that it had not been concerted without 
fome exertion of her influence. Thus 
Was Julia defigned the joint viftim of 
ambition and illicit love. 

The compofure of Julia declined 
with the day, whofe hours had crept 
heavily along. As the night drew on, 
her anxiety for the fuccefs of Ferdi- 
nand's negociation with Robert rn- 
crcafed to a painful degree. A 1 variety 
of new emotions prefied at her heart, 
and fubdued her fpirits. When fhe bade 
Emilia good night, fhe thought (he be- 
held her for the laft time. The ideas 
of the diftance which would feparate 
them, of the dangers fhe was going to 
encounter, with a train of wild and 
fearful anticipations, crouded upon her 
mind, tears fpranjg in her eyes, and it 
was with difficulty fhe avoided betray- 
ing her emotions. Of Madame too, 
her heart took a tender farewell. At 
length fhe heard the marquis retire to 
his apartment, and. the doors belonging 

to 
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to the feyeral chambers of the guefts* 
fucceffively clofe. She marked with 
trembling attention the gradual change 
from buftle to quiet, till all was dill. 

She now held herfelf in readinefs to 
depart at the moment in which Ferdi- 
nand and Hippolitus, for whofe fteps 
in the gallery Ihe eagerly liftened, fhould 
appear. The caftle clock ftruck twelve. 
The found feemed to fhake the pile* 
Julia felt k thrill upon her heart. " I 
hear you," fighed fhe, " for the laft 
time." The ftillnefs of death fucceeded. 
She continued to liften ; but no found 
met her ear. For a confiderable time 
flie fat in a Hate of anxious expectation 
not to be defcribed. The clock chimed 
the fucceffive quarters ; and her feap 
rpfe to each additional found. At length 
fhe heard it ftrike one. Hollow wa$ 
that found* and dreadful to her hopes ; 
for neither Hippolitus nor Ferdinand 
appeared. She grew faint with fear and 
di&ppointmeot. Her mind, which fpr 
H4 two 
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two hours had been kept upon 'the 
ft retch of expectation, now refigned 
itfelf to defpair. She gently opened 
the door of her clofet, and looked upoi> 
the gallery ; but all was lonely and fi- 
lent. It appeared that Robert had re- 
fufed to be acceffary to their fcheme ; 
and it was probable that he had be- 
trayed it to the marquis. Overwhelmed 
with bitter refle&ions, fhe threw herfelf 
upon the fopha in the firft. diftra&ion 
of defpair. Suddenly (he thought ihe 
heard a noife in the gallery; and as Ihe 
ftarted from her pofture to liften to the 
found, the door of her clofet was gently 
opened by Ferdinand. " Come, my 
love," faid he, " the keys are ours, and 
we have not a moment to lofe ; our de* 
lay has been unavoidable ; but this is 
no time for explanation." Julia, almoft 
fainting, gave her hand to Ferdinand ; 
and Hippolitus, after fome ftiort ex- 
preffion of his thankfulnefs, followed. 
They paffed the door of Madame's 
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chamber; and treading the gallery with- 
flow and filent fteps, defcended to thfc 
hall. This they crofled towards a door, 
after opening, which, they were to find 
their way, through various paflages, to 
a remote part of the caftle, where a pri- 
vate door opened upon the walls. Fer- 
dinand carried the feveral keys. They 
fattened the hall door after them, and 
proceeded through a narrow paflage 
terminating in a ftair-cafe r 

They defcended, and had hardly 
reached the bottom, when they heard 
a loud noife at the door above, and 
prefently the voices of feveral people* 
Julia fcarcely felt the ground (he trod 
on, and Ferdinand flew to unlock a 
door that obftrufted their way. He 
applied the different keys, and at length 
found the proper one ; but the lock 
was rufted, and refufed to yield. Their 
diflrefs was not now to be conceived. 
The noife above increafed ; and it 
feemed as if the people were forcing 
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the door. Hippolitus and Ferdinand 
vainly tried to turn the key. A Hid- 
den crafti from above convinced them 
that the door had yielded, when mak- 
ing another defparate effort, the key 
broke in the lock. Trembling and ex- 
haufted, Julia gave herfelf up for loft* 
As ftie hung upon Ferdinand, Hippolitus 
vainly endeavoured to iboth her— the 
noife fuddenly ceafed. They liftened, 
dreading to hear the founds renewed ; 
but, to their utter aftonifhment, the fi- 
lence of the place remained undifturbed. 
They had now time to breathe, and to 
confider the poffibility of effe&ing their 
efcape ; for fronuhe marquis they had 
no mercy to hope. Hippolitus, in or- 
der to afcertain whether the people had 
quitted the door above, began to af- 
cend the paffage, in which he had not 
gone many fteps when the noife was re- 
newed with increafed violence. He in- 
filantly retreated ; and making a defpe- 
ratfe pu(h at the door below, which ob- 
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ftru&ed their paffage, it leemed to yields 
and by another effort of Ferdinand, burft 
open. They had not an inftant to lofe ; 
for they now heard the fteps of perfons 
defcending the ftairs. The avenue they 
were in opened into a kind of chamber, 
whence three paffages branched, of 
which they immediately chofe the firft. 
Another door now obftru&ed their paf- 
fage; and they were compelled to » wait 
while Ferdinand applied the keys* "Be 
quick," laid Julia, " or we are loft. O ! 
if this lock too is rufted \—>" Hark !" 
faid Ferdinand. They now difcovered 
what apprehenfion had before prevented 
• them from perceiving, that the founds 
of purfuit were ceafed, and all again 
was filent. As this could bappea only 
by the miftake of their purfuers, in 
taking the wrong route, they refbLved 
to preferve |heir advantage, by con- 
cealing the light, which Ferdinand 
now covered with his cloak. The door 
was opened, and they pafled on; but 
* H6 they 
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they were perplexed in the intricacies 
of the place, and wandered about in 
vain endeavour to find their way. Of- 
ten did they paufe to liften, and often 
did fancy give them founds of fearful 
import. At length they entered on 
the paflage which Ferdinand knew led 
dire&ly to a door that opened on the 
woods. Rejoiced at this certainty,, they 
foon reached the fpot which was to 
giv$ them liberty. 

Ferdinand turned the key ; the door 
unclofed, and, to their infinite joy, dis- 
covered to them the grey dawn. "Now, 
my love/ 1 faid Hippolitus, " you are 
fafe, and I am happy." — Immediately 
a loud voice from without exclaimed, 
u Take, villain, the reward of your 
perfidy !" At the fame inftant Hip- 
politus received a fword in bis body, 
and uttering a deep figlj, fell to the 
ground. Julia fhrieked and fainted ; 
Ferdinand drawing his fword, advan- 
ced towards the affaffin, upon whofe 
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countenance the light of his lamp then, 
ihone, and discovered to him his father I 
The fivord fell from his grafp, and he 
ftarted back in an agony of horror. He 
was inftantly furrounded, and feized by 
the fervants of the marquis, while the 
marquis himfelf denounced vengeance 
upon his head, and ordered him to be 
thrown into the dungeon of the caftle. 
At this inftant the fervants of the count, 
who were awaiting his arrival on the fea 
fhore, hearing the tumult, haftened to 
the fcene, and there beheld their be- 
loved matter lifelefs and weltering in 
his blood. They conveyed the bleeding 
body, with loud lamentations, on board 
the veffel which had been prepared for 
him, and immediately fet fail for Italy. 
Julia, on recovering her fenfes, found 
herfelf in a fmall room, of which flie 
had no remembrance, with her maid 
weeping over her. Recollection, when 
it returned, brought to her mind an 
energy of grief whicfc exceeded even 
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all former conceptions of fufferings. 
Yet her mifery was heightened by the 
intelligence which (he now received. 
She learned that Hippolitus had been 
borne away lifelefs by his people, that 
Ferdinand was confined in a dungeon 
by order of the marquis, and that her* 
felf was a prifoner in a remote room, 
ftom which, on the day after the mor- 
row, fhe was to be removed to the cha* 
pel of the caftle, and there facrificed to 
the ambition of her father, and the ab- 
furd love of the duke de Luovo. 

This accumulation of evil fubdued 
each power of refiftance, and reduced 
Julia to a ftate little fhort of diftradtion. 
No perfon was allowed to approach her 
but her maid, and the fervant who 
brought her food. Emilia, who, though 
fliocked by Julia's apparent want of 
confidence, feverely fympathized in her 
diftrefs, folicited to fee her ; but the 
pain of denial was fo fharply aggra- 
vated by rebuke, that ihe dared not 
[ again to urge the requeft. 

In 
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In the mean time Ferdinand, involv- 
ed in the gloom of a dungeon, was re- 
figned to the painful recolleftion of 
the paft, and a horrid anticipation of the 
future. From the refentment of the mar- 
quis, whofepaffions were wild and ter- 
rible, and whofe rank gave him an un- 
limited power of life and death in his own 
territories, Ferdinand had much to fear. 
Yet felfifli apprehenfion foon yielded to a 
more noble forrow. He mourned the 
fate of Hippolitus, and the fufferings 
of Julia. He could attribute the fai- 
lure of their fcheme only to the treach- 
ery of Robert, who had, however, 
met the wiihes of Ferdinand, with 
ftrong apparent fincerity, and generous 
intereft in the caufe of Julia. On the 
night of the intended elopement he 
had configned the keys to Ferdinand, 
who, immediately on receiving them, 
went to the apartment of Hippolitus. 
There they were detained till after 
the clock had flruck one, by a low 
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noife, which returned at intervals, and 
convinced them, that fome part of the 
family was not yet retired toTeft. This 
noife was undoubtedly occafioned by 
the people whom the marquis had em- 
ployed to watch, and whofe vigilance 
was too faithful to fuffer the fugitives 
to efcape. The very caution of Ferdi- 
nand defeated its purpofe; for it is pro- 
bable, that had he attemped to quit 
the caftle by the common entrance, he 
might have efcaped. The keys of the 
grand door, and thofe of the courts, re- 
maining in the poffeffion of Robert, 
the marquis was certain of the intended 
place of their departure ; and was thus 
enabled to defeat their hopes at the very 
moment when they exulted in their fuq- 
cefs. 

When the marchionefs learned the 
fate of Hippolitus, the refentment of 
jealous paffion, yielded to emotions of 
pity. Revenge was fatisfied, and fhe 
could now lament the fufferings of a 
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youth, whofe perfonal charms had touch- 
ed her heart as much as his virtues had: 
difappointed her hopes. Still true to paf- 
iion, and inacceffible to reafon, flie pour- 
ed upon the defencelefs Julia her anger 
for that calamity of which ihe herfelf 
was the unwilling caufe. By a dextrous 
adaptation of her powers, ihe had work- 
ed upon the paffions of the marquis, fo 
aa to render him relentlefs in the purfuit 
Of ambitious purpofes, and infatiable in 
revenging his difappointment. But the 
effedts of her artifices exceeded her in- 
tention in exerting them ; and when ihe 
meant only to facrifice a rival to her 
love, ihe found ihe had given up its ob- 
ject to revenge. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

*TPHE nuptial morn, fo juftly dread* 
-*■ ed by Julia, and fo impatiently 
awaited by the marquis, now arrived. 
The marriage was to be celebrated with 
a magnificence which demonftrated 
the joy it occafioned to the marquis. 
The caftle was fitted up in a ftyle of 
grandeur fuperior to any thing that had 
been before feen in it. The neighbour- 
ing nobility were invited to an enter- 
tainment which was to conclude with 
a fplendid ball and fupper, and the 
gates were to be thrown open to all who 
chofe to partake of the bounty of the 
marquis. At an early hour the duke, 
attended by a numerous retinue, enter- 
ed the caftle. Ferdinand heard from 
his dungeon, where the rigour and the 
policy of the marquis (till confined him, 
the loud clattering of hoofs in the 
court yard above, the rolling of the 
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carriage wheels, and all the tumultuous 
buitle which the entrance of the duke 
occafioned. He too well underftood the 
caufe of this uproar, and it awakened 
in him fenfations refembling thofe which 
the condemned criminal feels, when his 
ears are aflailed by the dreadful founds 
that precede his execution. When lie 
was able to think of himfelf, he won- 
dered by what means the marquis would 
reconcile his abfence to the guefts. He, 
however, knew too well the diffipated 
character of the Sicilian nobility, to 
doubt, that whatever ftory Ihould be 
invented would be very readily believed ' 
by them ; who, even if they knew the 
truth, would not fuffer a difcovery of 
their knowledge to interrupt the fefti- x 
vity which was offered them. 

The marquis and marchionefs receiv- 
ed the duke in the outer hall, and con- 
duced him to the faloon, where he par- 
took of the refrelhments prepared for 
him, and from thence retired to the cha* 
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pel. The marquis now withdrew to 
lead Julia to the altar, and Emilia was 
ordered to attend at the door of the cha- 
pel, ir> which the prieft and a numerous 
company were already affembled. The 
marchionefs, a prey to the turbulence of 
fucceeding paffions, exulted in the near 
completion of her favourite fcheme. 
A disappointment, however, was pre- 
pared for her, which would at once 
crufh the triumph of her malice and 
her pride. The marquis, on entering 
the prifon of Julia, found it empty ? 
His aftonifhment and indignation, upon 
the difcovery, almoft overpowered his 
reafon. Of the fervants of the caftle, 
who were immediately fummoned, he 
enquired concerning her efcape, with a 
mixture of fury and forrow, which left 
them no opportunity for .reply. They 
had, however, no information to give, 
but that her woman had not appeared 
during the whole morning. In the 
prifon were found the bridal habili- 
ments which the marchionefs herfelf 
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had fent on the preceeding night, toge- 
ther with a letter addrefled to Emilia, 
which contained the following words : 

<c Adieu, dear Emilia ; never more 
will you fee your wretched filler, who 
flies from the cruel fate now prepared 
for her, certain that fhe can never meet 
one more dreadful. — In happinefs or 
mifery — in hope or defpair — whatever 
may be your fituation — ftill remember 
me with pity and affe&ion. Dear Emi- 
lia, adieu ! — You will always be the 
fitter of my heart — may you never be 
the partner of my misfortunes ! 

While the marquis was reading this 
letter, the marchionefs, who fuppofed 
the delay occafioned by fome oppofition 
from Julia, flew to the apartment. By 
her orders all the habitable parts of the 
caftle were explored, and flie herfelf 
aflifted in the fearch. At length the 
intelligence was communicated to the 
chapel, and the confufion became uni- 
verfal. The prieft quitted the altar* 
and the company returned to the faloon. 

Thft 
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The letter when it was given to Emi- 
lia, excited emotions which flie found 
it impoffible to difguife, but which did 
not, however, proted: her from a fufpi- 
cion thatfhe was concerned in the tranf- 
a&ion, her knowledge of which this let- 
ter appeared intended to conceal. 

The marquis immediately difpatched 
fervants upon the fleeteft horfes of his 
ftables, with dire&ions to take different 
routes, and to fcour every corner of the 
ifland in purfuit of the fugitives. When 
thefe exertions had fomewhat- quieted 
his mind, he began to confider by what 
means Julia could have effected her cf- 
cape. She had been confined in a fmall 
room in a remote part of the caftie, to 
which no perfon had been admitted but 
her own woman, and Robert, the* confi- 
dential fervant of the marquis. Even 
Lifette had not been fuffered to enter, 
unlefs accompanied by Robert, in whofe 
room, fince the night of the fatal dif- 
covery, the keys had been regularly de- 
pofited. Withqut them it was impof- 
fible 
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fible (be could iiave efcaped : the win- 
dows of the apartment being barred 
and grated, and opening into an inner 
court, at a prodigious height from the 
ground. Befides, who could Ihe de- 
pend upon for proteftiori— or whi- 
ther could fhe intend to fly for con- 
cealment ? — The aflbciates of her for- 
mer elopement were utterly unable to 
aflift her even with advice. Ferdinand 
himfelf a prifoner, had been deprived 
of any means of intercourfe with her, 
and Hippolitus had been carried life- 
lefs on board a veffel which had im- 
mediately failed for Italy. 

Robert, to whom the keys had been 
intruded, was feverely interrogated by 
the marquis. He perfifted in a fimple 
and uniform declaration of hfc inno- 
cence; but as the marquis believed it 
impoffible that Julia could have efcap- 
ed without his knowledge, he was or- 
dered into imprifonment till he lhould 
confefs the fadt. 

The* 
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The pride of the duke was feverely 
wounded by this elopement, which prov- 
ed the excefs of Julia's averfion, and com- 
pleated the difgraceful circumftances of 
his rejection* The marquis had care- 
fully concealed from him her prior at- 
tempt at elopement, and her confequent 
confinement ; but the truth how burft 
from difguife, and flood revealed with 
bitter aggravation* The duke, fired 
with indignation at the duplicity of the 
marquis, poured forth his refentment 
in terms of proud and bitter invedtive ; 
and the marquis, galled by recent dis- 
appointment, was in no mood to re- 
train the impetuofity of his nature. 
He retorted with acrimony ; and the con- 
fequence would have been ferious, had 
not th.e* friends of each party interpofed 
for their prefervation. The difputants 
were at length reconciled ; it was agreed 
to purfue Julia with united, and inde- 
fatigable fearch; and that whenever {he 
fhould be found, the nuptials ihould be 
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folemnized without further delay. With 
the chara&er of the duke, this conduct 
was confident* His paffions, inflamed 
by difappointment, and ftrengthened 
by repulfe, now defied the power of 
obftacle; andthofe confiderations which 
would have operated with a more deli- 
cate mind to overcome its original in- 
clination, ferved only to encreafe the 
violence of his. 

Madame de Menon, who loved Julia 
with maternal affection, was an intereft- 
ed obferver of all that pafled at the caf- 
tle. The cruel fate to which the mar- 
quis deftined his daughter, flie had fe- 
verely lamented, yet fhe could hardly re- 
joice to find that this had been avoided 
by elopement. She trembled for the 
future fafety of her pupil ; and her tran- 
quillity, which was thus firft difturbed 
for the welfare of others, ihe was not 
foon fuffered to recover. 

The marchionefs had long nourished 
2l fecret diflike to Madame de Menon, 
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whole virtues were a filent reproof to 
her vices. The contrariety of their dif- 
pofition, created in the marchionefs an 
averfion which would have amounted 
to contempt, had not that dignity of vir- 
tue which flrongly characterized the 
manners of Madame, compelled the 
former to fear whatfhe wifhed to defpife. 
Her confcience whifpered her that the 
diflikewas mutual; and flie now rejoic- 
ed in the opportunity which feemed to 
offer itfelf, of lowering the proud in- 
tegrity of Madame's charadter. Pre- 
tending, therefore, to believe that fhe 
had encouraged Ferdinand to difobey his 
father's commands, and had been ac- 
ceffary to the elopement, fhe accufed 
her of thefe offences, and ftimulated the 
marquis to reprehend her conduft. But 
the integrity of Madame de Menon was 
not to be queftioned with impunity. 
Without deigning to anfwer the impu- 
tation, Ihe defired to refign an office of 
which (he was no longer confidered wor- 
thy, 
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thy, and to quit the caftle immediately. 
This the policy of the marquis would 
not fuffer ; and he was compelled to 
make fuch ample conceffions to Ma- 
dame, as induced her for the prefent to 
continue at the caftle* 

The news of Julia's elopement at 
length reached the ears of Ferdinand, 
whofe joy at this event was equalled 
only by his furprize. He loft, for a 
moment, the fenfe of his own fituation, 
and thought only of the efcape of Julia. 
But his forrow foon returned with ac- 
cumulated force, when he recollected 
that Julia might then perhaps want that 
afliftance, which his confinement alone 
could prevent his affording her. 

The fervants, who had been fent in 
purfuit, returned to the caftle without 
any fatisfa&ory information. Week 
after week elapfed in fruirlefs fearch, 
yet the duke was ftrenuous in continu- 
ing the purfuit. Emiflaries were dis- 
patched to Naples, and to the feveral 
1 2 eftates 
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eflates of the count Vereza, but they 
returned without any fatisfadtory infor- 
mation. The count had not been heard 
of fince he quitted Naples for Sicily. 

During thefe enquiries a new fub- 
jedt of difturbance broke out in the caf- 
tle of Mazzini. On the night fo fatal 
to the hopes of Hippolitus and Julia, 
when the tumult was fubfided, and all 
was ftill, a light was obferved by a fer- 
vant as he pafled by the window of the 
great ftair-cafe in the way to his cham- 
ber, to glimmer through the cafement 
before noticed in the fouthern build- 
ings. While he flood obferving it, it 
vanifhed, and prefently re-appeared. 
The former myfterious circumftances 
relative to thefe buildings rufhed upon 
his mind ; and fired with wonder, he 
roufed fome of his fellow fervants to 
come and behold this phenomenon. 

As they gazed in filent terror, the 
light difappeared, and foon after, they 
faw a fmall door belonging to the fouth 
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tower open, and a figure bearing a light 
iffue forth, which gliding along the caf- 
tle walls, was quickly loft to their view. 
Overcome with fear, they hurried back 
to their chambers, and revolved all the 
* late wonderful occurrences. They doubt- 
ed not, that this was the figure formerly 
feen by the lady Julia. The fudden 
change of Madame de Menon's apart- 
ments had not pafied unoblerved by the 
fervants, but they now no longer hefita- 
ted to what to attribute the removal. 
They collected each various and uncom- 
mon circumftance attendant on this part 
of the fabric ; and, comparing them with 
the prefent, their fuperftitious fears were 
confirmed, and their terror heightened 
to fuch a degree, that many of them re- 
folved to quit the fervice of the mar- 
quis. 

The marquis furprized at this fudden 

defertion, enquired into its caufe, and 

learned the truth. Shocked by this dif- 

covery, he yet refolved to prevent, if 
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poffible, the ill effe&s which might be 
cxpedted from a circulation of the re- 
port. To this end it was necefiary to 
quiet the minds of his people, and to 
prevent their quitting his fervice. Hav- 
ing feverely reprehended them for the 
idle apprehenfion they encouraged, he 
told them that, to prove the fallacy of 
their furmifes, he would lead them over 
that part of the caftle which was the 
fubjedt of their fears, and ordered them 
to attend him at the return of night in 
the north hall. Emilia and Madame de 
Menon fuprized at this procedure, 
awaited the ifTue in filent expe&ation. 

The fervants in obedience to the com- 
mands of the marquis, aflembled at 
night in the north hall. The air of de- 
flation which reigned through the 
fouth buildings, and the circumftance 
of their having been for fo many years 
lhut up, would naturally tend to infpire 
awe; but to thefe people, who firmly 
believed them to be the. haunt of an 

unquiet 
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unquiet fpirit, terror was the predomi- 
nant fentiment. 

The marquis now appeared with the 
keys of thefe buildings in his hands, and 
every heart thrilled with wild expedla- 
tion. He ordered Robert to precede him 
with a torch, and the reft of the fervants 
following, he pafled on. A pair of iron 
gates were unlocked, and they proceed- 
ed through a court, whofe pavement was 
wildly overgrown with long grafs, to 
the great door of the fouth fabric. Here 
they met with fome difficulty, for the 
lock, which had not been turned for 
many years, was rufted. 

During this interval, the filence of 
expectation fealed the lips of all prefent. 
At length the lock yielded. That door 
which had not been pafled for fo many 
years, creaked heavily upon its hinges, 
and difclofed the hall of black marble 
which Ferdinand had formerly crofled. 
" Now," cried the marquis, in a tone 
of irony as he entered, " exped to en. 
1 4 couotet 
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counter the ghofts of which you tell 
me ; but if you fail to conquer them, 
prepare to quit my fervice. The peo- 
ple who live with me, (hall at leaft have 
courage and ability fufficient to defend 
me from thefe fpiritual attacks. All I 
apprehend is, that the enemy will not 
appear, and in this cafe your valour will 
go untried." 

No one dared to anfwcr, but all fol- 
lowed, in filent fear, the marquis, who 
afcended the great ftair-cafe, and enter* 
ed the gallery. " Unlock that door," 
faid he, pointing to one on the teft r 
" and we will foon unhoufe thefe 
ghofts." Robert applied the key, but 
his hand (hook fo violently that he 
could not turn it. " Here is a fellow/' 
cried the marquis, " fit to encounter 
a whole legion of fpirits. Do you, 
Anthony, take the key, and try your 
valour." 

" Pleafe you, my lord," replied 
Anthony, " I never was a good one at 

unlock- 
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unlocking a door in my life, but here 
is Gregory will do it." " No, my 
lord, an* pleafe you," faid Gregory, 
here is Richard." « Stand off," faid 
the marquis, " I will fliame your cow- 
ardice, and do it myfelf." 

Saying this he turned the key, and 
was rulhing on, but the door refufed to 
yield ; it fhook under his hands, and 
feemed as if partially held by fome per- 
fon on the other fide. The marquis was 
furprized, and made feveral efforts to 
move it, without effedt. He then or- 
dered his fervants to burft it open, but, 
lhrinking back with one accord, they 
cried " for God's fake, my lord, go no 
farther; we are fatisfied here are no 
ghofts, only let us get back." 

€€ It is now then my turn to be fatif- 
fied," replied the marquis, " and till I 
am, not one of you fhall ftir. Open 
me that door." " My lord !"— " Nay," 
faid the marquis, afiuming a look of 
{tern authority — " difpute not my com r 
mands. I am not to be trifled with." 
I 5 TVw* 
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They now ftepped forward, and ap» 
plied their ftrength to the door, when a 
loud and fudden noife burft from with- 
in, and refounded through the hollow , 
chambers ! The men ftarted back in af- 
fright, and were rufhing headlong down 
the flair-cafe, when the voice of the 
marquis arretted their flight. They re* 
turned with hearts palpitating with ter- 
ror, i€ Obferve what I fay ," faid the mar- 
quis, " and behave like men. Yonder 
door," pointing to one at fome diftance, 
€ ' will lead us through other rooms to 
this chamber— unlock it therefore, for 
I' will' know the caufe of thefe founds/* 
Shocked at this* determination, the fer- 
vants again fupplicated the marquis to 
go no farther ; and to be obeyed, he 
was obliged to exert all his authority. 
The door was opened, and discovered a 
long narrow paflage, into which they 
defcended by a few fteps. It led to a 
gallery that terminated in a back flair- 
cafe, 
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cafe, where feveral doors appeared, one* 
of which the marquis unclofed. A fpa- 
cious chamber appeared beyond, whofe 
walls, decayed and discoloured by the 
damps, exhibited a melancholy proof 
of defertion. 

They paffed on through a long fuite 
©f lofty and noble apartments, which 
were in the fame ruinous condition. 
At length they came to the- chamber 
whence the noife had iffued. " Go> 
firft, Robert, with the light," faid the 
marquis, as they approached the door; 
€C this is the key." Robert trembled 
— but obeyed, and the other fervants 
followed in filence. They flopped a mo* 
ment at the door to liften, but all was- 
ftill within. The door was opened, and 
difclofed k large vaulted chamber, near- 
ly refembling thofe they had paffed, 
and on looking round, they difcovered 
at once the caufe of the alarm. — A part 
of the decayed roof was fallen in, and 
the Hones and rubbifh of the ruin fall- 
1 6 ing 
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ing againft the gallery door, obftru&ed 
the paffage. It was evident, too, whence 
the noife which occafioned their terror 
had arifen ; the loofe ftones which were 
piled againft the door being fhook by 
the effort made to open it, had given 
way, and rolled to the floor. 

After furveying the place, they re- 
turned to the back flairs, which they 
defcended, and having purfued the feve- 
ral windings of a long paflage, found 
themfelves again in the jnarble hall. 
"Now,"faid the marquis, "what think 
ye ? What evil fpirits infeft thefe walls ? 
Henceforth be cautious how ye credit 
the phantafms of idlenefs, for ye may 
not always meet with a matter who will 
condefcend to undeceive ye." €S They 
acknowledged the goodnefs of the mar- 
quis, and profeffing themfelves per- 
fectly confeious of the error of their 
former fufpicions, defired they might 
fearch no farther. " I chufe to leave 
nothing to your imagination," replied 

the 
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the marquis, left hereafter it ftiould be- 
tray you into a fimilar error. Follow 
roe, therefore ; you lhall fee the whole 
of thefe buildings/' Saying this, he 
led them to the fouth tower. They re- 
membered, that from a door of this 
tower, the figure which caufed their 
alarm had iffued ; and notwithftanding 
the late aflertion of their fufpicions be- 
ing removed, fear flill operated power- 
fully upon their minds, and they would 
willingly have been excufed from far- 
ther refearch. " Would any of you 
chufe to explore this tower ?" faid the 
marquis, pointing to the broken ftair- 
cafe ; €€ for myfelf, I am mortal, and 
therefore fear to venture ; but you, who 
hold communion with difembodied fpi- 
rits, may partake fomething of their na- 
ture ; if fo, you may pafs without ap- 
prehenfion where the ghoft has proba- 
bly pafled before." They fhrunk at 
this reproof, and were filent. 
The marquis turning to a door on 

his 
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his right hand, ordered it to be air- 
locked. It opened upon the country* 
and the fervants knew it to be the fame 
whence the figure had appeared. Hav- 
ing re-locked it, €C Lift that trap-door ; 
we will defcend into the vaults," faid 
the marquis. " What trap-door, my 
Lord ?" faid Robert, with encreafed 
agitation ; " I fee none." The marquis 
pointed, and Robert perceived a door 
which lay almoft concealed beneath the 
{tones that had fallen from the flair- 
cafe above. He began to remove them* 
when the marquis fuddenly turning — 
"■I have already fufEciently indulged 
your folly," faid he, " and am weary of 
this bufinefs. If you are capable of re* 
ceiving conviction from truth, you mull 
now be convinced that thefe buildings 
are not the haunt of a fupernatural be- 
ing ; and if you are incapable,, it would 
be entirely ufelefs to proceed. You, 
Robert, may therefore fpare yourfelf 
the trouble of removing the rubbiih ; 
we will quit this part of the fabric." 

The 
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The fervants joyfully obeyed, and 
the- marquis locking the fijveral doors, 
returned with the keys to the habitable 
part of the caftle. 

Every enquiry after Julia had hitherto 
proved fruitlefs ; and the imperious na- 
ture of the marquis, heightened by the 
prefent vexation, became intolerably 
oppreffive to all around him. As the 
hope of recovering Julia declined, his 
opinion that Emilia had affifted her to 
efcape ftrengthened, and he infli&ed 
upon her the feverity of his unjuft fuf- 
picions. She was ordered to confine 
herfelf to her apartment till her inno- 
cence fhould be cleared, or her filler 
difcovered. From Madame de Menon 
fhe received a faithful fympathy, which 
was the fole relief of her opprefled 
heart. Her anxiety concerning Julia 
daily encreafed, and Was heightened 
into the moft terrifying apprehenfions 
for her fafety. She knew of no perfon 
in whom her fifter* could confide, or of 

any 
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any place where fhe could find protec- 
tion ; the mod deplorable evils were 
therefore to be expedted. 

One day, as fhe was fitting at the 
window of her apartment, engaged in 
melancholy refledtion, fhe faw a man 
riding towards the caftle on full fpeed. 
Her heart beat with fear and expecta- 
tion . for his hafte made her fufpedt he 
brought intelligence of Julia ; and flie 
could fcarcely refrain from breaking 
through the command of the marquis, 
and rufhing into the hall to learn fome- 
thing of his errand. She was right in 
her conjecture ; the perfon Ihe had feen 
was a fpy of the marquis's, and came to 
inform him that the lady Julia was at 
that time concealed in a cottage of the 
foreft of Marentino. The marquis, re- 
joiced at this intelligence, gave the man 
a liberal reward. He learned alfo, that 
flie was accompanied by a young cava- 
lier; which circumftance furprized him 
exceedingly ; for he. knew of no perfon 

except 
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except the count de Vereza with whorxt 
flie could have entrufted herfelf, and 
the count had fallen by his fword ! He 
immediately ordered a party of his peo- 
ple to accompany the meflenger to the 
foreft of Marentino, and to fuffer neither 
Julia nor the cavalier to efcape them, 
on pain of death. 

When the duke de Luovo was in- 
formed of this difcovery, he entreated 
and obtained permiffion of the marquis 
to join in the purfuit. He immediately 
fet out on the expedition, armed, and 
followed by a number of his fervants, 
* He refolved to encounter all hazards, 
and to pra&ife the moft deiperate ex- 
tremes, rather than fail in the objed: of 
his enterprize. In a fhort time he over- 
took the marquis's people, and they 
proceeded together with all poffible 
fpeed. The foreft Jay feveral leagues 
diftant from the caftle of Mazzini, and 
the day was clofing when they entered 
upon the borders. The thick foliage of 

the 
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the trees fpread a deeper fhade around; 
and they were obliged to proceed with 
caution. Darknefs had long fallen up- 
on the earth when they reached the cot- 
tage, to which they were directed by a 
light that glimmered from afar among 
the trees. The duke left his people at 
fome diftance ; and difmounting, and 
accompanied only by one fervant, ap- 
proached the cottage. When he reached 
it he flopped, and looking through the 
window, obferved a man and womaa 
in the habit of peafants feated at their 
(upper. They were converfing with 
earneftnefs, and the duke> hoping to 
obtain farther intelligence of Julia, en- 
deavoured to liften to their difcourfe* 
They were praifing the beauty of a la- 
dy, whom the duke did not doubt to be 
Julia, and the woman fpoke much in 
praife of the cavalier. " He has a 
noble heart," faid fhe ; €€ and I am fure, 
by his look, belongs to fome great fa- 
mily ." " Nay," replied her compa- 
nion % 
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nion, t€ the lady is as good as he. I 
have been at Palermo, and ought to 
know what great folks are, and if fhe 
is not one of them, never take N my word 
again. Poor thing, how fhe docs take 
on ! It made my heart ach to fee her." 
They were fome time filent. The 
duke knocked at the door, and enquired 
of the man who opened it concerning 
the lady and cavalier then in his cot? 
tage. He was affured there were no 

x other perfons in the cottage than thofe 
he then faw. The duke perfifted in 
affirming that the perfons he enquired 

' for were there concealed; which the 
man being as refolute in denying, he 
gave the fignal, and his people ap* 
proached, and furrounded the cottage. 
The peafants terrified by this circum* 
fiance, confeffed that a lady and cava- 
lier, fuch as the duke defcribed, had 
been for fome time concealed in the 
cottage ; but that they were now de- 
parted, 

Sufr 
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Sufpicious of the truth of the latter 
affertion, the duke ordered his people 
to fearch the cottage, and that part of 
the foreft contiguous to it. The fearch 
ended in difappointment. The duke, 
however, refolved to obtain all poffible 
information concerning the fugitives ; 
and affuming, therefore, a ftern air, 
bade the peafant, on pain of inftant 
death, difcover all he knew of them. 

The man replied, that on a very dark 
and ftotmy night, about a week before, 
two perfons had come to the cottage, 
and defired Ihelter. That they were 
unattended ; but feemed to be perfons 
of confequence in difguife. That they 
paid very liberally for what they had ; 
and that they departed from the cot- 
tage a few hours before the arrival of 
the duke. 4 

The duke enquired concerning the 
courfe they had taken, and having re« 
ceived information, re -mounted his 
horfe, and fet forward in purfuit. The 

road 
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road lay for feveral leagues through the 
foreft, and the darknefs, and the pro- 
bability of encountering banditti, made 
the journey dangerous. About the 
break of day, they quitted the foreft, 
and entered upon a wild and moun- 
tainous country, in which they travelled 
fome miles without perceiving a hut, 
or a human being. No veftige of cul- 
tivation appeared, and no founds reach- 
ed them but thofe of their horfes feet, 
and the roaring of the winds through 
the deep forefts that overhung the 
mountains. The purfuit was uncertain, 
but the duke refolved to perfevere. 

They came at length to a cottage, 
where he repeated his enquiries, and 
learned to his fatisfa&ion that two per- 
fons, fuch as he defcribed, had flopped 
there for refrefhment about two hqurs 
before. He found it now neceflary to 
Hop for the fame purpofe. Bread and 
milk, the only provifions of the place, 
were fet before him, and his attendants 

would 



C 19° ) 

would have been well contented, had 
there been fufficient of this homely fare 
to have fatisfied their hunger. 

Having difpatched an hafty meal, 
they again fet forward in the way 
pointed out to them as the route of the 
fugitives. The country affumed a more 
civilized afpedfc. Corn, vineyards, olives, 
and groves of mulberry-trees adorned 
the hills. The vallies, luxuriant in 
fhade, were frequently embellifhed by 
the windings of a lucid ftream, and di- 
verfified by clutters of half-feen cot- 
tages. Here the rifing turrets of a mo- 
naftery appeared above the thick trees 
with which they were furrounded ; and 
there the favage wilds, the travellers 
had pafied, formed a bold and piftu- 
refque back- ground to the fcene. 

To the queftions put by the duke to 
the feveral perfons he met, he received 
anfwers that encouraged him to pro- 
ceed. At noon he halted at a village to 
refrefh himfelf and his people. > He 

could 
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could gain no intelligence of Julia, and 
was perplexed which way to chufe ; 
but determined at length to purfue the 
road he was then in, and accordingly 
again fet forward. He travelled feve- 
ral miles without meeting any perfon 
who could give the neceflary informa-. 
tion, and began to defpair of fuccefs. 
The lengthened fhadows of the moun- 
tains, and the fading light, gave fignals 
of declining day ; when having gained 
the fummit of a high hill, he obfenred 
two perfons travelling on horfe-back in 
the plains below. On one of them he 
diftinguilhed the habiliments of a wo- 
man ; and in her air he thought he difco- 
vered that of Julia. While he flood at- 
tentively furveying them, they looked 
towards the hill, when, as if urged by 
a fudden impulfe ©f terror, they fet off 
on full fpeed over the plains. The duke 
had no doubt that thefe were the per- 
fons he fought ; and he, therefore, or- 
dered fome of his people to purfue 

them, 
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' them, and pufhed his horfe into a full 
gallop. Before he reached the plains, 
the fugitives, winding round an abrupt 
hill, were loft to his view. The duke 
continued his courfe, and his people, 
who were a confiderable way before him* 
at length reached the hill, behind which 
the two perfons had xlifappeared. No 
traces of them were to be feen, and they 
entered a narrow defile between two 
ranges of high and favage mountains; 
on the right of which a rapid ftiream 
rolled along, and broke with its deep 
refounding murmurs the folemn filence 
of the place. The fhades of evening 
bow fell thick, and the fcene was foon 
enveloped in darknefs; but to the duke, 
who was animated by a ftrong and im- 
petuous paffion, thefe were unimpor- 
tant circumftances. Although he knew 
that the wilds of Sicily were frequently 
infefted with banditti, his numbers 
made him fearlefs of attack. Not fo 
his attendants, many of whom, as the 

darfc* 
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€arknefs increafed, teftified emotions 
not very honourable to their courage ; 
Halting at every bulb, and believing it 
concealed a murderer. They endea- 
voured to difluade the duke from pro- 
ceeding, expreifing uncertainty of their 
being in the right route, and recom* 
mending the open plains. But the duke, 
whofe eye had been vigilant to mark 
the flight of the fugitives, and who 
was not to be diffuaded from his pur- 
pofe, quickly repreffed their arguments* 
They continued their <courfe without 
meeting a fingle perfon. 

The moon now rofe, and afforded 
them a ihadowy imperfeft view of the 
fiirrounding objedis. The profpeft was 
gloomy and vaft, and not a human ha- 
bitation met their eyes. They had now 
loft every trace of the fugitives, and 
found themfelves bewildered in a wild 
and favage country* Their only remain-* 
ing care was to extricate themfelves 
from fo forlorn a fituation, and they lif- 
Vol. I. K tened 
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tened at every ftep with anxious atten- 
tion for fome found that might difcover 
to them the haunts of men. They li£> 
tened in vain ; the ftillnefs of night 
was undifturbed but by the wind, which 
broke at intervals in low and hollow 
murmurs from among the mountains* 

As they proceeded with filent cau- 
tion, they perveived a light break from 
among the rocks at fome diftance. The 
duke hefitated whether to approach, fines 
it might probably proceed from a party 
of the banditti with which thefc moun- 
tains were faid to be infefted. While 
he hefitated, it disappeared ; but he had 
not advanced many fteps when it re- 
turned* He now perceived it to iffue from 
the mouth of a cavern, and call a bright 
refledion upon the overhanging rocks 
andfbrubs. 

He difinounted, and followed by two 
of his people, leaving the reft at fome 
diftance, moved with flow and filent 
#eps towards the cave. As he drew 

near, 
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aear, lie heard the found of many Voices 
in high caroufal. Suddeiijy the uproar 
ceafed, and the following words werfc 
fung by a clear and manly voice : 

SON& 
Poor the rich libation high ; 

The fparkling cup to Bacchus fill $ 
- His joys 4*11 dance in ev'ry eye, 
And chtce the forms of fa tu re ill ! 

Xiaick the magic raptures ileal 
O'er the fancy-kindling brain, 

Warm the heart with focial zeal, 
And fong and laughter reign* 

Then rifions of pleafare (hall Seat on our figke, 
While light bounding our fpxrift fhall flow; 

And the god ihall impart a fine fcnfe of delight 
Which in vzinjbitr mortals woald know* . 

The laft verfe was repeated in loud 
chorus. The duke liftened with afto- 
aifhment I Such focial merriment amid 
a fcene of fuch fivage wildnefs, appeared 
j&ore like enchantment than reality. He 
would not have hefitated to pronounce 
this a party of banditti* had not the 
Ka deiU 
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delicacy of expreffion preferved in the 
fong, appeared unattainable by men of 
their clafs. 

He had now a full view of the cave ; 
and the moment which convinced him 
of his error, ferved alfo to encreafe his 
furprize. He beheld, by the light of a 
fire, a party of banditti feated within 
the deepeft recefs of the cave round a 
rude kind of table formed in the rock. 
The table was fpread with provifions, 
and they were regaling themfelves with 
great eagernefs and joy. The counte- 
nances of the men exhibited a ftrange 
mixture of fiercenefs and fociality ; 
and the duke could almoft have ima- 
gined he beheld in thefe robbers a band 
of the early Romans before knowledge 
had civilized, or luxury had foftened 
them. But he had not much time for 
meditation ; a fenfe of his danger bade 
him fly while to fly was yet in his power." 
As he turned to depart, he obferved 
two faddle horfes grazing upon the herb- 
age 
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3ge near the mouth of the cave. It in- 
fhntly occurred to him that they be- 
longed to Julia and her companion. 
He hefitated, and at length determined 
to linger awhile, and liften to the con- 
verfation of the robbers, hoping frorii 
thence to have his doubts refolved. 
They talked for fome time in a drain 
of high conviviality, and recounted in 
exultation many of their exploits. They 
defcribed alfo the behaviour of feveral 
people whom they had robbed, with 
highly ludicrous allufions, and with 
much rude humour, while the cave re- 
echoed with loud burfts of laughter 
and applaufe. They were thus engaged 
in tumultuous merriment, till one of 
them curfing the fcanty plunder of their 
late adventure, but praifing the beauty 
of a lady, they all lowered their voices 
together, and feemed as if debating 
upon a point uncommonly interefting 
to them. The paffions of the duke were 
roufed, and he became certain that it 
K 3 was 
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was Julia, of whom they had fpokeiu 
In the firft impulfe of feeling he drew 
his fword ; but recolle&ing the number 
of his adverfaries, retrained his fury. 
He was turning from the cave with a 
defign of fummoning his people, when 
the light of the fire glittering upon the 
bright blade of his weapon, caught the 
£ye of one of the banditti. He darted 
from his feat, and his comrades inftantl/ 
riling in confirmation, difcovered the 
duke. They rufhed with loud vocifera- 
tion towards the mouth of the cave. 
He endeavoured to efcapc to hi? peo- 
ple ; but t WQ of the banditti mounting 
the horfes which were grazing near, 
quickjy overtook and felled him. Hip 
drefs and air proclaimed him tp he ? 
perfon of diftin&ion ; and, rejoicing in 
their profpedfc of plunder, they forced 
him towards the cave. Here their com- 
rades awaited them ; but what were the 
emotions of the duke, when he dif- 
covered in the perfon of the principal 

robber 
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fobber his own ion ! who^ to efcape the 
galling feverity of his father, had fled 
from his caftle fome years before, and 
had not been heard of fince. 

He had placed himfelf at the head of 
a party of banditti, and, pleafed with 
the liberty which till then he had never 
tailed, and with the power which his 
new fituation afforded him, he became 
fo much -attached to this wild and law- 
lefs mode of life, that he determined 
never to quit k till death fhould diffolve 
thofe ties which now made his rank only 
eppreffiye. This event feented at fp 
great a diftance, that he feldom allowed 
himfelf to think of it. Whenever k 
ihould happen, he had no doubt that he 
might either reiome his rank without 
dinger of difcovetfy, or might juftify 
his prefent conduft as a frolic which a 
few ads of generofity would cafily ex-* 
iufe» He knew fats power would then 
place him beyond the reach of centime* 
in a country where the people are ac 
K4 cuftomed 
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cuftomed to implicit fubordination, and 
feldom dare to fcrminize the adkions of 
the nobility. 

His fenfations, however, on difcovcr* 
ing his father, were not very pleafing ; 
but proclaiming the duke, he prote&ed 
him from farther outrage. 

With the duke, whofe heart was a 
ftranger to the foftcr affe&ions, indigna- 
tion ufurped the place of parental feel- 
ing. His pride was the only paffion 
affe&ed by the difcovery ; and he had 
the raihnefs to exprcfs the indignation, 
which the condudfc of his fon had ex- 
cited, in terms of unreftrained invec- 
tive. The banditti, inflamed by the op* 
probium with which he loaded their or- 
der, threatened inftant punifhment to 
his temerity ; and the authority of Ric- 
cardo could hardly reftrain them within 
the limits of forbearance. 
• The menaces, and at length entrea- 
ties of the duke, to prevail with his fon 
to abandon his prefent way of life, were 

equally 
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equally ineffe&ual. Secure in his own 
power, Riccardo laughed at. the firft* 
and was infenfible to the latter ; and his 
father was compelled to relinqutfh the 
attempt. The duke, however, boldly 
and paffionately accufed him of having 
plundered and fecreted a lady and cava- 
lier, his friends, at the fame time def- 
cribing Julia, for whofe liberation he 
offered large rewards; Riccardo denied 
the faft, which fo much exafperated - 
the duke, that he drew his fword with 
an intention of plunging it in the breaft 
of his foil. His arm was arretted by 
the furrounding banditti, who half un* 
flieathed jtheir fwords, and flood fufc 
pended in an attitude of menace. The 
fate of the father now hung upon tie 
voice of the fon. Riccardo raifed his 
arm, but inftantly dropped it, and turn- 
ed away. The > banditti fheathed theij? 
weapons, and ftepped back. 
*:• Riccardo folemnly fwearing that he 
knew nothing of the pcrfons defcribed, 
K 5 the 
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the duke at length became convinced 
pf the truth of the afiertion, and de- 
parting from the cave, rejoinedjiis peo- 
ple. All die impetuous paffions of his 
nature were routed and inflamed by the 
difcovery of his ion in a fituation fo 
wretchedly difgraceful. Yet it was his 
pride rather than his virtue that was 
hurt; and when he wifhed him dead, it 
was rather to fave himfelf from dis- 
grace, than his fon from the real in- 
dignity of vice. He had no means of 
reclaiming him; to have attempted 
it by force, would have been at this 
time the excefs of temerity, for his at- 
tendants, though numerous, were un- 
difciplined, and would have fallen cer- 
tain victims to the power of a favage 
and dexterous banditti. 

With thoughts agitated in fierce and 
agonizing conflict, he pUrfued his joiir- 
ney ; and having loft all trace of Julia, 
fought only for an habitation which 
might flicker him from t%£ night, and 

afford 
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afford neceffary refreftmient for him- 
felfand his people. With this, how- 
ever, there appeared little hope of 
meeting* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE night grew ftormy. The hol- 
low winds ' fwept over the moun- 
tains, and blew bleak and cold around ; 
the clouds were driven fwiftly over the 
face of the moon, and the duke and his 
people were frequently involved in to- 
tal darknefs. They had travelled on 
filently and dejedtedly for fome hours, 
and were bewildered in the wilds, when 
they fuddenly heard the bell of a mo- 
naftery chiming for midnight prayer. 
Their hearts revived at the found, which 
they endeavoured to follow, but they 
had not gone far, when the gale wafted 
it away, and they were abandoned to 
the uncertain guide of their own con- 
jectures. 

They had purfued for fome time the 
way which they judged led to the mo- 
naftery, when the note of the bell re- 
turned upon the wind, and discovered 

to 



to them that they had niiftaken their 
route. After muclr wandering and dif- 
ficulty they arrived, overcome with 
wearinefs, at the gates of a large and 
gloomy fabric. The bell had ceafed, 
and all was {till. By the moon light, 
which through broken clouds now 
ftreamed upon the building, they be- 
came convinced it was the monaftery. 
they had fought, and the dtike himfelf 
flruck loudly upon the gate. 

Several minutes elapfed, no perfon 
appeared, and he repeated the.ftroke. 
A ftep was prefently heard within, the 
gate was unbarred, and a thin fhivering 
figure prefented itfelf. The duke folk- 
cited admiffion, but was refufed, and 
reprimanded for difturbing the convent 
at the hour facred to prayer. He 
then made known his rank, and bade 
the friar inform the Superior that he 
requefted Ihelter from the night. Ths 
friar, fufpicious of deceit, knd apprc- 
henfive of robbers, refufed with muck 

firm- 
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ftmnefi, and repeated that the convener 
was engaged in prayer ; he had almoft 
dofed the gate, when the duke, whom 
hunger and fatigue made defperate, 
jrufhed by him, and pafled into the court* 
It was his intention to prefent himfclf 
to the Superior,, and he had not pro- 
ceeded far when the found of laughter, 
and of many voices in loud and mirth* 
ful jollity, attra&ed his fteps. It led 
him through fe veral paffages to a door, 
through the crevices of which light ap* 
peared. He paufed a moment, and 
heard within a wild uproar of merri- 
ment and fong*. Hi was firuck with 
aftonifhmeat, and could fcarcely credit 
his fenfes I 

He unclofed the door,- and beheld in 
a large room, well lighted, a company 
of friars, dreft in the habit of their 
order, placed round arable, which was 
profufely fpread with wines and fruit?. 
The Superior, whofe habit diftinguiihed 
him from his aflbciaxes, appeased at the 

head 



head of the table. He was lifting r 
large goblet of wine to his lips, and was 
roaring out, u Profufion and confufion," 
at the moment when the duke entered* 
His appearance eaufed a general alarm ; 
that part of the company who were not 
too much intoxicated, arofe from their 
feats; and the Superior, dropping the 
goblet from his hands, endeavoured to 
affume a look of aufterity, which his 
rofy countenance belied. The duke re- 
ceived a reprimand, delivered in the 
lifping accents of intoxication, and cm* 
beiliihed with frequent interje&ions of 
hiccup. He made known his qua* 
Iky, his diftrefs, and folicited a nightfs 
lodging for himfelf and his people. 
When the Superior understood the dif- 
tinftion of his gueft, his features relaxed 
into a fmile of joyous welcome ; and 
taking him by*he hand, he placed him 
by his fide. 

The table was quickly covered with 
luxurious provifions, and orders were 

given 
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given that the duke's people ihould be 
admitted, and taken care of. He was 
regaled with a variety of the fined wines, 
and at length, highly elevated by ino- 
noftic hofpitality, he retired to the apart- 
ment. allotted him, leaving the Superior 
in a condition which precluded all ce* 
remony. 

He departed in the morning, very 
well pleafed with the accommodating 
principles of monadic religion. He 
had been told that the enjoyment of the 
good things of this life was the fureft 
fign of our gratitude to Heaven ; and 
it appeared, that within the walls of a 
Sicilian monaftery, the precept and the 
pra&ice were equally enforced. 

He was now at a lofs what courfe to 
chufe, for he had no clue to diredt him 
towards the objedt of his purfuit ; but 
hope^ftill invigorated, and urged him' 
to perfeverance. He was not many 
leagues from the coaft ; and it occurred 
to him, that the fugitive* might make 

towards 
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towards it with a defign of efcaping 
into Italy. He therefore determined to 
travel towards the fea, and proceed along 
the fhore. 

At the houfe where he Hopped to 
dine, he learned that two perfons, fuch 
as he defcribed, had halted there about 
an hour before his arrival, and had fet 
off again in much feeming hafte. They 
had taken the road towards the coaft, 
whence it was obvious to the duke they 
defigned to embark. He flayed not to 
finifli the repaft fet before him, but 
inflantly re-mounted to continue the 
purfuit. 

To the enquiries he made of the per- 
fons he chanced to meet, favourable an- 
fwers were returned for a time, but he 
Was at length bewildered in uncertainty, 
and travelled for fome hours in a direc- 
tion which chance, rather than judg- 
ment, prompted him to take. 

The falling evening again con- 
fufed his profpe&s, and unfettled his 

hopes. 



( 2ro ) 

hopes* The (hades were deepened by 
thick and heavy clouds that enveloped 
the horizon, and the deep founding air 
foretold a tempeft. The thunder now 
rolled at a diftance, and the accumu- 
lated clouds grew darker. The duke 
and his people were* on & wild and 
dreary heath, round which they looked 
an vain for flielter, the view being ter~ 
ininated on all fides by the fame defolatfr 
fcene* They rode, however, as hard 
as their horfes would carry them ; and 
at length one of the attendants efpied 
on the flurts of the wafte a large man*> 
fion, towards which they immediately 
dire&ed their courfe. 

They were overtaken by the ftorm, 
and at the moment when they reached 
the building, a peal of thunder, which 
feemed to fhake the pile, burft over 
their heads.. They now found them* 
felves in a large and ancient manfioa, 
which feemed totally deferted, and 
was falling, to decay,. The edifice was> 

diftin^ 
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«Kftingui(hed by an air of magnificence^ 
which ill recorded with the {unround- 
ing fceoery, and which excited fome 
degree of furprize in the mind of the 
duke, who, however fully juftificd the 
^wner in for faking a fpot,. which pre* 
fented to the eye only views of rude 
and defolated nature. 

The ftorm encreafed with much vio- 
lence, and threatened to detain the dufce 
a prifoner in his prefent habitation for 
the night. The hall, of which he and 
his people had taken pofleffion, exhi- 
bited in every feature marfcs of ruin an# 
defoliation* The marble pavement was 
in many places broken, the w^lls were 
mouldering in decay, and tound the 
high and fluttered windows the long 
grafs waved to the lonely gale.. Curio- 
fity led him to explore the recefTes of 
the manfion. He quitted the hall, and 
entered upon a paffage which conduced 
him to a remote part of the edifice. He 
wandered through the wild and fpaciou* 

apart- 



( 212 ) 

apartments in gloomy meditation, and 
often paufed in wonder at the remains 
of magnificence which he beheld. 

The manfion was irregular and vaft, 
and he was bewildered in its intricacies. 
In endeavouring to find his way back, 
he only perplexed himlelf more, till at 
length he arrived at a door, which he 
believed led into the hall he firft quitted. 
On opening it, he difcovered by the 
faint light of the moon, a large place, 
which he lcarcely knew whether to 
think a cloifter, a chapel, or a hall. 
It retired in loftg perfpedtive, in arches, 
and terminated in a large iron gate, 
through which appeared the open coun- 
try. 

The lightnings flafhed thick and 
blue around, which together with the 
thunder that feemed to rend the wide 
arch of Heaven, and the melancholy 
afpedt of the place, fo awed the duke, 
that he involuntarily called to his peo- 
ple. His voice was anfwered only 

by 



( * x 3 ) 

by the deep echoes which ran in 
murmurs through the place, and died 
away at a diftance ; and the moon now 
finking behind a cloud, left him in total 
darknefs. 

: , Jrle repeated the call more loudly, 
and at length heard the approach of 
footfteps. A few moments relieved 
him from his anxiety, for his people 
appeared. The ftorm was yet loud, and 
the heavy and fulphureous appearance 
of the atmofphtre promiied njo fpe^dy 
abatement of it. The duke endeavoured 
to reconcile himfelf to pa-fs the night in 
his prefent firuation, and ordered a 'fire 
to be lighted in the place he; was uu 
This* with much difficulty was accom* 
plkhed. He then threw himfelf on the 
pavemept before it, and tried to endure 
the abftinence which he had fo ill ob- 
fervcd in the monaftery on the preced- 
ing night. But to his great joy his at- 
tendants, more provident than himfelf, 
had not fcrupled to accept a comforta- 
ble 
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trie tputtitky of provifions which had 
been offered them at the monastery* 
and which they now drew forth from a 
wallet* They were fpread upon the 
pavement ; and the duke, after refresh- 
ing himfelf, delivered up the remains 
to bis people. Having ordered them 
to watch by turns at the gate, he wrapt 
his cloak round him, and refigned him- 
fclf to rcpofir. 

The night pafled without any dis- 
turbance. The morning arofe frefh 
mid bright; the Heavens exhibited a 
clear and unclouded concave; even the 
wild heath, refreshed by the late rains, 
fmiled around, and fent up with the 
morning gale a ftream of fragrance. 

The duke quitted the manfion, re- 
animated by the cheerfulaefs of morn* 
aud purfued his journey. He could 
gain no intelligence of the fugitives* 
About noon he found himfelf in a beau- 
tifully romantic country; and having 
reached the fummk of fome wild cliffs, 

he 
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fee refted to view the pi&urefque tma~ 
gery of the fcene below. A fhadowy 
fequeftered dell appeared buried deep 
among the rocks, and in the bottom was 
feen a lake, wbofe clear bofom reflected 
^he impending cliffs, and the beautiful 
luxuriance of the overhanging (hades* 

But his attention was quickly called 
from the beauties of inanimate nature, 
to objedb more interefting; for he ob- 
ferved two perfans whom be inftanthr 
recolle&ed to be the lame that he had 
formerly purfued over the plains. They 
were feated on the margin of the lake, 
under the ihade of fome high trees at 
the foot of the rocksr, and feemed par- 
taking of a repaft which was fpread 
upon the grafs. Two horfes were gra- 
zing near. In the lady the duke law 
the very air and fliape of Julia, and his 
heart bounded at the fight* They were 
feated with their backs to the cliffs 
upon which the duke flood, and he 
therefore furveyed them unobferved. 

They 
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They were now altxioft within his pow- 
er, but the difficulty was how to def- 
cend the rocks, whofe ftupendous 
heights and craggy fteeps feemed to 
render them impaffable. He examined 
them with a fcrutinizing eye, and at 
length efpied, where the rock receded, 
a narrow winding fort of path* He 
difmounted, and fome of his attendants 
doing the fame, followed their lord 
down the cliffs, treading lightly, left 
their fteps fliould betray them. Imme- 
diately upon their reaching the bottom, 
they were perceived by the lady, who 
fled among the rocks, and was prefent- 
ly purfued by the duke's people. The 
cavalier had no time to efcape, but 
drew his fword, and defended himfelf 
againft the furious aflault of the duke. 

The combat was fuftained with much 
vigour and dexterity on both fides for 
fome minutes, when the duke received 
the point of his adverfary's fword, and 
felL The cavalier, endeavouring to ef- 
cape, 



cape, was fcized by the duke's people* 
jwho now appeared with the fair fugi- 
tive; — but what was the difappointment 
*— the rage of the duke,, when in the 
perfon of the lady he difcQvered a ftran- 
ger ! The aftonifhment was mutual, but 
the accompanying feelings were, in the 
different perfons, of a very oppofite na- 
ture. In the duke, aftonifhment was 
heightened by vexation, a<nd embittered 
by difappointment :—in the lady, it was 
(bftened by the joy of unexpected deli- 
verance. 

This lady was the younger daughter 
of a . Sicilian nobleman, whofe ayarice, 
or neceffitles, had devoted ber to a con- 
vent^ To avoid^the threatened fate^ihe 
fled ^i|th the lover to whom her affec- 
tions had iQQg^beejti engaged, and whofe 
only fault, eyen in the eye of her father, 
was inferiority of birth* They w§re now 
on their way to the coaft, whence they 
defigned ta pafs over to Italy, where 
the church would confirm the bonds 
f - Voju h h whicK 



Which their hearts had already formed* 
There the friends of the Cavalier refided, 
and with them they expefied to find a 
fecure retreat. 

The duke, who was not materially 
wounded, after the firft tranfport of his 
rage had fubfided, fufiered them to de- 
part. Relieved from their fears, they 
joyfully fet forward, leaving their late 
purfuer to the anguifh of defeat, and 
fruitlefs endeavour. He was remounted 
on his horfe ; and having difpatched two 
of his people in fearch of a houfe where 
he might obtain fome relief, he pro- 
ceeded flowly on his return to the caftle 
of Mazzini. 

It was not long ere he recolle&ed a 
circumftance which, in the firft tumult 
of his difappofotment, had efcaped him, 
but Which fo effentially affe&ed the 
whole tenour of his hopes, as to make 
him again irrefoiute how to proceed. 
He cbnfidered that, although tbefe were 
the fugitives he had purfued over the 
> Jrtains, 



plains, they might not be the fame who 
4iad been fecreted in the xttttage, and it 
was therefore poffible that Julia might 
have been the perfon whom they had 
for fome time fdTlowed from thence. 
This fuggettton awakened his hopes, 
which wer e however quickly deftroyed ;.- 
for he remembered that the only per- 
fonswho could have fatisfied his doubts, 
were now gone beyond the power of 
recall. To purfue Julia, when no tra- 
ces of her flight remained, was abfurd ; 
and he was therefore compelled to re- 
turn to the marquis, as ignorant and 
more hopelefs than he had left him. 
With much pain he reached the vil- 
lage which his emtfiaries had difcover- 
•ed, where fortunately he obtained fome 
medical affiftance. Here he was ob- 
liged by indifpofition to reft. The an- 
guifh of iris mind equalled that of his 
body. Thofe impetuous paffions which 
fo ftrongly marked his nature, were 
roufed and exafperated tp a degree that 
La o^- 



( 220 ) 

operated powerfully upon his confuta- 
tion, and threatened him wirh the moft 
alarming confequences. The effect of 
his wound was heightened by the agita- 
tion of his mind ; and a fever, which 
quickly afTumed a very ferious afped, 
tfo-oporated to endanger his life. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

npHE caftle of Mazzini was . Hill 
"*• the fcene of diflenfion and mifery. 
The impatience and aftonifhment of the 
marquis being daily increafed by the : 
lengthened abfence of the duke, he dif- 
patched fervants to the foreft of Maren- 
tino, to enquire the occafion of this cir- 
cumftancc. They returned with intelli- 
gence, that neither Julia, the duke, nor 
any of his people were there. He there- 
fore concluded, that his daughter had 
fled the cottage upon information of th£ 
approach of the duke, who, he believed, 
was (till engaged in the purfuit. With ; 
refpedt to Ferdinand, who yet pined 
in forrow and anxiety, in his dungeon, 
the rigour of the marquis's conduct 
was unabated. He apprehended that 
his fon, if liberated, would quickly • 
difcover the retreat of Julia, and by 
his advice and affiflance* confirm her 
in difobedience. 

L 3 ¥ct&kto& 



Ferdinand in the ftillnefs and folitode 
of his dungeon, brooded over the late 
calamity in gloomy ineffefttial lament- 
ation. * The idea of Hippolitus-— of 
' Hippolitus murdered*— arofe to his ima- 
gination in bufy intrufion, and fubdued 
the ftrongeft efforts of his fortitude. 
Julia too,- his beloved fifter— unpro- 
tected— unfriended*— might, even at the 
moment he lamented her, be finking 
under fufferings dreadful to humanity* 
The airy fchemes he onee formed of fa* 
ture felicity, refulting from the union 
of two perfons fo juftly dear to him — 
with the gay vifioas of paft happinefs— 
floated upon his fancy, and the luftre 
they reflefted, ferved only to heighten 
by contrail, the obfeurity and gloom of 
his prefent views. He had, however, a. 
new fubjeft of aftonifhment, which often 
withdrew his thoughts from their accuf- 
tomed objedt, and fubftituted a fenfa- 
tion lefs painful, though fcarcely lefs 
powerful. One night, as he lay rumi- 
nating 



gating on the paft ia melancholy der 
je&ion, the ftiilnefs of the place wa* 
fuddenly interrupted by a low and 4i£* 
mal found* It returned at intervals in 
hallow figbings, and feemed to come 
from fome perfon in deep diftrefs* Sq 
much did fear operate upon his mind, 
thai: he was uncertain whether it arofe 
from within or from without. He 
looked round his dungeon, but could 
diftinguifh no objedt through the im- 
penetrable dartyteft* As he liftened ia 
deep ama^euient, the foupd was re* 
peated in moans more hollow* Xer* 
r#r now occupied his mind, and dif* 
turbed his reafon ; he flatted from his 
ppfture, and> 4etermi9€d tft be fatisfied 
whether any perfoa befide himfclf was 
in the dungeon, groped, with arms ex* 
tended, along the walls. The place wa* 
ewpty; but coming to a p$rticu,lar fpota 
the feund fuddeivly arofe more diftin&ly. 
to his ear. He called aloud, and aike^ 
who was there; but received noanfwer, 
Soon after all was ftill; agd after Jifteiw 
L4 uv^ 
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mg for fome time without hearing the 
founds renewed, he laid himfelf down 
to fleep. On the following day he men- 
tioned to the man who brought him 
food what he had heard, and enquired 
concerning the noife. The fervant ap- 
peared very much terrified, but could 
give no information that might in the 
leaft account for the circumftance, till 
he mentioned the vicinity of the dun- 
geon to the fouthern buildings. The 
dreadful relation formerly given by the 
marquis inftantly recurred to the mind 
of Ferdinand, who did not hefitate to 
believe, that the moans he heard came 
from the reftlefs fpirit of the murdered 
della Campo. At this convidtion, hor- 
ror thrilled his nerves ; but he remem- 
bered his oath, and was filent. His cou- 
rage, however, yielded to the idea of 
paffing anothor night alone in his pri- 
fon, where, if the vengeful fpirit of the 
murdered ftiould appear, he might even 
die of the horror which its appearance 
would infpire. 

The 
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The mind of Ferdinand was highly 
fuperior to the general influence of fu- 
perftition ; but, in the prefent inftance, 
fuch ftrong correlative circumftances 
appeared, as compelled even incredulity 
to yield. He had himfelf heard ftrange 
and awful founds in the forfaken fouth- 
ern buildings ;' he received from his fa- 
ther a dreadful fecret relative to them — 
a fecret in which his honour, nay, even 
his life, was bound up. His father had 
alfo confeffed, that he had himfelf there 
feen appearances which he could never 
after remember without horror, • and 
which had occafioned him to quit that 
part of the caftle. All thefe recolleftions 
prefented to Ferdinand a chain of evi- 
dence too powerful to be refitted ; and he 
could not doubt that the fpirit of the dead 
had for once been permitted to revifit the 
earth, and to call down vengeance on the 
defcendants of the murderer. 

This conviftion occafioned him a de- 
gree of horror, fuch as no apprehenfion 
L 5 of 
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of mortal powers could have excited $ 
and he determined, if poflible, to pre- 
vail on Peter to pafs the hours df mid- 
night with him in his dungeon. The 
ftri&nefs of Peter's fidelky yielded to 
the pcrfuafions of Ferdinand, though. 
no bribe could tempt him to incur the 
refentment of the marquis, by permit* 
ting an efcape. Ferdinand palled the 
day in lingering anxious expectation, 
and the return of night* brought Peter 
to the dungeon. His kindnefs expofed 
him to a danger which lie had not fore* 
feen ; for when feated in the dungeon 
alone with his prifoner, how eafily might 
that prifoner have conquered him^ and 
left him to pay his life to the fury of 
the marquis* He was preferved by the 
humanity of Ferdinand, who inftantly 
perceived his advantage, but difdaroed 
to involve an innocent man in deftruc- 
tion, and fpurned the fuggeftion from 
bis mind. 
Peter, whofe friendship was ftronger 

than 



than hi* courage, trembled with appre- 
henfiori as the hour drew nigh in which' 
the groans had been heard on th* pre- 
ceding night. He recounted to Ferdi- 
nand a variety of terrific circumftances, 
which exifted only in the heated imagi- 
nations of his fellow fervants, but which 
were ftill admitted by them as fafts-. 
Among the reft, he did not omit to 
mention the light and the figure which 
had been feen to iflue from the fouth 
tower on the night of Julia's intended 
elopement;. a circumftance \trhich he 
embellished with innumerable aggrava- 
tions of fear and wonder. He con- 
4h*ded with describing the general con- 
sternation it had caufed, and the confe^ 
quent behaviour of the marquis, who 
laughed at the fears of his people, yet 
condefcended to quiet them by a for- 
mal review of the buildings Whence 
thdr terror had originated* He re- 
lated the adventure of the door which 
sefafed to yicld> the founds which arofe 
L 6 from 
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from within, and the difcovery of the 
fallen roof; but declared that neither 
he, nor any of his fellow-fervants be- 
lieved the noife, or the obftru&ion pro- 
ceeded from that, " becaufe, my lord/* 
continued he, " the door feemed to be 
held onjy in one place ; and as for the 
noife— O ! Lord ! I never fliall forget 
what a noife it was ! — it was a thoufand 
times louder than what any ftones could 
make." 

' Ferdinand liftened to this narrative in 
filent wonder! wonder not occafioned 
by the adventure defcribed, but by the 
hardihood and rafhnefs of the marquis, 
who had thus expofed to the infpe&ion 
of his people, that dreadful fpot which 
he knew from experience to be the 
haunt of an injured fpirit ; a fpot which 
he had hitherto fcrupuloufly concealed 
from human eye, and human curiofay ; 
andwhjch,for fo many years, he had 
^ot, darpd even himfelf to enter. Peter 
went on, hut was prefently interrupted 

by 
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by a hallow moan, which feemed to 
come from beneath the ground. " Bleff- 
ed vfrgin !" exclaimed he : Ferdinand 
liftened in awful expeftation. A groan 
longer and more dreadful was repeated, 
when Peter ftarting from his feat, and 
fnatching up the lamp, rufhed out of 
t&e dungeon* Ferdinand, who was left 
in total darknefs, followed to the door, 
which the affrighted Peter had not flop- 
ped to fallen, but which had clofed, 
and feemed held by a lock that could be 
opened only on the outfide. The fenfa* 
tions of Ferdinand, thus compelled to 
remain in the dungeon, are not to be 
imagined. The horrors of the night, 
whatever they were to be, he was to en- 
dure alone* By degrees, however, he 
feemed to acquire the valour of defpain 
The founds were repeated, at intervals, 
for near an hour, whenfilence returned, 
and remained undifturbed during the 
reft of the night. Ferdinand was alarmed 
by no appearance, *nd at length, over* 

come 
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come with anxiety and watching, he 
funk to repofe. 

On the following morning Peter re- 
turned to the dungeon, fcarcely know* 
ing what to exped, yet expecting fome- 
thing very ftrangc, perhaps the murder, 
perhaps the fupernatural difappearance 
of his young lord. Full of thefe wild 
apprehenfions, he dared not venture 
thither alone, but perfuaded fome of 
the fervants, to whom he had commu- 
nicated his terrors, to accompany him 
to the door. As they patted along he re* 
colle&ed, that in the terror of the pre* 
ceding night he had forgot to fallen the 
door, and he now feared that his prifoner 
had made his efcape without a miracle. 
He hurried to the door ; and his fur* 
prize was extreme to find it fattened. 
It inftantly ftruck him that this was the 
work of a fupernatural power, when on 
calling aloud, he was anfwered by a 
voice from within. His abfurd fear did 
not fuflfer him to tecognize the voice 

of 
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of Ferdinand, neither did he fuppofe 
that Ferdinand had failed to efcape; 
he, therefore, attributed the voice to 
tjie being he had heard on the preced- 
ing night j and darting back from the 
door, fled with his companions to the 
great hall. There the uproar occafion- 
ecj by their entrance called together a 
number of perfons, amongft whom was 
the marquis, who was foon informed of 
the caufe of alarm, with a long hiftory 
of the circumftanccs of the foregoing 
night. At this information, the mar* 
quis affumed a very ftern look, and 
feverely reprimanded Peter for his im* 
prudence, at the fame time reproaching 
the other fervants with their undutiful- 
nefs in thus difturbing his peace. He 
reminded them of the condefccnfion he 
had praftifed to diffipate their former 
terrors* and of the refult of their exa- 
mination. He then aflured them, that 
fince indulgence had only encouraged 
mtrufion, he would for the future be fe- 

verej 
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vere ; and concluded with declaring, 
that the firft man who fhould difturb him 
with a repetition of fuch ridiculous ap- 
prehenfions, or fhould attempt to di£ 
turb the peace of the caftle by circu- 
lating thefe idle notions, fhould be. ri- 
goroufly punifhed, and banifhed his do- 
minions. They fhrunk back at this re- 
proof, and were filent. " Bring a torch/' 
faid the marquis, " and fhew me to the 
dungeon. I will once more condefcend 
to confute you/' 

They obeyed, and defcended with 
the marquis, who, arriving at the dun- 
geon, inftantly threw open the door, 
and difcovered to the aftonifhed eyes of 
his attendants— Ferdinand ! — He flatt- 
ed with furprize at the entrance of his 
father thus attended. The i marquis 
darting upon him a fevere look, which 
he perfectly comprehended—" Now,'* 
cried he, turning to his people^ " what 
do you fee? My fpn, whom I myfelf 
placed here*, and whofe voice, which 

anfwered 
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anfwered to your calls, you have trans- 
formed into unknown founds. " Speak, 
Ferdinand, and confirm what I fay/' 
Ferdinand, did fo. " What dreadful 
fpedtre appeared to you laft night ? re- 
fumed the marquis, looking ftedfaftly 
upon him : gratify thefe fellows with a* 
description of it, for they cannot exift 
without fome thing of the marvelous/* 
" None, my lord,* replied Ferdinand, 
who too well understood the manner of 
the marquis. " Tis well," cried the 
marquis, €t and this is the laft time,** 
turning to his attendants, " that yotif 
folly fhall be treated with fo much le- 
nity." He ceafed to urge the fubjeft, 
and forbore to afk Ferdinand even one' 
queftion. before his fervants, concern- 
ing the no&urnal founds defcribed by 
Peter. He quitted the dungeon with 
eyes fleadily bent in anger and fuf- 
picion upon Ferdinand. The marquis 
fufpe&ed that the fears of his fon had 
inadvertently betrayed to Peter a pare 
of ..the fecret intruded to him, and 
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he artfully interrogated Peter with Teem- 
ing carelefsoefs, concerning the circuoi- 
ftances of the preceding night. From? 
bim he drew fuch aafwers as honoura- 
bly acquitted Ferdinand of indifcre* 
tion, and relieved himfelf from torment- 
ing apprehenfions. 

The following night paCTed quietly 
away; neither found nor appearance dis- 
turbed the peace of Ferdinand, The 
marquis, on the next day, thought pro- 
per to foften the feverky of his foffer^ 
higs, and he was removed from his dun* 
geon to a room ftrongly grated, but ex* 
pofed to the light of day. 

Meanwhile a circujmftance occurred 
which increased the general difcord, and 
threatened Emilia with the lofs of her 
laft remaining comfort— the advice and 
confolation of Madame de Menon. The 
marchionefs, whofe paflkm for the count 
de Vereza had at length yielded to ab- 
fence, and the preffure of prefent cir~ 
cumftances, now bsftowed her fmiles 

upon 



uporva young Italian cavalier, a vifitof , 
dt the caftle, who poffeffed too much of 
the fpirit of gallantry to permit a lady 
to languiih in vain* The marquis, whofe 
Blind was occupied with other paffions r 
was infenfible to the mifcondudt of his 
wife, who at all times had the addrefs 
to difguife her vices beneath the glofs 
of virtue and innocent freedom* The 
intrigue was difcovered by Madame, 
who, having one day left a book in the 
oak parlour, returned thither in fearch 
of it. As flie opened the door of the 
apartment, (he heard the voice of the ca- 
valier in paffionate exclamation ; and on , 
entering, difcovered him rifing in fome 
confufion from the feet of the marchta- 
nefs, who, darting at Madame a look of 
feverity, arofe from her feat. Madame, 
fliocked at what (he had feen, inftantly, 
retired, and buried in her own bofom 
that fecret, the difcovery of whick 
would moft effentially have poifoned 
the peace of the marquis. The mar- 

chionefs. 
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ehionefs, who was a flranger to the ge- 
nerofity of fentiment which actuated 
Madame de Menon, doubted not that 
(he would feize the moment of retalia- 
tion, and expofe her conduft where 
mod (he dreaded it fhould be known. 
The confcioufnefs of guilt tortured her 
with inceflant fear of difcovery, and 
from this period her whole attention was 
employed to diilodge from the caftle, 
the perfon to whom her character was 
committed. In this it was not difficult 
to fucceed; for the delicacy .of Ma- 
dame's feelings made her quick to per- 
ceive, and to withdraw from a treatment 
Unfuitable to the natural dignity of her 
chara&er. She therefore refolved to 
depart from the caftle; but difdaining 
to take an advantage even over a fuc* 
cefsful enemy, (lie determined to be 
filent on that fubje^t which would in- 
(lantiy have transferred the triumph from 
her adverfary to herielf. When the 
marquis, on hearing her determination 

to 
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to retire, earneftly enquired for the mo* 
tive of her conduct, fhe forbore to ao 
quaint him with the real one, and left 
him to incertitude and difappointment. 
To Emilia this defign occafioned a 
diftrefs which almoft fubdued the te- 
folution of Madame. Her tears and in- 
treaties fpoke the artlefs energy of for- 
row. In Madame (he loft her only 
friend ; and ihe too well underftood the 
value of that friend, to fee her depart 
without feeling and expreffing the deep- 
eft diftrefs. Fromaftrong attachment 
to the membry of the mother, Madame 
had been induced to undertake the edu- 
cation of her daughters, whofe engaging 
difpofitionS had perpetuated a kind of 
hereditary affe&ion. Regard for Emi- 
lia and Julia had alone for fome time 
detained her at the caftle ; but this was 
now fucceeded by the influence of con- 
iiderations too powerful to be refitted. 
As her income was fmall, it was her 
plan to retire to her native place, which 

was 
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wts fituated in . a diftant part of the 
ifland, and there take up her refidence 
in a convent. 

Emilia faw the time of Madame's de- 
parture approach with increafed diftrefs. 
They left each other with a mutual for- 
row, which did honour to their hearts. 
When her laft friend was gone, Emilia 
wandered through the forfaken apart- 
ments, where Ihe had been accuftomed 
to converfe with Julia, and to receive 
confolation and fyrapathy from her 
dear inftru<ftrefs, with a kind of anguiih 
known only to thofe who have expert 
enced a fimilar fit u at ion. Madame pur- 
fued her journey with a heavy heart, Se* 
parated from the objeds of her fondeft 
affeftions, and from the fcenes and oc- 
cupations for which long habit had 
formed claims upon her heart, fee feem- 
ed without intereft and without motive 
for exertion. The world appeared a wide 
and gloomy defert, where no heart wel- 
comed her with kindnefs — no counte- 
nance 
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nance brightened into fmiles at her ap- 
proach. It was many years fince fhe. 
quitted Calini — and in the interval, 
death had fwept away the few friends 
(he left there. The future prefented a 
melancholy fcene ; but (he had the re- 
trofpeft of years fpent in honourable en- 
deavour and ftridt integrity, to cheer her 
heart and encourage her hopes. 

But her utmoft endeavours were una- 
ble to reprefs the anxiety with which the 
uncertain fate of Julia overwhelmed her. 
Wild and terrific images arofe to her 
imagination. Fancy drew the fcene ;— 
fhe deepened the fhades ; and the terrific 
afpeft of the objedts fhe prefented was 
heightened by the obfeurity which in- 
volved them. 
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